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FOREWORD

According to Natalia Tyulina, an Expert on National
Libraries (Encyclopaedia of Library and Information Science,
1976. Marcel Dekker, New York-P107) "A Library is called a
National one when it is the official depository of printed
works, a general access Library, an information-biblio-
graphic centre and a centre of co-ordination, planning and
stimulation of the entire Library system of the nation”.

Everywhere a National Library serves as a cultural bridge
with the rest of world, It has the responsibility of bringing out
the National Bibliography of that country's publications.
This makes it assume the role of the highest centre for the
whole Library system of a country. National Library as the
depository of all publications has a comprehensive collection
of them since they are listed in the Bibliography.

National Library of each and every country is the
principal means for the development. improvement and
planning of Library and information services.

Dr. Nahar has reviewed the economic, academic, research,
intellectual and cultural environment of Bangladesh for the
assessment of the existing state of other Library resources and
services in the country. She investigated the origin, concept
and function of the different National Libraries of the world
to prepare a model plan for the organisational structure and
functions of the National Library of Bangladesh. '

The author has described nicely the National Information
System (NATIS} and the role of National Library in the
National and International information system. She gives a
highly analytical and valuable review of the International
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seminers and final reports of the experts on the planning for
National Library Services. Dr. Nahar examines ail these in a
unique way and gives comprehensive scholarly account,
thoughts and ideas about the new model plan and its
educational research value in National Library development
of Bangladesh in the context of other National Libraries of the
world,

The book contains many untold and highly useful data
and information for those who are interested in Library
services, bibliographical control and planning of Library
" systems in a new state such as Bangladesh.

Bangla Academy is at the forefront of research
publications in Bangladesh. Although it has volumes of such
works to its credit in areas of pure science, arts etc., Library
Science had so far been an unexplored terrain. The
publication of Dr. Nahar's pioneering book will go a long way
in filling the exisling void in the related field.

Academic exercise of the kind undertaken by Dr. Nahar
will be a valuable reference for Library prolessionals and
researchers at home and abroad.

M. Harunur Rashid
Director General,
Bangla Academy, Dhaka



PREFACE

Frequent Interventlon and increased role expansion of the
Library Movements In the whole world have introduced a new
question in Library Systems In many Third World countries such as
Bangladesh.

This study traces the origin, soclal background, functions and
developments in library systems in the developed and developing
countries and suggests different opinions, action plans, model
plans for a well organised National Library. National Library Is a
store house of Cultural heritage of a country. The present age Is
often called the age of 'knowledge explosion’, because an enormous
Increase in the output of knowledge was witnessed during the past
three decades.

The present study Is a sequel to my Ph. D. thesis at the
University of Kerala, Trivandrum, India during March, 1982 to
March, 1985. 1 am very much inedebted to Professor K.A. Isaac,
Head of the Department of Library and Information Science,
University of Kerala, Trivandrum [or the interest he showed in my
research work and the valuable advice, support and encouragement
he gave me. [ am lmmensely grateful to Mr. C.A. Angustine, Reader
in the Department and Mrs. Lalita Bal, Lecturer lor their academic
advice and hospitality.

1 am also thankful to Dr. A.V, Varghese, former Vice-Chancellor,
Mr. P.S. Hablb Mohammed, Vice-Chancellor, Dr. N.A. Karim, Pro.
Vice-Chancellor, Mr. C.K. Devassy, former Registrar, Prol. 3.K.
Rajagopal, Registrar, Mr. K.C. John, Universlty Librarian and his
colleagues for thelr adminlstrative assistance, 1 am grateful to Late
Mr., K.M. Karnanpilly, Honorary Representative of Indian Council of
Cultural Relationship, Trivandrum for his paternal care and
affection throughout my study in Trivandrum.

I am most grateful to the Ministry ol Education, Delhi, Govt. of
India for granting me post-graduate Scholarship to undertake this
study. I also express my sincere thanks and gratitude to the Govt.
of Bangladesh for glving me facilities to pursue this work. I am
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grateful to the Heads of different National Libraries, other
professlonals and Individuals for thelr prompt response to my
questionnaire which greatly facllitated my study.

1 am very much indebied to Dr. K.M. Karim, the then Director,
Directorate of Archlves and Librarles, Govt. of Bangladesh for
providing me access to the relevant important papers, particularly
the official records of the National Library and Archives.

1 also extend my thanks to Mr. Abu Bakr Siddique, Librarian,
Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology and Late Mr.
A.S.S.M. Khorassanl, the then Asstt. Dircctor, Bangladesh Public
Library for rendering valuable advice.

I would also like to thank my colleagues, the professionals and
the educationists of Bangladesh who took pains In replying to my
questlonnalres and for showing great patlence during personal
interviews.

This study would not have been possible without the loving
support and understanding of my husband Prof. N. Rahman and
two sons Nafls, Niaz and only daughter Nasmin who stood by me
like pillars of support and inspiration since the beglnning of my
study.

The study meant my staylng away from my family for a long
period of time. I cannot express my gratitude adequately to all those
who helped in reducing my sense of loneliness and in boosting up
my morale during this perlod. I am particularly grateful to Mrs.
Chechamma Isaac for the regard and affection she has always
shown me.

Finally I extend my thanks to Professor M. Harunur Rashlid,
Director General of Bangla Academy and Mr. Shamsuzzaman Khan,
Director of Bangla Academy for thelr care and assistance In the
publication of the book from Bangla Academy.

I owe definitely a great deal to all these Intellectuals but the
opinion expressed In this book are mine alone.

Above all, I thank Almighty Allah for his blessings and for
bestowing on me courage and confidence which enabled me to
complete this research-work in time. '

Nurun Nahar
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Historical background

1.1.1 International

The Third Intemational Congress of Libraries and Documentation
Centres held in Brussels in 1955, emphasised the necd for each country
developing and maintaining a central library, gencrally a national
library, as an institution capable of preserving {or the future the wholc
of the country's litcrary output and of ¢nsuring that bibliographical
work proceeds on uniform lines!. The Regional Seminar on the
Development of National Libraries in Asia and the Pacific Area, held in
Manila, Philippines, in 1964, under the sponsorship of UNESCO also
stressed the need for the establishment of a national library in cach
member stale where one did not exist, at the earlicst possible time2.

There has been an unprecedented proliferation of literature in each
branch of knowledge in almost all countries of the world since the
second World War and this posed the scrious problem of their control
and accessibility. The UNESCO, in co-operation with the International
Federation for Documentations (FID),the International Federation of
Library Associations (IFLA) and the Interational Council on Archives
(ICA) initiated steps to cnsure the universal availability of world
literawre through projects like Universal Bibliographic Control (UBQ),
National Information Systems (NATIS) and Universal Availability of
Publications (UAP). The establishment of a national library in each
country which can exercise effective bjbliographic control of
indigenous literature and provide access to literature held by the
librarics in the country with the help of a National Union Cataloguc
was considered a necessary step for the realisation of these objectives.
Bangladesh, like other countrics, has been influenced by these
recommendations and guidclines,
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1.1.2 National

Indcpendent of these international developments, the need for a
- National Library found patronage within the country in no less a
forceful manner. Bangladesh existed as East Pakistan (a part of
Pakistan} bziween August 14, 1947, the daie of independence of
Pakistan and March 26, 1971, the date of creation of Bangladesh.
During this period and later, professional and public opinion expressed
itsell on several occasions through the mass media and professional
forums like Scminars, Conferences cic. for the establishment of a
national library.

Prior 10 December 16, 1971, when Bangladesh did not have its
independent identity, there was a move for the establishment of a
national library in West Pakistan and of a Central Library in East
Pakistan as a subordinate unit.

1.1.2.1 Pakistan Library Association

At the Fourth Annual Conference of the Pakistan Library
Association held at Lahore from December 26-29, 1961, Dr. Mahamud
Husain, Vice Chancellor of the Dhaka University and President of
Pakistan Library Assoctation in his presidential address observed :

"It is indeed regrettable that we have yet not been able 10 possess a
national library and the National Bibliography. In the Peshwar
Conterence of this Association held in the ycar 1959, the then
Educauon Minister referred 1o a scheme of a national library in
Pakistan, but o this daic nothing worth noting seems 10 have been
done at the govemment level 10 materialise this™.

Fhe sime concen was expressed by Dr. Mahamud Husain a the
Fiiti: Annual Conference of PLA held at Dhaka from January 3-8,
%62 m the fellowing words :

"On ihe national level, the plans for the national library do not
appear to have advanced much further since [ last addressed the
Lahore Conference of the Pakistan Library Association in 1961, If
an auxtiary national library is not created for East Pakistan other
measures must be adopied 4

This situation of stalemate scems to have continued and Dr.
Mihamud Husain as President of PLA, again referred to this in a tone
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of despair in his presidential address at the Eighth Annual Conference
of PLA held at Karachi from January 22-24, 1971, which was the last
confercnce to be held in United Pakistan. To quote him again :

“The national library which should have been the fountain of the
library system of the country is still in the siage of extremcly slow
development. In fact we do not have a national library as of today
since the Liaquat National Library (now Liaquat Memorial Library
at Karachi) is no longer a national library and two national
librarics at Islamabad and Dhaka are yet to be built up">.

1:.1.2.2 Professional Journals and News papers

The nced for a national library also found advocacy in the form of
articles in the professional journals and editorials in the daily news

papers.

1.1.2.3 Education Comrmission

The Government of Bangladesh, soon aficr the birth of
Bangladesh in 1971, appeinted an Education Commission to make
recommendations for the development of education in t: 2 country 'on
sound lines. The Repert of this commission published in 1974 containg
observations and rccommendations relating (0 the establishment of a
national library. Thc English version of these obscrvations and
recommendations contained in Chapter 30 of the rcport is given below.

" 'Nationai Library

30.45: The National library should be the greatesi research centre
of the country énd a cultural bridge between this country
and the world outside. It must be invested with the ight
to reccive frec copics of the publications under the
copyright Act. It must be charged with compilation and
publication of the National Bibliography and with the
duty of publication of bibliographics in different branches
of knowledge. 1t will therefore require legislation and will
have 16 be built up as an autonomous body. Incidentally
we also recommend that the three Government Public
Librarics at Divisional Head Quarters will also have to be
given copyright privilege.

30.46 : The present Central Public Library may be convered into
the proposcd National Library. The National Library
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branch of the present Directorate of Archives and
Libraries should merge in the National Library.

30.47 : The first step towards the cstablishment of the National
Library should be the creation of the post of the Chief
Librarian thereof, filling the post and entrusting him with
organisation work"® '

1.1.2.4 Seminar on Libraries in National Development

Following the founding of Bangladesh the East Pakistan Library
Association was renamed as Library Associalion of Bangladesh. A
Seminar on "Libraries in National Development” was held under the
auspices of the Library Association from July 22-25, 1976. Two
papers viz. (1) National Library — Its role in national development by
Ahmad Husain and (2) National Library for Bangladesh, by Dr. A M.
Abdul Huq were presented at the seminar, The seminar supporting the
views cxpressed in the Report of the Education Commission, 1975,
adopled the following resolution:

“Highest priority should be accorded, as recommended by the
Commission. to the conversion of the Bangladesh Central Public
Library (loosely termed in some instances as Bangladesh Central
Library) into the National Library of Bangladesh which will
minimise much cost, both capital and establishment, and eliminate
waslage of time. Bangladesh has suffered tremendously due to the
absence of a national library in-so-far as, for instance, no
comprehensive collection on the nation's history specially its
struggle for independence is available at one place, nor has a
representative colicction on a world basis available to the public
has grown.

Immediate creation of the following posts of the National Library
with the status indicaled against them and filling the posis is
necessary so that incumbents may begin work including planning
of expansion, legislation ¢tc.

Post Number Rank, status
Dircctor General One Additional
Secretary to the
Govemment
Dircctor (in charge
ol four basic division) Four Duputy Secrctary 1o

the Government”?
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1.2 Birth of the National Library

Thanks to the overwheclming opinion in favour of a national
library prevailing at the time of the bisth of the Pcoples' Republic of
Bangladesh as a Sovercign Independent State in December 1971, there
was an atmosphere that was conducive (0 the Government laking steps
for the establishment of a national library. This it did, as per declaration
vide Gazette Notifications No. LB/IL-13/75/386 dated 29-8-1975.
LB/KL-13/75/387 datcd 29-8-1975 and LB/IL-13/75/546 dated 8-11-
1975)8, establishing the national library and cmpowering the
Directorate of Archives and Libraries (o serve the dual purposcs of (1)
the National Library and (i) the National Archives, Both were installed
on rented premiscs.

The National Library under the Dircctorate of Archives and
Libraries is functioning as the Bangladesh National Library [rom 1972
after the emergence of Bangladesh in a hired house. The National
Library shifted its matcrials o its own new building at Sher-c-Bangla
Nagar, Agargaon at the cnd of 1985. The total space of thc New
National Library Building is 105,000 sqarc fect, with a stack block of
seven storys; the East, West and South blocks are three siorys high.
The total cost of the building is 792.30 takhs.

Under the copyright (Amendment Act 1974/L1V of 1974) all the
Publishers, departments, institutions (Govt. and private) of Bangladesh
are depositing their publications to the National Library of Bangladesh.

Organization:

The National Library branch has the following sections; such as,
Acquisition, Processing, Reference, Reading Room, stocks,
compilation of Bibliography, othcr Documcniary works, Book
exchange, Exhibition, Library Training and Administration.

Acquisition :

The National Library of Bangladesh slahcd its acquisition rol¢
from zero. It has acquired about 90,000 books, 2000 bound volums of
newspapers and periodicals, 600 maps and nearly 5000 titles of local
newspapers and periodicals are coming to the library.

The sources of its acquisition are as follows: (1) Copynight Act,
(b) Purchasc, (¢) Donation and (£ Exchange. The Library collections
currently divided into the following scctions :
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{a) Books in mother languages; (b) Books in other languages
other than mother languages; (c) Science and Technology; (d)
Newspaper and periodicals in other languages other than mother
languages; (c) Newspapers and periodicals in Bangali language: (f)
Special collections, such as maps, privale collections; (g) Liberation
struggle records and oriental manuscripts.

Functions and Objectives :

The present functions of the National Library are: to collect,
disserninate and preserve all kinds of books, Govt. Publications,
serials ctc. published in Bangladesh: to compile and publish
Bangladesh National Bibliography, It has compiled and published
National Bibliographics from 1972 10 1979. Bibliographics for 1980 to
1982 arc in print and Bibliographics for 1983 1o 1985 (Combined) are
being compiled, From 1986 it has sct 10 work for monthly
- bibliographical list. It is compiling and publishing the anicle index of
daily national Bengali and English ncwspapers regularly. It has’
compiled, edited and published the Directory of publishers (1972-
1985) and the Directory of Bangladesh Public Librarics. Other planned
documcntation works arc also in progress.

The National Library of Bangladesh has the following objectives
such as, it should be the premier library of the nation playing the key
role of leadership in over all library and information system of
Bangladesh; it must be the medium for all cooperative and coordinating
efforts in the library and information science ficld and so on.

In shart the National Library of Bangladesh wants 1o be the
channcl for the nation to discharge its library obligations and
responsiblilitics both 1o the citizens of the country and the international
community. It also wants 10 play a pivotal rolc in social education and
10 be an indispensable one in modem information oriented socicty.

The National Library of Bangladesh is a member of the IFLA
(International Federation of Library Association).

1.3 Present Study

It is in this context that the present study has been undertaken with
the following objectives:

(1) 10 review the economic, academic, rescarch, intellectual and
culural environment of Bangladesh;
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(2) to assess the existing state of other library resources and
services in the country,

(3) 1o study and investigate the concept and functions of natjonal
librarics in the world as revealed by the current literature available:

{4) 10 trace the origin and development of national libraries of the
developed and developing countrics; '

(5) 10 investigate the present set up of Bangladesh National
Library under the Dircctorate of Archives and Libraries;

(6) 1o prepare a model plan for the organisational structure and
functions of the National Library of Bangladesh in the context of the
current concepl of the National Library and its services taking into
account the views expressed by library professionals and schotars both
at home and abroad and by the general public as ascertained (through

- questionnaires and personal interviews:

(7) 10 determine prioritics for the implementation of the different
functions of thc National Library;

(8) to prepare an action plan for implementation of Bangladesh
National Library Project.

1.4 Procedure

The author clicited the views of different sections of people like
educationists, rescarch workers, Heads of National librarics and other
library profcssionals on the desirable organisational pattern and the
functions of the national library and their priority, through personal
interviews and questionnaires circulated both at home an abroad. The
personal inlerviews were naturally confined (o Bangtadesh and a lew
cities in India including Calcutta, where the National Library of India is
located. The responscs were satisfactory and helplut.

To study the historical background of the National Library and the
library resources and services in Bangladesh the author perused all the
available literature, data books, government documents and official
files and met the officials of the Ministry of Education, Culwral
Division and Director, Dirccloratc of Archives and Librarics,
Govemment of Bangladesh.

On the basis of the opinions collecled on the Tunctions of the
national library and their priority the author has atlempted 10 suggest a
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maodel plan of (he organisational and functional structure for the
Bangladesh National Library taking into account the modem trends of
information storage and retricvat.,

1.5 Methodology
1.5.1. Historical Method

Although this is not essentiaity a historical study, the historical
mcthod was used in part o trace the carlier library movement and the
ellorts for the establishment of a nationa! library during the British and
Pakistani nile.

A comprehensive bibliography listing hooks and aricles on the
aatonad fibranies of different devetoped and developing countries was
preparcd with the help of secondiry sourees like "Library Literatore”
and “Library and Information Science Abstracts™ and items 10, which
aceess could be gained were perused. The bibliography is given at the
cird ol the thesis.

The citation ¢f references is generally in accordance with the rules
laid down by the Indian Stindards stition.

The general concepts, funclions and bibliographicatl and
documentation services of national librarics are neither the same nor
detailed cnough 1o serve as guidelines P the establishment of a new

functional national library.

Literature such as Encyclopacdia ol librariaziship, Encyclopaedia
ol Library and Information Scicnce. Ranganathan's Library
Development Plan, Libraian's Glossary, available Government
documents and liles cte. gave some relevant ideas. The invesiigator
also examined relevam literature in the National Library of India,
Calcutta, DRTC Library and other institutinal Librarics in Bangalore,
Universily Library of Mysore and the Kerala University Library,
Trivandrum.

1.5.2  Personal contacts and interviews

The investigator inerviewed several library professionals and
others, associated with libraries and potential users of the National
Library in Bangladesh and ascertained their views reearding the
desirable organisational structure, lunctions and services of the
National Library of Bangladesh. Among those contacted in this
conneetion were the Libranian, Deputy Librarians and other senior
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officers of the National Library of India, Calcutta and other scnior
professionals in India.

1.5.3 Questionnaire Method

Three questionnaires were prepared, one for eliciting the views of
the Heads of National Libraries, University Librarians, Heads of
Library Schools etc. in India and abroad. A chart showing the
organisational structure and functions of the proposcd National Library
was prepared and comments on the same were invited (See Appendix
Al

Another questionnaire to elicit the views ol professionals,
planners, educationists ct¢. of Bangladesh was also prepared regarding
the functions of National Library. (Scc Appendix A II).

A third questionnaire regarding the prioritics to be observed in the
National Library taking up the functions was also prepared (Appendix
A III). The details as par this questionnaire were coliected through
personal interviews.

1.5.4 Examination of Files and Records

The investigator collected information from the files and records
relevant (o this study availbic in the offices of the Ministry of Education
and Culwre, Dircctorate of Archives and Librades, Directorate of
Public Instruction, Higher Secondary Education Board, Library
Association and the major libraries of Dhaka.

The author has also drawn on her own expericnce of working in
the National Library of Bangladesh.
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CHAPTER 2

BANGLADESH : BASIC DATA

2.1 Brief History _

“When the British Rule came to an end in 1947 in the Sub-
continent of India, the eastern part of the province of Bengal became
one of the five provinces making up the new Islamic state of Pakistan.
Pakistan consisted of two wings, East and West. East Pakistan, as the
new province was known, was separated from the four other provinces
in West Pakistan by one thousand miles of Indian tecritory as well as
by differences of culture, race and language which led to increasing
friction between the two wings of Pakistan!

East Pakistan which now constitutes Bangladesh was oppressed
and suppressed by West Pakistan politically, economically and
adminstratively. There was a clear imbalance between the two in the
matier of their development with East Pakistan lagging far behind. This
caused widc-spread resentment and discontent and Jed to a popular
movement for autonomy for East Pakistan. Matters came to ahead in
1971 when Pakistan tried to suppress the movement by army
* intervention. This led to the war of liberation resulting in the founding
- of Bangladesh as a sovereign independent state in 16 December 1971,

2.2 Economy

Bangladesh is one of the poorest and most densely populated
countries in the world. Although very fertile and largely dependent on
agriculture, its high population places extreme demands on available
food resources. Almost all the indicators of the level of living point 1o a
very low standard for the majority of its population. Industry is of
much less importance 1o the national economy than agriculture, and is
based mainly on indigenous raw materials. Natural gas from Sylhet is
used as an industrial energy source, particularly for the manufacture of
fertilisers. The per capita income is on¢ of the lowest having been
below $ 156 in 1980 and $ 166 in 1981.2
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2.3 Geographical factors

Bangladesh les in the nosth castern part of the South Asian Sub-
continent. It is between 20934 and 26™3&north Latitude, 88%01° and
92941 cast Longitude.® The country is bounded by India on the Wesi
and North; India and Burma on the East. and the Bay of Bengal on the
Souih. '

In Bangladesh, there are three main seasons, These are, Winter,
Summer and Monsoon. The Winter covers four moenths frem
November 1o February, The Summer covers four months From March
e June. The Monsoon covers fougmonths i.e. July to Ociober.

The climate is tropical. On the whole, the climate is moderate. it is
neither 100 ¢old nor (00 hot,

The temperalure varies from 40YF in winier 10 100YF in Summer,
and with high humidity dunng the Monsoon. Average rainfall during
the Monsoon varies from 47 inches to 136 inches? und the country is
perindically subjected 10 the ravages of several cyclonic storms
sweeping overland from the Bay of Bengal.

2.4 Area
Riverainarca ... .. 3521 sy miler
Forest area ..., 7,920 !
Urbanarea ... .. 2.505 "
Rural area ... 41.652 "
Towd 55,598

2.5 Principal Crops

Bangladosh is mainty an agriculiural country. Almost 90 per cent
of the people live in the villages. Their main oceupation is cultivation.
The miin crops are Rice. Wheat, Jule, Tea. Tobuacco. Sugarcane.
Pulses, Otlseeds, Spices, Potatoes, Vegetables, Banana, Mango,
Cocount and Jackiruil.

2.6 Population

The Mirst population census of Bangladesh was underaken in
1872 when it was a part of British India. The 2nd was in 1881; and
thereafier it was laken about every 10 years, After the birth of
Buangladesh the first census of the country was due in 1971 but was
delayed due 1o the war of hberation, It was done m 1974, In thiny
years Itom the heginning of the Lwenticth century, the population ol
Bangladesh increased by about 7 million, from 28.9 million in 19411 ©
35.6 million in 1931, (See Table 1).

R RRRRRRREESRRrnmmE_e_=__ummmmmmmmrmmmmmeeeamemmeme—e e s
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Table 1
Enumerated population of Bangladesh and
growth rates, 1901-1981

Y ariation Growth
Census Year Population Tales
Number  Percent  (Expo-
nential}

1% March 1 2,89,27,785 -

1911  March 10 3,1555,056  26,27,270 9.08 0.94

1921 March 18 3,32,54,096 16,99,040 5.38 0.60

1931 Feb. 26 - 3,56,04,170 23,50,074 7.07 0.74

1941 March 1 4,19.97,297 63,93,127 17.96 1.70

1951  March 1 4,41,65,740 21,68,443 5.16 0.50
(4,20,62,61(h

1961  Feb. 1 3,52,22,663  1,10,56,923 25.04 2.26
(5.08,40,235)

1974 March 1 7,63,98,000 2,11,75,337 38.35 2438
(7,14,79,071)

1981  March 5 8,99,12,000 1,35,14,000 17.69 232
(8,71,20,119)

Source : Bangladesh Population, Census Report, 1981,

Again in 13 years between 1961 and 1974, more than 20 million
people were added. In 1981 the growth rate of the population of
Bangladesh was estimated as 2.32 per cent per annum,

a) Population and labour force participation rate

The population census in 1974 conducted under several
constraints, revealed a population estimate of 76.4 million which is
estimated to have increased to 90.25 million in 1979-80. Table 2 gives
the projection of population and labour force according to the Second
Five Year Plan, ' '



14 National Library of Bangladesh

Table 2
Population and labour force 1979-80

{in millions)
Population Labour Force
: Pari- Lingmp-
Male Ferale Towal % '} Male Female Tol cipation loyment
’le rate
%o

Rural 40.76 39.10 79.86 884912257 239 2496 312 N.A.
Uban 577 462 1039 1151 ] 328 0.9 347 334 N.A,

Tolad 46.53 43.72 90.25 10000 | 25.85 258 2843 313 111

Source 1 Scvond Five Year Plan 1980-35,
NA —  Notavailable

The labour force in 1974 was lower than that according to the
1661 census. The drop is panly due to rigorous definition of labour
force adopted in the 1974 census which resulted in substantial decline
m the women's participation rate. However, this is an under-estimate
andd in fact female participation is not as low as the census teveals.

b} Distribution of population, density and literacy rate by

region

So far as the density of population in different districts is
concerned, there is a wide range - from 100 per square mile in
Chittagong Hill Tracts 10 2,643 in Dhaka®. There are six districts out of
1% {Chittagong Hill Tracts, Sylhet, Khulna, Patuakhali, Dinajpur and
Rijshani) whose share of the total country area is more than that of the
fest but whose share of population istess with a consequent lower
deasity of population (See Table 4). There are aiso considerable
vanuiions in the rates of literacy between different districts. The range
is 14,77 (Pabna) 10 27.21 (Khulna).

As regards age distribution of the population, nearly half the total
populition of the country is in the age-group 0-14 years (See Table 3).
‘This proportion is roughly similar for both males and females.
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Table 3
Age distribution of Bangladesh population 1974

Age-groups Both Sexes Male Female

(%) (%) (%)

Under 5 years 16.9 16.2 17.6
5- 9 18.4 17.8 18.9

10 - 14 12.4 13.5 12.2
15 - 19 . 8.3 8.5 8.0
20--24 ., 6.9 8.5 7.3
25 -29 6.8 6.3 7.3
-4 5.7 5.5 59
35 -39, 53 5.5 52
4 -4 |, 4.6 47 4.4
45 - 49 35 37 3.2
0 -5 33 35 32
55 - 59 1.0 1.2 0.9
60 -64 2.4 2.5 2.2
6 -6 1.0 1.2 0.9
70 - 74 ' 1.2 1.3 1.1
75+ ' 1.1 1.3 1.0

Source : Bangladesh Population Census Repon, 1974
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Table §
Distribution of Econemically active population
by sex and Major occupation groups
Major Occupations
Year Sex Total  Agniculture Non-agriculture
(Number in thousand)

Both Sex 17442 15000 2442

1961 Male 14801 125717 2224
Female 2641 2423 218
Both Sex 20521 15838 4683

1974 Male 9850 15229 4421
Female 871 609 262
Both Sex 23618 14472 1946

1981 Male 22430 14139 3291
Female 1188 333 855

Percent

Both Sex 100.0 86.0 14.0

1961 Male 100.0 85.0 15.0
Female 100.0 91.8 8.2
Both Sex 100.0 61.3 38.7

1981 Male 100.0 63.0 37.0
Feraie 100.0 28.0 72.0

* 1961 (Corrected)- 1974 Census volume. p 40.
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Table 6
Percentage Distribution of Employed Persons By Sex
And Major Occupation, 1980

Bangladgesh Urban Rural

Male Female Male Female Male Female

Professional and

technical ' 2.23 244 98 4.5 1.7 2.1

Administration

and managerial 0.25 - 1.6 - 0.1 -

Clerical 1.76 1.52 8.8 77 1.0 0.5

Sales $50 423 212 5.8 38 29

Service 366 1955 152 744 25 116

Agriculture 7403  47.61 10.8 4.5 80.5 54.7

Maswitacturing,

Transpoit and

others 12.35 2464 326 32 10.4 282

Total 100.00  100.00100.00 100.00  100.0 100.0
L1

Source : Manpowes Survey, BHS. 1980,
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Table 7
Percentage Distribution of Employed Persons
By Sex And Empldyment Status, 1980

Employment Bangladesh Urban Rural
Stams Male Female Male Female  Mae Female
- Agri-self _

employed 254 9.6 39° 1.0 277 111

Agri-labour 26.5 26.5 4.9 35 288 303

Non-agn. sctf

employcd 9.8 4.0 279 26 79 42
Non-agni.

labour 14.0 6.0 536 269 98 2.6
Unpaid family

helper 19.5 264 7.3 4.5 208 30.0
Domestic

servan( 4.7 274 2.4 61.5 5.0 21.8
Total 100.00  100.00  100.00 100.00 100,00 100,00

Source : Manpower Survey, R3S, 1980,
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Table 9
Economically Active Population by sex and Districts

Region/District . 1981

Both Sex Male Female
Bangladesh 23619 22430 1189
Bandarban 66 56 10
Chittagongh H.T. 197 178 19
Chittagong 1437 1374 63
Comiila - 1708 1632 76
Noakhali 871 841 30
Sylhet 1603 1494 109
Dhaka 2959 2814 145
Faridpur 1220 1182 38
Jamalpur 28 677 3
Mymensingh 1926 1779 147
Tangail 654 620 Rz}
Barisal 1183 1139 44
Jessore 1077 1049 28
Khulna 1158 1124 3
Kushtia 628 606 22
Patuakhali 417 406 11
Bogra 758 721 37
Dinajpur 927 873 M
Pabna 928 804 Lo
Rajshahi 1304 1222 82
Rangpur 1870 1749 121

Source : Man-power Survey, BBS. 1980

2.7. Government and Administration

The constitution of Bangladesh provides for a unicameral
Legislature which is called Jaliya Sengsad or Parliament. It consists of
300 members directly elected by adautt franchise. The members of
Jatiya Sangsad elect another 30 female members. As such the lotal
number of members of the Jatiya Sangsad comes 10 33(). Election (o the
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Fifth Jatiya Sangsad was held on Feh 22, 1991. The Jattya Sangsad
¢lected a President and the country regained Parliamentary Democracy.

Bangladesh is governed by a parliamentary form of Government.
The Prime Minister is the Chief Exccutive of the country. He/She is
elected by the President from the majority/panty Leader. He/She has a
council of minister who assist him/her in the discharge of his/her
dulics.

The couniry is divided into 4 administrative divisions, cach
headed by a Divisional Commissioner. A division has a number of
Pstricts, administered by a Deputy Commissioner.

Each District is divided into several thanas. A thana consists of
several unions. In each union, there is an Union Parisad responsible
and accountable o the local people and acts as the local government at
the lowest tier. All the tres of the local govemments is administered by
the representatives of the people in order to cnsure people's
participation in local administration and development. There are other
jocal government instittions in the urban and rural areas. In the urban
arcas there are City Corporations and Municipalitics headed by Mayors
and Chairman.

The President is a titular head. He is clected by the members of the
Parliament for 5 ycars. The President is the head of the stale and the
Prime Minister is the head of the Government. There are now 36
Ministrics and 50 Divisions. On rceommendation of the Prime Minister
the President appoints Ministers. State Ministers and Deputy Ministers.

The permanent officer in charge of the Ministries/ Divisions is
designated as Secretary who belongs to Civil Service. The
administrative structure of Bangladesh is given below:

\
2.7.1. Administrative Structure

At the top of the Administrative structure, there is the President's
Sccretariat with Public Division, Personal Division, Cabinet Division,
Election Commission Secretariat, Parliament Sccretariat, Supreme
Command Head Quarters Division, Bangladesh Public Service
Commission Secretariat and Special Officers (Welfare) Division, as
partof it.

There is Prime Minister's Secretariat also. The Prime Minister
concurrently holds charge of the Ministry of Defence, Establishment
and Cabinct Division (Postition as on. 20.09.91).
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The names of the Ministries are given below:

Ministry

Establisment .

Defence.

Civil Aviation and Tourism.

Home Affairs.

Forcign Affairs.

Finance.

Planning.

Agriculture,

Fisheries and Live Stock.

Irrigation, Water Development and Flood Control.
Environment and Forest.

Food.

Reliel.

Communication.

Posts and Tele-communication.

Shipping.

Local Govt. Rural Develpment and Co-operatives.
Law and Justicc.

Encrgy and Mineral Resources.

Industry.

Jute.

Textile.

Commerce.

Education.

Cultural Affairs.

Land.

Works.

Information.

Health and Family Planning.
Social Welfare.

Labour and Manpower,
Youth and Spons.
Religions Affairs.
Womens Affairs.
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Some of the Ministrics are divided into Divisions and some of the
Divisions inlo Departments. Usually a Division is headed by a
St cretary and sometimces by a Joint Secrelary or Additional Sccretary.

The National Library of Bangladesh is a part of the Directorate of
Archives and Libraries which falls under the Ministry of Cultural
Atlfairs.

2.7.2. Seccretariat

The Sceretariat is the centre of all activities of the Government of
Bangludesh, L is here that all administrative policics are conceived, take
their final shape and pre commuricated 10 the Heads of attached
departments for implementation and cxecution. The Sceretariat is
composed of all Ministrics.

2.7.3 Dircctorate/Departments

Under cach Minisiry of the Sceretariat there are one or morc
attached offices. These are not in the Secretariat proper. These arc
called attached offices or dircetorates or depariments, These are usually
headed by specialists. The National Library of Bangladesh is under one
of the Dircctorates viz. The "Dircctorate of Archives & Libraries.”

2.8 Education

Education is a pre-requistte for successful implementation of
national development programme. But the progress of cducation is still
poor. The percentage of literacy in the country is only 24% However,
our Govemment have been trying to improve the sityation in the field of
cducation. Priority has becn given to cducation through increased
allocation of resources which are to be utilized for achieving the
following objectives set up by the govemment rcccmly: .

i Introduction of Universal Primary Education with particular -
cmphasis on the development of cognitive skills,

. Launching of National Mass Education Programmc.

iil,  Narrowing the rural urban gap of educational fucilities and
providing more financial support te rural institutions and
individuad rural talents. -

tv. Introduction of vocational courses in secondary schools,

v Acccicrated expansion of facilitics for Women's cducation to
reduce the educational gap between the sexes;
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vi. Intfoduction of sciectivity in higher education;

vii. Pronounced bias in favour of scicnce and technology at all levels
of education and_ introduction of profcssional courses at higher
level.

viii. Removal of existing imbalances at various levels of cducation,

ix. Decentralization and m—orgmli}.;uinn of educalional administration.

x.  Proviston of adequate [unds for completion of ongoing projects.?

In order to achicve the above objectives, the policy of de-
centralization has been adopted by our government. The responsibility
of managing the primary schools has been vested in the local authonty.
Efforts are being made to locate the Local Education Authority ai the
Upa-zilla level as the same is the basie unit of the administration.

2.8.1 Primary Education-—5 years (Grades 1-5)

Total number of primary schools rose to 44, 927 in 1932-83 from
43937 in 1981-82. Qut of 44,927 schools, number of government run
schools is 36,666. Comparative figures of scbools and tcachers and
students for the years 1980-81 10 1982-83 arc shown below: 10

Table 10
Comparative Figure on Primary Education during the
year 1980-81 to 1982-83

Year Number ol Number ol Number ol
Schools Teachers Students
1O80-81 43,936 1;88,234 82,36.520
1951-82 43937 1,88,243 82,40,169
1U82-83 44927 1,76,478 86,33,524

Teacher-studem mtio is found w he 1:49 during the year 198253,
Source : Hangladesh Faonomic Survey 1982-83.

Although tuition is free, primary education is yet to be made
universal and compulsory, one -hird of the school age children still
remaining outside the schools. The major problems in this arca are:

a.  Low corolment ratio, pariiculary of girls which is around 36.58
per cent,

b. Inadcquate physical facilitics.!!
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2.8.2 Secondary FEducations
Sceondary Education constists of three phases:

(Classes VI-XG -

a. Junior Sccondary (Grades 6-8)
b.  Sccondary (Grades 9-10)
¢.  Higher Sccondary (Grades 11-12)

"Seeondary cducation is of live years' duration followed by two
years of higher sccondary cducation. Studenis of the age group 1 i-16
years fall under this group. Though the medium of cducation is
Bang!a, English is a compulsory subject of study. At the end of class
X, Secondary Schoot Certificate cxamination is conducted by the four
Boards of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education at Dhaka,
Comilla, Jessore and Rajshahi. In 1973 the number of high schools
was roughly 6,000 which increased 1o 8,327 in 1980. The schools
which cater 1o the needs of the students of only Classes V1o Vil are
known as junior high schools. The primary function of these schools is
1o prepare pupils for admission into Class IXor vocational institutions.
In 1975-76 there werc 2,562 junior high schools.”!2

Education a1 the higher sceondary stage is imparted in classes XI
and XII of the intermcdiate colleges and intcrmediaic scctions of degree
colleges. This stage is treated as a part of sccondary cducation and its
controt is cnrusted with the four Boards of Sccondary Education
mentioned previousty. In 1978 there were 277 intcrmediate colleges. In
the same year 315 degree colleges had intermediate scctions. 13

After passing Higher Sccondary Centificate (H.S.C) cxamination
at the end of class XII one group of students cnicrs the genceral
universities and the other group enters technical and professional
colleges and 1cchnical universitics.

Comparative (igurcs of the numher of institutions, (cachers and
students for 1he three successive years are shown in the Tahle 1.
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Table 11

Comparative Statements of Data in Respect of Jumior
Secondary, Sccondary and Higher Secondary
Education Regarding Teachers and Students

Number of Number of Number of

Institelions Teachers Atudents
Type 1980 1981 19%2 1980 1981 J9R2 IR 1981 fuhsl
LIOKT J9X2 19X TR IUX2 983 149K 1482 PR3

Juner

Seeon -

dary 2133 2260 DKW 11TR2 13883 127314 223u6h 23R245 223954

ey sl

ﬁl'r); 6352 6001 6653 6WRT2 8205 %1527 JGOWN2 1722171 (931257
ipher

Secon-

dary Pl 3ty 213 363 3155 2128 59064 3990 RERNE

* Data for 1982-83 provisional.
Feacher-Student ratio for secondary cducation i found to be 1:27

2.8.3 Enrolment in Primary and Secondary leveis of
Education

In the primrary stage the slow grow(h of enrolment generally
accounts for the slow progress of literacy in the country. On the basis
of official stalistics cnrolment at the primary stage from 1947 1ill the
independence of Bangladesh grew at a compund rate of a litle over 4
per cent per anum. Enrolment between 1965-66 and 1979-80 grew at a
compound ratc of oniy 3.6 per cent per anum (Sce Table 12). As
against this, cnrolment at the sccondary stage grew at a compound ralc

of 6.8 per cent per anum. On the basis of Planning Commission data,

the projected enrotment at the primary stage in 1981 is only 63.84 per
cent of the relevant age-group (6-10), the proponion of enrolment of
boys and girls of the relevant age groups being 76.72 per cent and
50.53 per cent respectively, 14
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Tahie 12
Enrolment ai Different Levels of Fducation

im Bangladesh
(Primary and Secondary Lkducation)

{(Figures in thousand)

1965 1966 1972-1973 19771978 197914940}

Primary iClass |-¥ ) )
Bows 2,075 4,000 — A.760)
Curls . 109 2,008 o 2,240
Talal 4. 2%4 6, () i RiM) 7L

Secondary (Class V] Xy

Boys T3 1,428 — 1A%
Garls 103 72 4
Total 847 1,704} 1,213 2.01%)

Source: 1y For enrolmerits in [U65-66, "Stanstical Information on Fducation in
East Pakistan”. The East Pakisiun Educadon Week, 1970, published
by DPL Government of Former Fast Pakisian,

i For enrolments in 1973, 1978 and 1930, Flanning Commission,
Government of Bangladesh, Sccond Five Year Plan, Planning
Commission estimates are significantly lower than those of the
Ministry of Education, which are generally regarded as inflated at any
rate [or the primary stage.
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Fig. I

Diagram showing the educational structure

Entrance to next higher stage
After 10th grades not auto-
matic, pre-requisile make up

Courscs mily be necessary

Universitics
Institutes
Caolleges

Scheoling
" years
Formal
Nonfomal General
Higher
Polytech Sccondary
Formal Community General
Nontormmal Based Programme
VTI Programme
Skilts and
Social
Education Nonfonmal Formal
Nonformal General
Skills Sccondary
And social (Junior)
Education
- Summary

~13
-i2

10

2.8.4 1{ligher Education

Higner education inctudes education at post HSC level {after grade

12) comprising the following courscs of studics:

a.  2-.ycar ordinary first dcgree (B.A., B. Com., B.5c.);

b.  3-year specialised degree in Ans, Science and Commierce;

¢. 4 and 5 year professional [irst degree in Engincering,
Aagchitecture, Medicine, ctg.;

d.  Masier's Degree (Buration

prequalilicationsy;

¢. M. Phil. and Ph. D degree (Duration : 2 years for M. Phil.

arid 3 yecars for Ph. D)

¢ 1-2 ycars depending on
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The courscs of higher education are offered by degrec colleges,
professional colleges and universitics. Of the six universitics four offer
generat courses, one offer courses in agriculture and the other offers
courses in engincenng and technology. A seventh university, viz. the
Istamic University has been cstablished in ihe neighbourhood of
Dhaka. Although the universities are self governing institutions, a good
percentage of their expenditure is provided by Lhe Goevermment as block
grants,

One of the most scrious problems in the ficld of higher education
is thai its cxpansion during the past decades has been completely
unrelated to.the manpowcer needs of the country and that its cnormous
growth has becn possible at the expense of primary, secondary and
technical scetors. Recently a lecling has growin thal a universiy is a
place to keep the young people off the labour market. Second, within
the higher education system wicre (s a serious imbalance, nearly 70 per
cent of all enrolmenis being in the ans and humanities. Third, inspiie of
the high cost of university and ceollege education the overall
performance in terms of quality and oulput of this sector is extremcely
poor. The dropout and failure rates in B, Sc., B.A, and B. Com.
Hons. and Pass Courses are very high, In the outlying rural colicges
the liture and dropout rale in B.Sc. Hons. has been recorded as high
as 87 per cent. S

2.8.5 ‘lechnical Eduocation

Technical education is organized in three tierscentificate, diploma
and degree. While ceniilicate coureses preparing skilled woerkers are
provided in 54 vocational training institules 3-year diploma courses in
various branches of engingering and technology are offered by 17
polytechnics and 4 monotechnics, Degree courses however arc
provided by 4 engincerning coileges under a Universily of Engincering
and Technology. The major deficiencies in the field of technical
cducation are: (u) mnadequale linkage of technical institutions with
industrics {b) fack of relevance of the curricula to Lhe socio-cconomic
conditions ol the country {¢) shortage of teacners in the cnginecting
colicges due to brain drain at the high levei of technical manpower and
(d) shortage of skilled workers; the rauo between cngineers techiicians
and skilled workers being 1;3:2 as against the inlernational guidelines
of 1:5:15
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2.8.6 Teacher Education

A one ycar Certificate in Education for primary teachers is
currcrily offered by 48 Primary Training Institutions (PTIs).'® The
minimum qualification for admission is HSC for men and SSC for
wornen.

For the primary teachers of sccondary schools 10 Teachers
Training Colleges offer the B, Ed. course (the entry requircment being
a bachelor's degree) and two of them also provide a Masier's course in
Education. The Instituic of Education and Rescarch of the University
of Dhaka offcrs a onc-year Diplema in Education, a iwo-year M. Ed
course (two years afier bachelor's degree and one year after Diploma)
and a Ph, D programme in Education.

Attracting the right kind of persons to the teaching proiession has
been a basic problem. Also the course of studies nced to be up dated,
modemised and improved. The duration of the Certificaie in Education
course for primary tcachers has to be extended so that the quality of
tcachers at this level may be improved.
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-Table 13

Number of Students by University

University Student 1979-80

Male 'Fernale Total

Dhaka Universiry 10555 4021 14576

Rajshatu University 83138 1679 9397

Chiuagong University 4402 868 5370

Jahangimagar University 1060 198 1258

Enginecring University 2302 8] 2383

Agricultural University 2935 111 3046

Tolal ' 29572 6958 36530

Student
195051 1981-82
Mule Female Tonal Mule Female Total
10633 1577 14570 11448 KR4 15332
#A70 P67 141237 4Y3i2 1942 i 1264
4198 Bl6 M7 424% 985 5233
L] 175 1116 1252 254 : 1516
2553 b 2641 2667 94 2706
6 154 1470 3414 134 3344
371 ) 6637 37108 32351 7348 30644
Spurce: 1. Registrars of Six Universities

. University Grams Comnuission,



Natictial Library of Bangladesh 33

Table 14

Number of Teachers by University

Universily Teacher
1979-80)
Mule Female (oLl
Dhika University 714 135 849
Raygshuhit University 406 19 423
Chiltagong Liniversity 332 22 354
Juhangimagrar University 133 15 150
Engincering University 246 8 254
Agricultarad L niversity 37 7 354
Total 2180 206 2388
Teacher
19R0-81 1981-82
Mide lFemale Total Make Female Tolal
670 133 B3 710 135 845
433 21 456 430 21 457
336 20 356 373 22 395
138 14 152 137 I8 (35
254 I3 67 239 15 214
35K X 06 352 t 338
219 29 2267 217 217 2484

Source: 1. Kegistrars of Six Universities
2. University Grants Commission.
2.8.7 Enrolment in higher levels of education

Il may be interesting to analyse the rates of growth ol enrolment in
higher levels ot education. Table 15 provides the data.

It may be seen that the combined enroiment at the higher
sccondary stage and the general colleges show a compound rate of
growll of 8.4 per cent per annum beiween 1965-66 and 1979-80
3~ '
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which is substantially higher than those at the primary and the
seeondary stages.

FEnrolment in the general universilies grew at a compound rate of
10.3 per cent per annum between 1965-66 and 1879-80, although il we
consider a more reeent period viz, 1972-73 (o the first year of
tndependence there was a phenomenal expansion ef enrolment in the
eeneral universities which was sharply reduced in the following year.

Enrolment in the Engineering University grew al a compound rate
of 3.3 per cent per annum during 1965-66 10 1979-80). Enrolment in
the Agricultural University over the same peried increased at a
compound rale of 9.8 per cent per annum over the same period. The
cnrolment in the Medical colleges increased at a compound rate of 13
per cent per annum over the twelve years 1965-66 1o 1977-1978.
During the same period Polytechnics increased their enrolment at a
canpound rate of over 12 per cent per annum, while cnrolment in
college level (eacher cducation expanded by 9.3 per cent per annum,!?

Table 15

Fonrolment ot Different Levels of Education

(Hizher Levels ol Bducation)
1865 i |RERR 1677 78 | W7 N

Hhglivr secondary

Creneral Collope 124,657 IRERNAY] Ax1,000 INA (KD
Uni\'rl'sil}'
A, Leneral 7853 253,227 24 930 41061
B Professional
1. Fngineering 1,504 1,726 b 500 2,383
1y Awricudoirg 823 2,531 20 ENYEL

Techine ] ars Profess e

tCnlere Ll

Engincering 216 1,293 lnen
Avriculle 202 A56 248
Muedieis Lun 3,304 8,137
l'eacher Fducation RN 2233 3,268 -
Polerschnge LIRS L QH77 13,588

* Enrolment in Polviechnice <Yewn under 1963-60 actually refers (o 1964-65.

Source:  For data relating to 1965-66 "Statistical Information of Education in East
Pukistan”, the East Pakistan Education Week, 1970 published by DP1
Government of former East Pakistan. For data relating to 1972-73, except
for universities, Planning Commission, The First Five Year Plan (1973-78),
Dhaka, 1973, For data relating 1o Universities excepl 1965-66, and 1979-



National Library of Bangladesh 35

2.8.8 Religious Education

Besides the gencrat system of education, there is a traditional
system known as Madrasah cducation which imparts rcligious
instructions to the Muslim- Students. In 1978 the number of madrasahs
stood at 2,388. These madrasahs are of dilferent types varying Irom
Dakhil (equivalent 1o Matriculation) to Kamil (Master's degree). There
arc 142 Pali and Sanskrit institutions for impaniing religious cducation
to Hindus and other minority communitics of Bangladesh, '8

The stages of the Madrasah education are as follows:

a)
b)

c)
d)

c)

Ebicdayce (Primary)
Dakhil (Scecondary)

6 ycars after Ebicdayce.
Alim (Higher Sccondary)
2 years afier Dakhil.
Fazil {First Degree)

2 years alter Alim.

Kamil {Master Degree)

2 years alier Fazil. 19

A comparative study ol Madrasah education with tcachers and
students therein for the three successive years are shown below.

80, Reports of the University Granis Commission; lor 1979-80 estimates of
the University Grants Commission, I

For data reluting t 1977-78, 1979-80 for higher secondary and gencral
colleges, Planning Commussion, Draft Second Five Year Plan, Dhaka,
1980; for wechnical and professional education, “Statistical Profile of
Education in Bangladesh”, "Bangladesh Burcau of Education Statistics of
Bangladesh”, Bangladesh Buresu of Education Information and Statistics,
December 1979,



Table 16
Number of madrasahs (1980-81 to 1932-83)

~ationa) Libranynl Bangladesh

Type ol Madrasah

Nuinher ol Mudrasahs

14580-81 ival-u2 198243
Liantut 1426 16582 1615
Alin A7 BRI S04
Fanl I 594 541
Kunni 63 ax 54
Toral 2562 28064 28113
Number of (eachers L Nuamber of students 000)
[OR0-81  T19R1-82  1982-83 1980-8 1 98 1-52 Jusl-¥s
10707 11016 13909 131 150 253
HEN 8532 3719 K2 83 1z
8748 K7E 8001 132 136 149
1312 1312 24 1% L) 24
2ONAN 20608 28733 363 388 328

Soance o 10 Bunghindesh Economie Survey

wl o Madrasab Educanon Board o981 823

‘The most serious problem in this field of study is that the
Madrashas stay beyond the pole of modernising influcnces and there is
no serious atlempt o make them upto date about their academic
programmes. Till now no scicnce and technical subjeets have been
introduced in their courses of studics.

2.8.9 Non-formal education

Further, there are non-formal education programmes  which arc
saining more and more importance, cspecially for adults who have
never had an opportunity 1o enter the regular school system. Literacy
training (organizced both by Government and volumtary organizations)
and family planning courses are expanding parts ol the non-formal
cducation scctor,
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2.8.10 Educational finance

Subscctor Development 2nd Phas

Expenditure
during
197380 (% )

Alldeation (94

In crores

Privnury Eiucation 1330
Secondary Education 11.64
Technical Educition 18.14
Universitics ' 2639

* Incluwding ness Educauon

Table 17

47.49
12.37
12,28

72520

Expenditure on Education by Types of Institution

{Taki in cromres)

Type of instilution 14s0-81 1981 .82 1982.83 19%3-84
(R.E) {B.E.)
Non-government secondary
schools . 35.52 36,19 43.14 4314
Primary schools : 5,402 9864 142,00 157.(4)
Crrvernment specia!
schools 6.72 6.84 Y27 1.7
Non-government speciil
schools 12.73 [4.58 17.29 17.29
Others ANK! 644 3.73 399
Tow:] Revenue Expenditure : 22043 21720 244 75 M3a7
Development Expenditure U664 10746 8837 14708}
Cirand Tolal 32652 354.20 a2 dMEi7
Universities 26,0} 3300 AR RO
Oovemimernt colleges (men) N2 1179 |14 1460
Govenmnent colleges (wornen) 2.67 205 256 26}
Total colleges 11.549 15,84 17 (i 17.22
Non-government colleges (men) 859 8.94 116l 11,61
Non-government colleges {women) - . -
Total non-government calleges . Rl N4k 1G] iRl
Covernment Professional calicges L .74 216 153
Covvermmient Scoondary schools 1, 30} 7.20 K55 G2

Senrce t Mimistry of Fioanee

Compaled by Baig iadesh Bureing ol Statislics
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Table 18
Average Monthly Private Tuition Charges in
Dhaka S.M.A
iIn Takis

Lovelof Fducauon - i/ 2R 1477 Tusy (VR
1. Primary level
Minimyum- 73 X 125 173 273
MircHmm Hy 126 Ny 25 ER'S:
2, Sceondary kovel
A, Classviw vini
Ahntmum 1 125 Ts AR AR,
Maximum RILT] 225 Rt} A 0
B Classixamd x
Mimraum 2iny 228 M5 A3A (i}
Alaamim A 350 Jiny S50 R}
30 termedie kesel
Minimuin ALY PR i RS Y.
Maximum N 350 450 525 )
4. Higher level
Minimum HX) 450 RN & 7000
M imum KLL AN) (i} TA0) N

Soarge:  BRBS (Bangladesh Burean ol Statisnesy
SMA (Sttstcal Metropobia,

2.9 Culture

Bangladesh has a rich cultural hentage extending over centunes. It
has a rich language (Bangla) which belongs o the Inde-Aryan lamily
of languages and is the mother tengue of nearly 130 million people in
the world.2! Bangla is the mother tongue of Bangladeshees. There are
dialectical differences from region o region.

The country also inheritcd a rich tradition of painting. Episodcs
from legends, love lore and raturc’s beauty lind expression in terra
colta, pottery, clay maodcels, handicrafi and cmbroidery. Modem
Bangladesh paintings found their fincst expression in [igurative works
that drew inspiration from the soil and loiling masscs. The works of
vanous pioncers display appearance of boatmen, fishemen, peasants,
tribal women, snake charmers. herds of cattle ele.

Equally varied is the tradition of music that can be broadly divided
into three categonces viz, clussical, folk and modem.
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Throughout the history of Bangladesh its architccture found
cxpression in monasterics, temples, mosqucs, churches and tombs
depicling distinctive styles and cultural influences.

Although one of the Icast developed countries, Bangladesh has a
rich cultural heritage and a long history in which its indigenous
institutions played a significant rofe. Neglected over the yeurs, the
indigenous institutions disappearcd and an educational system
implanted by colonial rulers ook shape. Today the country s engiged
in developing, consolidating and redesigning the system ielt by the
colonial rulers. The basis for redesigning as cnunciated by Dr. Abdul
Majeed Khan, is as follows:

2) developing the Bangta Language and Literature with
emphasis on production and publication ol Bangla Text
books for higher education;

b)  cxpansion of Public Library services throughout the countsy.
the National Library [orming the apex of the Libriary system.

¢)  developing and promoling ling arts, and

d) preserving national history and heritage 22

2.10 Research

Bangladesh as a developing country of the third world fias o
depend on cffective use of science and technology for alleviating the
poverly and misery of the overwhelming population. The basic tieeus
like food, clothing, housing, medicine, fucl, cte. ensure adeguale
opportunitics o cmployment. U will also improve the standard ol
cconomic development, But it cannot be solved withoui the help of
science and technology. So, rescarch in every field 1< absoiuiely
necessary. The rescarch institutions of the couniry inciuding
Universitics have their librarics and those libranies constitute the maiin
sources of information for them. Besides, Bangladesh National
Scientilic and Technical Documentation Centre (BANSDOC) is playin:
a vital role to mect the information requirement of Scientiiic anu
Technical Rescarches of the country in all the ficlds ¢l Soienoe and
Technology including medicine and agricuiture.

.

"According 10 the latest (igures available in the T stden oy
year book, the total economically active scientilic witd e iticd!
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manpower of Bangladesh in 1973/74 amounted Lo 63,500 persons, of
whom 23,500 were scicntists and Engincers and the remainder were
technicians. The number of Scientists and cngineers engaged in full-
time rescarch and development in the natural Scicnees and Engincenng
was 1649" 5

Il is ncedless to cmphasise that (he cconomic, social and
cducational development, of the peopte cannot be made without proper
rescarch in Science and Technology. And rescarch cannot be carricd on
without well organiscd libratics.

Now-a-days we ind "Majority of the rescarch works are located
in the Universitics which employ nearly 60 pereent of all the research
workers with Ph.D. qualification. Many of thosc cmployed in
Universilics are not cngaged [ull-time in rescarch but also bave teaching
responsibilitics. Most of the rescarch workers have access (0
specialized libraries dealing with their fields of rescarch, ">

There are, however, several rescarch instilutions such as
Bangladesh Agncultural Rescarch Institutions, Bangladesh Council of
Scicntilic and Industrial Rescarch (BCSIR), Medical Rescarch
Institutions, Nuclear Rescarch Instituions, Marine Biological
Laboratory and Agquarium, Delence Science Organizalion, Road
Rescarch Laboratory, Housing and Building Rescarch Centre cte.

2.11 Library Support

These rescarch institutions have their own Librancs. But all the
libraries of Bangladesh arc extremely poor in respect of materials and
traincd manpower. The situation has been [urther worsened hy the
unprecedented increase of ¢ost of hooks, periodicals cle. Most of the
libraries are lacking the back volumes of periodicals which are very
imponant 10 support rescarch. And there is no immediate proposal for
improvement of information system in the country. This is cssential for
carrying on rescarch on the problems ol basic necessities ol life.

Scientific and icchnolegical information is undoubtedly an
essential ingredient for the success of any programme of Scientilic
research and experimental development. It is a fact that cconoimic
development of any country depends on proper utilization ol its natural
resources through systematic rescarch.
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For doing this the rescarchers must ulilize Lhe existing knowledge
and information available anywhcre on carth in their respective liclds.
The quality of any rescarch becomes substandard if there is any
information gap. Every rescarcher must be abreast of the results of the
latest investigations in his ficld of inlcrest as a basis upon which
build up his concept and contribution. The rescarcher will have 1o
compare his resulls with published information and data for proper
cvaluation of this work. For collecting proper informatton from he
published sources in cvery country there must be a national library,
because it preserves all the rare publications and also the current oncs
published both at home and abroad. Bangladesh is a poor country and
cvery library cannot atford to buy all the essential foreign publications
duc to lack of forcign currcney. The national library can play 4 co-
ordinating rolc in the resource sharing programmes.

The educational, cultural and rescarch activitics which have given
Bangladesh a great momentum in its development afier liberation, will
reccive a funher [illip by the establishment of a full-fledged National
Library. On account of the high cost of books and periodicals the
Nationat Library must function as co-orlinator of all the librarics. In all
the developing countrics of the Third World where resources are
mcagre and scanty, there is a great need for co-ordination in overall
ptanning process in the Information System as it will largely climinate
overlapping of functions and duplication ol cfforts in their documents.
Soin the case of a newly emerged third world developing country like
Bangladesh the National Library should be the co-ordinaling, centre of
public, special and educational lihrarics. Close co-operation and ¢o-
ordination will climinate duplication of [unctions and overlapping,
lower administrative overheads and make small organisations viable
through merger whencver it is necessary.

Today, Bangladesh as a developing country of the Third World,
is wholchecartedly engaged in developing, consolidating and
redesigning the systems lefl by the colonial rulers. And as such the
seiting up of a National Library is of utmost necessily so thal it may
preserve the cultural heritage of Bangladesh for our [uture generations
and he an instrument for adequate library support 1o the educational and
rescarch programmes of the country for the overall development of the
people and the enrichment of their lilc.
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- : CHAPTER 3

LIBRARY SCENE IN BANGLADESH

3.1 Introduction

The National Library of a country is the apex of its library system
and should be in a position Lo play a Icading and coordinating rele in
respect of all other librarics of the country. Thercfore it is peniincni (hat
in a study relating to the functional and organisational structure of the
national library the existing library situation is described and evaluated.
This chapter, thercfore, attempts to give an overvicw of the general
library situation in Bangladcsh. The author has been handicapped in
this effort by the dearth of published literature on the subject. This
account is therefore based on whatever limited litcrature the author was
able to gain access to and on ber own personal obscrvations. .

Prior to independence and pantition of the subcontinent in 1947,
Bangladesh'was pant of the Province of Bangal and was gencrally
referrcd 10 as East Bcngdl It was backward in the mauer of education
and library dcvelopmcnl The westem part of the province which now
constitutcs the Staie of West Bungal a panl of India, was morc
fortunate in this regardsaand many librarics in the urban and rural arcas
including the Impcm] Library which latcr became the National Library
of India were functioning fhere.

Even during the Pakistani perod aficr 1947, Bangladesh which
was then called East Pakistan suffered neglect in library development
as in the development of various other agencies meant for promoting
social, educational and gcoromic progiess. There were no librarics in
the region worth the name except the library of the University of
Dhaka, which could be used by scholars and the gencral public. The
only signilicant dcvclopment worth mentioning was 1he establishment
of the Dhaka Central Public Library (now called Bangladesh Central
Public Library). However, the progress of this tibrary was slow and
wrdy and it was not available [or use by the public for a long time.
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The libraries of Bangladesh now fall under the threc broad
categorics of Public Librarics, Academic Librarics ana Special
Librarics (no account is given here of the National Library as it will be
dealt with separatcly).

3.2 Public Libraries

Reference has already been made o the Bangladesh Central Public
Library (CPL). The Toundation stonc of this library was laid in 1953
but it took five years for the building to be completed and used. The
following is a brict account of this library:

"In 1958, aficr completion of the building, the library was opencd
1o the public. In 1962, this building was turned over to the University
of Dhaka. The Public Library howeyer, remained in the building. This
has caused some adminisiralive problems, as weltl as some confusion
as far as the general public is concemcd. Since 1962, the library has
had no libranan. Day (o day work is carricd out by three able assistant
librarians under the direction of the University Librarian and the Oflicer
of Special Duty . . . . There is some danger of this library losing its
identity as a public library duc to its present location on University
property. Although the collection is processed for lending scrvices,
books arc not yel actually loaned to the public. The officials of the
library are still waiting for the official permission of the government 1o
start the lending services of the library™ !

L.C. Kcy the first and only library consuliant to the Government
of Pukistan, obscrved: " . . . . the East Pakistan Government has
recent!y taken o commendable step in settling up under the Social Uplifi
Scheme the Fast Pakistan Central Public Library with a progressive
statement of functions”2. Two decades later the Bangladesh Education
Commission had nothing 1o report about it except 1o siate that "A very
feeble effiort at establishment of public libraries in this part was madc
during the fitlics™.

According 1o the Directory published by the Pakistan
Bibliographical Working Group?, there were only twelve public
librarics in 1937 in the then East Pakistan. However, by 1966 the
numbcer of puhlic librarics rose to 1083

Dtz the next five vears, the number remained more or less the
samte, o s 000 was 11280 The total number of public hibrarics
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since then may have decreased because of the ravages brought by the
liberation war of 1971, There are no official statistics available for 1977
or 1978, but we may assume that there were about onc hundred public
librarics in Bangladesh?. According to the official record of the
Directoraté of Public Instruction the total number of aided non-
Govemment Public Libraries in Bangladesh in 1982 was 145, The
district-wise distribution of the librarics is as given in lable 1.

Three Governiment public libraries were founded in recent years in
Chittagong, Jessore and Khulna. The Education Commission sct up in
1972 recommendced in its report of 1974 that the Central Public Library
be converted into Bangladesh National Library. According to many
librarians of Bangladesh this would be a step in the wrong direction. In
January 1981 the Parker Report (1.S. Parker, UNESCO expent) siated
that: "It will be impossible to promote the development of public
libruries in Bangladesh without first establishing an organisational
structure through which plans for library development can be put into
elfects. '

/ According to Parker, the Central Public Library (CPL) would be
the focus and the nucleus of the National Library. The CPL had no
Dircctor for a long time. Parker wasg categorical in stating that the
Director be fully qualified academically and professionally and well
cxperienced?. But this was not to be. When the present Govemment
came to power, il decided to abolish the Bangladesh Parishad and to
have the CPL take over its resources. It became a creation which is
ncither the library nor the Parishad but worst of both with Parishud
People on top and CPL and Parishid employees under one umbrella
called the Department of Library. A library that was hardly capable of
purtorming its regualr funclions now being burdencd with the
extrancous functions of the Parishad could perform neither of them
»usinlactorily. For all pratical purpose, public library service in the
ceuntry has been uprooted with its fountainhead disrupted. It is indeed
a sad episode in the history of librarianship in Bangladesh!0,
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Table 1}

District-Wise Distribution of Public Libraries in 1982
Disincl No. of Librancs
Dtk ]
Mymensingh 12
Faridpur 8
Tangail i
Ray-huhi 11
Rangput 7
Lhnapur 3
Boura 3
Pahi 3
Barisal 9
Patakhali 1
Jessore 7
Kushiis b
Khulma 2
Chiiagong 12
Chintzgong Hill tracts 3
Nouk hvali 4
Connlla 13
S}II\L'I 7

The holdings of the hbrares range from as Jow as 375 volumes to 26202 volunes,

3.3 Academic Libraries

3.3.1 University Libraries

Dhaka University Library is the oldest and largest among ihe
University Librarics. It was established in 1921. It is the largest library
in the country with over 402,582 volumes. It is cqual in size to the
combincd resources of all the other Universities. Rajshahi University
established in 1953 in the northem part of the country has the second
largest University library with 180,137 volumes.

There are six University librarics which constitute tbe most
imponant group of librarics in the country in terms ol resources and
financial allocation. All the universitics are financed by the
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Government. The total annual book budget of the six universities 15 in
-cxeess of 4 million takall,

The chicf librarians of the University libraries are given the
states and salary of professors but they lack full authority to administer
the dibrary, for they have to tum 10 the university authoritics for aiy
policy or budsget decisions. The librarians arc not always consuited
before the library budget is finalised.

Though Dhaka University is the premier University of the
country, and its library s considered the leading library and looked
upto for scuting trends, standards and cven leadership, since July 1972,
the library has been without a lihrarian, and has heen managed hy
University Projessors in tum. Even prior to 1972 it had a lihrarian for
over two decades who did not have a degree in Library Science! 2.

tinally it is 10 be poinwed out that co-operition belwecn
University librarics does not yet cxist. There is neither any inter library
lendling progrummes, nor a resource shanng agreement to help the
libraries overcome the perennial problem of inadequacy of individua!
library holdings and scrvices.

Growth rate ol University Libraries in
Bangladesh, 1950-1983

i jus7h [3¢ Prie 9770 & poad]
"Dk OLASS 20000 TeNB0 285,000 33000 HI2.5K2
Hue bt 17,0001 ACLUKH) s o Jad 2lo N 7w
Clutlagans: RIREES STAm 06T
Avriculturl
g 2414
kngimeeniny
and Techmival 165,101 AN TUANKDY
ik
Lilianzar Nagos R{IXCEN XTI

a0 The Waaldbal Tourmme Gooresponding s eurd
b s Diddiov toa Lok TNy Tarae 1957 1L
N Tt Do Doy 4 sy

Jo Cornmens Wealth Biversioes Year ook (1953
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3.3.2 College Libraries

According to the Pakistan Bibliographical Working Group
directory there were sixty scven college libraries in 1957 in East
Pakistan!3. The largest of these librarics had over thirty thousand
volumes, and the smallest three hundred volumes. In 1963, there were
reported 10 be seventy cight collcge libraries!4, Of these two had
collections over thirly thousand, ten over ten thousand: and nine had
Iess than one thousand cach. In 1974 according to the Education
Commission there were 510 intermediate and degree colleges with an
estimaled student enrolment of 500.000. By 1978, the number of
colleges increased 1o six hundnfd. Educational authoritics ¢laim that
cach college has a library! 5,

The college library situation in Bangladesh has left much to be
desired. The college libraries lack most of the basic ingredients of a
sound and effective library programme. Inadequate book budget and
comsequent ill-equipped book stocks, lack of proper technical
organisation of the librarics, absence of a sound policy of book
selection, Closed aceess, want of rained personnel inadequate strength
and poor physical facilitics arc the common features of most of the
college librares. Worse than all these is the lack of awarcness on the
part of the teachers and students, of the imponant educational role of
college libraries. They are not viewed as essential ancitlaries of college
cducation which the teachers and students have necessarily 10 depend
on for their academic pursuil.

Unless tecaching methods and evaluation of the performance of
students are changed, the need for good libraries in collcges in not .
tikely 1o be felt. The present reliance on a single 1ext book or o few ext
books must be abandoned and the tibrary must be integrated more
closely with the educational process.

At the postgraduate level, however, students are showing a desire
1o use library resources other than text books. The large number of
University Ficulty members who received their postgraduate training
abroad were exposed (0 organize Ybrary services. Nawrally they want
their students to draw on library resources. Moreover faculty members
themselves have begun 1o demand better services from the library after
observing what their counterparts in foreign countrics get. Whatever
development has occurred in librarianship in Bangladesh is traceable
largely 1o assistance from foreign agencies. Besides helping to
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cstablish the Bangladesh National Mcdical Library and Documentation
Centre, thc Asia Foundation has helped the Dhaka University
Depariment of Library Science by making Amernican Expens available -
to it and by making scholarships available to its faculty to study
abroad!6. The Services of the librarics of the British Council and the
USIS (Now called the International Communication Agency)
demonstrate the usefulness of librarics to the public.

3.3.3 School Libraries

According to the Education Commission Report, therc are no
libraries in the primary schools (thirty eight thousand institutions, with
an cstimated cnrotment of 72 million). Nor is there any possibility of
their being set up in the near futurel?,

Libraries in the high schools (eight thousand institutions, with an
estimated enrolment of 8 million) are generally described as either
nonexisting or inoperative 8. The Education Commission observes:

In a majorily of the schools, the library is scaticred, most of the
books being in the Headmaster's room and the Teacher's sitting
room and (he rest in nocks and comers—all locked in book cases.
New books are mixed up wilh heaps of worm-caten, and out of
use books, getling spoiled in no time for want of space, which
cannot be segregated. To write off ohsolete books is not free from
complications arising out of rules and procedures . . . . In such
unfavourable circumstances the question simply does not arise of
any organisation or adoption of modem technique. The uncouth
appearance of the scattercd school library fails to arouse any
interest in tcachers and pupils.!?

Most of the libraries of the High Schools and Jr. High Schools
cannot be called libraries in the strict sense of Lhe term. Lack of space,
inadequacy of books, absence of a regualr book budget and wani of a
trained fultime librarian combine 10 present a very sad picture of most
school libranies in Bangladesh.

3.4 Special Libraries

In the arca of special librarics, Lthe situation is relatively brighter.
The largest of the special libraries is the Bangla Academy Library with
over 102,000 volumes.29 The Academy was formed in 1972 upon the
amalgamation of the former Bengali Academy and Central Board for
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Development of Bengali. The objectives of the academy arc (o promote
tie development of the Bengali language and lilerature in particular and
cducationists and intcilectuals in general. The collection of the former
Central Board for Development of Bengali (ten thousand volumes) is
considered a national treasure, 2!

The second largest special library is the Bengladesh Sceretariat
Libsary which serves Government Officers in particular. It has 85,500
volumes and answers about 4,000 questions annually.22

The third largest special library is that of the Bungladesh Institute
ol Development Studics with over {ilty thousand volumes. This
collection cncompasses backruns of socio-economic journals,
government publications of the Unitcd Nations and its specialized
agencies??,

The Bangladesh Parliament Library is estimated to be the fourth
largest special library. There is no published statistics. Besides these
librarics, other important special librarics are the Bangladesh Academny
for Rural Development Library (32,832 volumes), Bangladesh Bank
Library (18,161 Volum~). Dhaka Muscum (16,377 volumes),
National Instituie of Public Administration (over 10,000 volumes),
Varcndra Rescarch Museum which has been under the control of
Rajshahi University since 1961 (10,000 volumes, 4,500 ancient
manuscripts), Bangladesh College of Arts and Cralts Library (4,250
volumes). 2}, Other notable special libraries are the Bangladesh Atomic
Encrey Commission Library, Institute of Statistical Rescarch and
Training Library, Bangladesh Small Industrics Corporation Library,
Asiatic Socicty of Bangladesh Library and Libraries attached to the
VIriQUs 2oveTment minislres.

In health sciences, some progress was made in the establishment
of the National Health Library and Documentation Centre in 1974 with
assistance from the Asia Foundation. The centre is under the Ministry
of Hcalth and Family Planning and provides information and
documentation services to the health science and related professionals
who are dircetly or indirectly engaged in biomedical teaching, rescarch
and health carc delivery programines. While the centre has a modest
collection of seven thousand volumes and fifieen thousand bound
volumes of periodicals it alse has the advantage of frec access 1o the
collection of the Cholera Rescarch Laboratory (a collection of over five
thousand volumes and a current subscription of about two hundred
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penodicals) which is presently adjacent 1o it. The centre also avails
itsell of the MEDLINE and MEDLARS services by mail 23

Besides the National Health Library and Cholera Rescarch
Laboratory, there is another reasonably good medical library at the
Institute for Post-Graduate Medicine. It has a collection of eleven
thousand volumes, University libraries also held health science
litcrature, Dhaka University Science Library is particularly strong in
health sciences, and it receives about one hundred periodicals in heatth
and retated ficlds. However, these resources are not available outside
the University community. 26

The Health Library and Documentation Centre (NHLDC) has a
collection of 11,000 books and 15,000 bound volumes of perindicals
and subscribes for 250 journals (annually).

The National Council for Science and Technology has prepared a
project proposal for a National Science Library for incorperation in the
2nd Five Year Plan (1980-85)27. This is a massive project aiming 1o
mect the long fclt recquirements of cducalionists, scicntists,
techonlogists, rescarchers and students of all levels. Until this library
has its building the premises of Bangladesh Scientific and Techmeal
Documentation Cenire (BANSDOC) will be utilized [or this purpaesce.

The National Scicnce Library has nothing to be proud of yet. [t
docs not have a single periodical and onc wonders how it can
disscminate scientific and 1cchnical information without the basic
primary sources of information, 28

The librarics which are attached to some of Lthe government
ministrics are nothing more than small storage places for the
publications of those ministrics. Some Oreanisations have cstablished
special libraries to support their needs. Such libraries are those of the
Institute of Diabelic Association, Local Government Institute, House
Building Corporation, Bangladesh Administrative Staff Complex,
Small Cottage Industries, Bangladesh [ndustrial Development
Corporation which have been noted for their important role in the
performance of their respective institutions.

3.5. Bangladesh National Scientific and Technieal
Documentation Centre (BANSDOC)
In the Scientilic and Technical ficld, the work of Bangladesh
National Scientific and Technical Documentation Cenue (BANSDOC)
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under the Bangladesh Council of Scientific and Industrial Rescarch has
1o be reckoned with, Founded in 1963, it provides scrvices such as
document procurcment, document reproduction, bibliography
compilation and uanslation.

BANSDOC maintains a union list of scientific and technical
periodical holdings of the librarics in Dhaka, Work is in progress lor
the compilation of a comprehensive list covering all the scientific and
technical collections in the country. But it has not made much hcadway
and attained a national stature yet. The Education Commission has
dwelt on the imporniance of BANSDOC and has urged the govemment
to consider raising its status 1o (hat of a national documentation centre.
The Commssion obscrves:

This (i.e. BANSDOC) must be the main information centre for
researchers in scientific, industrial and technological ficlds and it
will have liaison with all notcd rescarch centres of the world, Its
duty should be to meet the information needs of scientific and
technological rescarch hy collecting such joumals, yearbooks, cic.
wherever they may be puhlished, or their reporductions, which
comprisc results of rescarcbes done in any part of the world.
There is a great national need of such a documeniation centre as
proposed by us. Whether it is a University or the Atomic Encrgy
Commission or the Jute or Chnlera Research Institutes for
instance, it is not possible for any institution 1o collect unilaterally
all such necded publications and periodicals as are brought out
here and clscwhere, it is difficult cven to keep their track. This
clearly indicates the necessity of national documentation centre.,
Expens should be consulted and a scheme prepared for the
establishment of the national documentation centre. This should
be treated as an emergency.2?

3.6 Library Education

After the partion of India there was a vacuum in the ficld of
traincd manpower. This condition remained up to 1952, The first
break-through however small, happened in 1952 when the lirst three
menths' Certilicate Course in Librarianship was instituted at the Dhaka
University Lihrary by the laie Mr. Fazal Elahi, F.LLA the then
Lihrarian of Dhaka University.??
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But this coursc was shorl-lived.

"In the ycar 1955 higher training facilitics were made, under the
Technical Assistance Programme of the Colombo Plan to two
practising librarians (1) Mr. Abdur Rahman Mirdah for training in New
Zealand and (2) Mr., A. E. M. Shamsul Hoque for training in Australia.
The ycar 1954 was indced a Jandmark in the history of library
development when two eminent scholars viz. (1) Mr. Abmad Husain
was scnt for training in U.S.A (2) Mr. M.S. Khan for training in
U.K."3L In the year 1955-56 "Miss Mildered L. Methvan, a Fulbright
Lecturer in Library Science was depuied to Dhaka University Library
by the United States Educational Foundation in Pakistan. Miss
Mcthvan held a course of three months' duranon on gencral library
work in Lhe Dhaka University."32

During 1956-57, the United States Educational Foundation

(U.S.E.F.) in Pakistan organiscd a shon course (of five months

duration from November 1956 to March 1957) in basic cataloguing
conducicd by Miss Vivian Prince, Associate Professor in Library
Science, University of Florida, and a good number of librarians were
deputed to take this course.....33, This course was open 1o Librarians
and Library workers of affiliaicd collcges, government institulions and
departments and also to a limited number of cutsiders. Classes were
held 1wice a week after office houre.

In 1957-58, the U.S.E.F. in Pakistan dcputed Mrs. Willa
Boysworth, Head Librarian, Huntington College, Monigomery,
Alabama, USA. Mrs. Boyswonh conducled a shorl course in
Reference work in co-operation with the Dhaka Universily Library.3*

A sub-professional training course in libradanship in the province
began with the institution in 1958 of a six month certificate course in
library scicnce sponsored by the then East Pakistan Library
Association. This course is being continued undcr the auspices of the
Library Association of Bangladesh.

Immediately after the institution of the Cenrilicate Course in
Library Scicnce in 19358 by the East Pakistan Library Association, it
was [elt necessary for a longer Academic course in the subject in order
10 raisc the standard of Librarians. M. S. Khan, Librarian, Dhaka
University, who was the Dircctor of Cenilicate Course in Library
Scicnee, made a proposal for the institution ol a Post-graduate Diploma
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Coursc in Library Scicnce of one academic year's durationin the
University of Dhaka. His effons met with success when the University
cstablished the course in 1959 with [inancial assistance from the US
Education Foundation.3?

In 1962, a Masicr's Degree programme was introduced in the
University of Dhaka and those who passed the Post graduate Diploma
were cligible for admission to the course. With the starting of this
course, a full-fledged Depanment of Library Science also was instituted
in the University.

The present courses offered by the University of Dhaka are; (a)
the Diploma course: (b) M.A. Preliminary course and (¢) the MLA.
Final Course, The Diploma and the M.A. Prcliminary courses are
feeder courses for the MLA. Final, Bul the Diploma Course is also a
tcrminal course in that those who pass the course cun seck
cmployment. The numbcer of the students admitted to the three courses
arc 106, 30 and 100 respectivety. The Department of Library Science
belongs to the Faculty of Ans of the University.,

The Education Commission (1972-74) has in its Report
rccommended the establishment of a nel-work of public libraries right
rom the lowcest administrative set up mainly the Thana, Such a Public
Library System will have (0 be substained by trained personnel for its
¢fficiem Mnctioning, Furthermore the numerous high schools and
intermediate colleges where trained library personnel are not available
now will have alse to remove this serious deficiency. These
possibilitics point to the need for the development and expansion of
library science education in Bangladesh on sound lines.

3.7 Library Association

The East Pakistan Library Association, the predecessor of the
prescnt Library Association of Bangladesh, was started in 1956 by a
few librarians of Dhaka with head-quarters in Dhaka, After the
liberation of Bangladesh the association was rechnsiened as Library
Association of Bangladesh (LAB) with its headyuariers continuing in
Dhaka.

The First Annual Conference of the Association was held in
Dhaka in 1960, jointly with the Third Annual Conlercnee of the then
Pakistan Library Association. In 1962, Dhaka became the headquarters
of the Pakistan Library Associatidn [or a two-year term under the new
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arrangement of rotating head-quanicrs every fow years. The resull wag
increasing participation of local librarians in the activities ol the mational
asseciation. The Fifth Annual Cuonference of Pakistan Library
Association was again held in Dhaka in 196316

The objectives of LAB are (o promole library service for
Bangladesh; 10 provide Hbrary taining facilities and rescarch in library
scicnee; to improve the status and conditions of service of library
personnei; and o co-operate with fibrary organisations and associations
that have similar aims in and outside the country, with a view (o
furthering the cause of library seivice. t

The LAB has no controi over library education and training in the
country except over the Certiticate Course that it offers. However, it
has atterapied to improve the quidits of tcaching by requinng tcachers
of library scienee 0 be experienced ibrinans,

3.8 Book Production

3.8.1 Books

The offctal <ttistics in Bunchedeshy for 1676, indicate that 768
books wcere pubinshed iy that o but informed estimate pul the
currenl level of prodociion sy oefas 20300 tides of A types a year,
The majority of the new bifes ane Lot bogks, '8

The year 1930 winessed o dramatic growth in the volume of
works published by the Buangladeshi book indostry. A compirison
between publishing activities lrom 1978 10 1983 shows the variation ol
book production in 5 yeass. The publishing activity has not shown a
steady upward trend. but has been haphazad with intermitlent incregse
and decrease (Sce Table 2 and graphs 1t is impossible 10 make a precise
assessment of the number of books published as not all of them are
received by the National Library under the Copy Right Act and listed.
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Table 2
Number of books published by language

Year Bengall English Olhers “Total
1978 628 137 54 817
198 798 t71 214 1183
1931 415 57 ) 342
1982 710 G2 128 93()
1933 446 61 P 6106

Source: Kepovtrar of Pubiications

3.8.2 Periodicals

Table 3 shows the number of current periodicals in Bangladesh
and its frcquency of publication. In 1981, 200 periodicals were
published by various Government and private agencies. In 1982 the
figure decreased to 183. The annuals are issued principally by academic
institutions. These published periodicals and annuals are not readily
available to rcaders in a Library and somec of them even not deposited
or preserved regularly. Periodicals being the vehicles of current
information and knowlcdge must be treated as one of the most foreeful
media for the acquisition of knowlcdge by the rescachers, scientists cic.
As it is difficult 10 have access to published periodicals at various
sources, they should be preserved [or bibliographical control in a well
orgunized National Library.



National Library of Bangladesh 59

Table 3

Mecdialisted* Newspapers and periodicals
with their gross circulation

Frequency Number of newspapers Gross circulation
Luanguage and periodicals {1000 copics)
1981 1082 1983 1081 1982 1983
1. Dailay:
Bengali 36 33 38 H6 435 470
English 7 7 9 101 93 1y
2. Weckly:
Bengati 114 111 112 526 0% 4160
Laglish 14 12 10 3l 33 40
3. Monthly:
Bengali 23 18 Y LT 2 3
English - - - - -
4, Quarterly:
Bengali S22 2 2 3 3
Eng_?ish - - - - - -
Nutes: + Madialisled newspapers and periodicals are these swlieh Tl the REETI

requirement of circulation as Hixed by the government and sre entitled 1o reaco
and publish government gdve misemens,

Nl Ministry of informuation (CAwdil Boreau of Ciavulistiony

3.9 Problems

The problems facing Bangladesh Librarianship arc numerous.
Abdul Huq, former Bangladeshi Librarian who is now Associate
Profcssor at St. John's University, New York, U.S.A,, sent a
questionnaire to the Librarics and the Institulions about the current
problems of librarianship. On thc basis of the replics 1o the
questionnaires, the following list of problems has becn compiled. The
list is in the order of number of responsces, starting with the highest
number and going down in decreasing order.

"1. Book famine— at all levels for all types ol books.
2. Lack of proper training [acilities and lack of trained personnet.
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6.

j =R |

10.
11.

12.
13
14,

1133
17,
18.

19.
20,
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Lack of recognition of the importance of librarics and library
services.

Poor status of librarians,

Lack of proper library planning and lack of commitment by the
governmenl.

Lack of reading habit among the literate public amd lack of use of
information in the decision-making process.

Lack of a strong national library association,

Untrained and unsympathetic (towards library profession)
personnel employed in libraries.

Insufficient budget and budgeting practices.

Shortage of space and cquipment.

Lack of co-operation among librares and lack of co-operative
spint ameng lhibranans,

Lack of lcadership in the profession.

Lack of standards for libraries,

Lack of library legislation and vesting of library authonity in one
singie sovemment agency.

Lack of uniformily in pay scales, poor gradation, and trrational
structure,

limited scope for advancement by librarians, including limiicd
scope for higher cducation.

Lack of liberal import policy and irrational customs regulations for
books and periodicals.

Inadequacy and uncerainty in allocation of foreign cxchange for
purchase of library materials, especially serials.

Ihteracy.

Unsound practices and unnceessary restrictions placed on library
in purchase ol library materials.

Lack of avaitabitity of bibliographic tools for sclection,
cataloguing, and relerence purposcs.

Poor public relutions by libraries.

Lack of appreciation of library's necds and problems by
administration and lack ol co-operation by library uscrs.
Unreliable and irregular postal service,™3?
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CHAPTER 4

CONCEPT, DEFINITION AND
FUNCTIONS OF
NATIONAL LIBRARIES

4.1 Concept and definitions

National libraries have been in cxistence since the 17th century.,
Although in practice there has becn a definite growth of national
libraries all over the world ever since Lheir inception in the carly days.
in the theoretical field it has been hercit of a clearly defined and a
cogent concept. The concept of national library today, thercfore,
remains targely undefined and vague.

Anindell Esdaile! attempis no definition in his hasic descriptive
work on national libraries of the world (1934), nor does F.J. Hill4in
his 1957 revision of that work. - This, however, should not be
construed to mean that no attempts have been made in delining a
national library. Attempls have, in fact, been made from time 1o time.
- Some of Lhese definitions cited from the litcrature on lihrary science arc
cnumeraled below.

M. Line in the Introduction 10 his book National Librarics
mentions that national lihraries "in cssence, if not in name, have
cxisted since at least the 18th century, and some claim much carlier
beginnings, usually as royal librarics, which some are still calicd">-

Esdaile descrihes national libraries as a "modemn producl” and
adds, uniformity is not 10 be expecled; the political —and social
traditions of one country will produce a quite different type of library
scrvice from that of another.?

Esdaile indicates that the idea and concept of national fibrary "has
been over a century, and for longer still, if we consider it ight, been
expanding”.d But hefore discussing the expansion of the concept of
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Mationa! Library the question “"what is a national tibrary?” ought to be
answered. David Mcams in the Summary Chapter of Library Trends
issuc on national libraries raises the same question when he says, "the
world needs to know what a national library is, where they come from,
what seem to be their basic functions™.®

Picrre Bourgeois restated he quesion at the Symposium of
Nationat Librarics in Europe, held in Vienm, in 1958:

His forwarding report is as follows:

We still do not know what a nationa) library really is, nor we can
name with certainty the qualitics a hbrary must posscss or 1a¢
functions it must fulfi} in order to be called nationat-?

Although the question ol the origin and development of a national
tibrary has been asked in dilferent forms, time and again, by differcnt
authors, scholarcs and practitioners of Library Science, it is not
altogether unanswerable. Atiempls have been made, both individuatly
and collectively, o deline what a national library rcally is. Although
cach of these definitions may not, by itself, provide a complete picture
of a national }ibrary, put together they present a lairly clear idea as (0
the definition and the characteristics of a national library.

in the Summary of the discussions ol Group 1 at the Vienna
Symposium it is statcd thus:

"In general, it may be said that the national library of a country is
the one responsible for collocting and conserving the whole of that
country's book production for the benefit of future generations” -

Natalia Tyulina presents a definition of National Library:

A Library is calied a national one when itis the olficial depository
of prinicd works; a gencral access library; an information
bibliographic centre and a centre of coordination, planning, and
stimulation of the cntire fibrary system of the nation.”

This statement clearly adds new factors and responsihilitics 10
those in the UNESCO definition. UNESCO adopled the foliowing
definition ol national librances.

National Librarics: Libradcs which, irrespective of Lheir titles, arc

responsible for acquiring and conserving copies ol ali significant

publications published in the country and funclioning as a
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AK,

"deposit” library, whether by law or under other arrangements.
They will also normally perform some of the following functions
produce a national bibliography ; hold and keep up to date alarge
and representative collection of foreign literature, including books
about the country; act as a national bibliographical information
centre; compile union catalogues, publish the retrospective
national bibliography. Librarics which may be called "national”
but whose functions do not correspond to the above definition
should not be placed in the "National Librarics” category.!?

Chdedar defines natonal fibrary as:

a library or a nciwork of tibraries that collects and conserves all
national docurnents and also significant and vseful non-national
documents produced in other countrics and executes the use of
collections to meet the national information needs. 11

H.l ichaers notes thai:

The main charactenistic of a national library is, withoul any doubt,
the Icading place it occupics compared with other libriries in the
country,

This position is duc (o the extent and encyolopacdic characler of
its collections, the varicty of material held and the diversity of
specialized departments and services. It thus has a general and
national responsibility; within the profession in all cases; outside
i, more often than not.12

Dr. Ranyanathan also emphasised the objectives of the National

Central Library:

The Nationat Central Library should be national in cvery sense of
the word and not merely the symbolic representation of the library
personsality of the nation. It must be a channel through which all
the library obligations of the nation to the intermationat world are
discharged. It should be national in the sense of being the ultimate
book tank of the nation, capable of supplemnting the library
resources of cvery localily, by being open for use by any citizen
whenever be might like and whether in the present or in the future,
It should also be nationl in the sense of having representative
copies of every reading and kindered maternial published within or
on our country and by or on all the nationals of our country. 11
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should also procure practically every reading material published
anywhere in the world for which there is likely to be a reasonable
demand from our poeple.1?

The idcas of national libraries spread widely after the IFLA
Section on National and University Librarics was ¢stablished in 1952,
The focus of the world's concem for national librarics has now shified
from the definition and problems of national libraries in gencral 10 the
problems of establishing and operating national librarics within
individual countries and to the problems of intemnational co-operation
among such libraries. The litcrature has shifted also to the discussion
of appropriate national library functions and to national libraries’
contributions to worldwide programmes such as Universal
Bibliographic Control {(UBC), Universal Availability of Publications
{(UAP) and Nationaj Information System (NATIS).

4. 2 Functions

After the Vienna Symposium in 1958, UNESCO organized a
series of seminars and mectings on the development of national
librarics in diffcrent parts of the world. The first seminar was a
- regional seminar on the Development of National Libraries in Asia and
the Pacific Arca and it took place in Manila in 196414

But before the Manila seminar, a conference of the University and
Research Section of the BritishLibrary Association was held in Bangor
in 1963, in which Magnussen, Librarian of Statsbiblioteket, Arhus,
summarized a national library's functions under seven heads:

Collecting national litcrature;

Collecting foreign lilcrature;

Serving as a book muscum;

Giving the public access to the collections,

Carrying out information service and bibliographical activity;
Functioning as a training center;

Participating in national library planning.!3

Nk LN -

In a paper delivered at the IFLA Meeting held in Rome in 1964,
K.W. Humphreys identified fifieen functions which a national library
should perform and divided these functions into threc categorics;
fundamental, desirable and optional!$- In 1966, Humphreys cxpanded
this paper o make it generally more applicable, taking into account the
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discussions held in Manila in 1964 and at the IFLA Conference of 1965
in Helsinki. In this paper Humphreys again divided the national
library activities into three catergories: essential, desirable and non-
essential.

The essential functions ure:

A

Establishing an outstanding and central collestion of a nation's
literature;

Serving as a legal depository for the national's publications;
Providing coverage of forcign literature;

Publishing the national bibliography,

Scrving as the national bibliographic information ¢entre; and
Publishing of catalogucs and arrangement of exhibitions.

The desirable functions are:

1.
2.
3.

Interlibrary lending;
Preserving all types ol manuscripts in the country; and
Undertaking rescarch on library 1cchnigues.

The non-essentiab functions are:

pl
3.
4,
5

Internaltional exchange of scrvices:
Distribution of duplicates:
Provision of books for the blind;
Professional training and
Assistance in library techinqucs.

Humphreys concluded by defining the place of a national library

in the library structure of any couniry. According to Humphreys, "the
national library should be the prime mover in library matters and should
be expected to be the leading library in all fields."17

In 1969, Heinz Gittig developed a list of nine functions of a

national library, six of which had been listed by Humphrc)fs. The
following are the three functions which are not in Humphreys' list.

1.

Compilation of indexcs to articles in periodicals and newspapers;

2. Maintcnance of Union catalogucs;
3. Centralised cataloguing.!8
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The various regional mectings held at different times and in
different regions adopted statements on the functions of national
libraries. These statements can be summarized as follows:

1. The Manila Regional Seminar on the Development of National
Librarics in Asia and the Pacific Arca suggested the following
functions of a national library:

a. To provide lcadership among the nations' librarics;

b. To serve as a permancent depository for all the publications
issucd in the country;

To acquire other types of matcrials:

To provide bibliographic scrvices:

To serve as a co-ondinating centre for co-operative activitics,
To provide services 1o the govemment.!?

-0 e e

2. The 1966 Meeting of Experts on Natienal Planning of Library
Services in Lalin Amenica suggested the following functions of a
national library:

a. To collect and ensure the conservation of national book
productions for which, in addition to other resources, it will
reccive copics of publications deposited under the Copyright
laws: it should further more ensure that Copynight laws are
enforced.

b. To provide the national and the forcign rcaders and rescarch
workers with an adequate and an cfficient information
scrvices, for which it will assemble the necessary gencral
collections and collection of reference works, prepare a
union catalogue of all the libraries of the country and compile
the national bibliography and any other bibliographics
necessary for the performance of its functions.

¢. To organize the national and intcrnational ¢xchange of
publications.

To centralize interlibrary loans with librarics abroad.

To rationalize the acquisition of publications, mcluding
periodicals, among the libraries covered by the plan (or the
development of library services.

(. To centralize the calatoguing and classification of
publications and to ensure the distribution of catalogue cards:
and
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g. To cooperale, whenever its organization and the
development of planning render it advisable, in the extension
and improvement of school and public library scrvices. 20

3. The Meeting of Experts on the National Planning of Library
Services in Asia, held in Colombo, Sri Lanka, in 1967,
emphasized the role of the national library in planning for library
development. The mecting described the national library as ... an
active org,dnl?auon with dynamic Icadership geared 10 a mplc
purposc.” These purposc are:

a.  To preserve the national cullure ;

b. To develop through appropriate means the systems and
procedures which will make the otal library resources of the
national available for the benefit of the whole national
community; and

c.  To establish relations with the libraries of other countrics. 2t

4. In 1970, the Meeting of Expens on National Planning of
Documentation and Library Services in Africa, held in Kampala,
Uganda, formulated the following basic functions of the national
library:

a. To serve as the primary instrument for the achicvement of
coordinated library development ;

b. To serve as a pcrmanent depository for all the publicalions
issued in the country and to collect prinied materials
conceming the country, wherever published;

¢. To publish the national bibliography;

d. To organizc the national and international exchange of
publications and inlormation”.22

Many articles on national librarics have been writlen and published
since 1966, which relate o or rely selely on the two papers published
by Humphreys in 1964 and in 1966.

The only aricle that called for a rcasessment of Humphreys'
papers was that by Maurice Line, published in 1980.

In it he states that " an cxamination of the traditional role of
national information needs suggests a radically revised categonization of
function.23-



Line suggests the following revision of Humphreys' statements:

1. Fundamental Functions

a.

Establishing the central collection of a nation's information
media, built up by legal deposit and in other ways, and
include duplicates for the purpose of loan and photocopy.
Manuscripts of major national relevance and importance are
also to be included.

Establishing the central loan/photocopy collection of foreign
literature, designed to satisfy a high propostion of more vital
and urgent document needs of the population cfficiently and
speedily.

Planning and coordination of interlibrary lending as a
supporting system 1o the duplicate rational collection and the
foreign collections.

Publication of the national bibliography, current and
retrospective.

Serving as the national bibliographic centre and planning and
coordinating access to data-bases and the use of bibliographic
information resources.

Serving as the national depository for the receipt, storage and
preservation of items withdrawn from other libraries and to
supply these items through loan or photocopy. This function
is linked closcly with (b} and{c).

Serving as an exchange center, both national and
international. This is essential for duplicaie and other surplus
materials as it is intimately connected with (£); optional for
new publications.

2. By-Product Functions

a.

b.
C.

Publication of catalogues of large or specially lmponant
national libraries.

Arrangement of exhibitions when necessary.

Undertaking rescarch on library techniques as and when
necessary.

Professional training for the staff of the national library itsclf,
including perhaps some trainces who will be employcd
subsequently in other libraries.
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e. Providing expertise on library techniques, which may be
called upon when required by other libraries.

Other possible Functions
a. Collection of information media relating to the country but
issucd elscwhere,
b. Collection of books for the blind.
¢. Collection of manuscripts other than those of national
relevance and importance.24

This revision of the national library functions is by no means an
indication of the development of national library scrvices throughout
the world. It only gives a broad outline of the needs of the uscrs at the
present time. It has been found that Line relics heavily on the
reorganization of Humphreys' lists in preparing this revision. It also
expands the role of the national library in the modem library and
information services.

A K. Ohdedar has also referred to the functions of a national
library. According to him:

The functions and dutics of a national library as indicated and
implicd by our proposcd definition, lead to a two-ticr organization
of the national library. The first ticr will function as the deposit
unit or unit-complex, where every national document will be
perfectly prescrved. The other ticr will function as the service unit
or unit complex of the national library. 25-

In connection with the concept of this two-ticr organization of the
national library, reference may be made to the three-tier organization of
the national library as formulated by Ranganathan. According to him, a
national library system should consist of:

i. National Copyright Library, the collection of which will
comprise one copy each of the reading materials collecied or
recetved from their respective publishers,

ii. National Domitory Library, the ‘ca)lection of which will
comprise one sound copy each of the reading materials needed
out by any library in the country includipg the National
Scrvice Libraries, and these are 10 beé mainmaed as deposit of
the intcllectual and cultaral output of the country.
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iii A system of National Scrvice Librarics pertaining to different

subject fields; National Sca-farers Librarics and National
contact Libraries.26

4.3 Summary

The concept and functions of National Libraries defined by
varous authoritics explained in the foregoing sections arc summarised

below:

1.

The National library of a country is the onc responsible for
collecting and conserving the whole of that country's book
production for the benefit of future generatons.

A national library should be the ofticial depository of printed
works. 1t will be a general access library, an information-
bibliographic centre of co-ordination, planning and
stimulation of the entire library system of the nation.

A national library may be called a nct work of librarics which
can collect and conserve all significant and usefull national
and non-national documents of own country and other
countrics and can exceute the use of collections 1o mect ihe
national information nceds.

A National library should occupy the leading place as
compared 10 other librarics in the country. The collections of
national library arc encyclopacdic in character in their range
and coverage.

A National library should be national in the sensc of being the
ultimate book tank of the nation, and having representative
copics of every reading and kindered maiterial published
within or on our country and by or on all the nationals of our
country. It should also procure practically cvery rcading
matcrial published anywhere in the world for which therc is
likely to be a rcasonable demand from the people.

Funclions

1, To serve as a permancnt depository for all the
publications issucd in the country :

A to collect national literature ;

b. to collect foreign litcraure ;

¢ loacquire other types of materials |

d. toserve as a book museuin o
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0.
10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

d. toserve as a book muscum

to provide leadership among the nasions’ libraries ;

1o publish the National Bibliography ;

10 scrve as a national bibliographic centre |

10 mainiain union catalogues ;

to compite articles in periodicals and newspupers ;

to undenake centralized cataloguing ;

to serve as a co-ordinating centre for co-operative
activitics ;

10 provide services 1o the Government

10 serve as the national agency for International
cxchange of services ;

to provide books for the blind ;

10 function as a Lraining centre |

to participate in national library planming ;

to function as the centre for inser library lending |
to arrange cxhibilions when necessary.

According to UNESCO; National librarics are those which
irespective of their titles, are responsible for acquiring and conserving
copics of all significani publications published in the country and
functioning as a 'deposit’ library, whether by law or under other

arrangements.

It will also normally perform some of the following functions:

a. produce national bibliography:

b. hold and keep up 1o date a large and representative collection
of forcign litcrawsre, including books about the country;

¢. actas a national bibliographical information centre;
compilc union catalogues:
publish retrospective national bibliography.

4.4 Role of National Library in the National and
International information system

National libraries have an impottant role in both National and
international information systems (NATIS).
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"The concept of a National Information System (NATIS) was
promoted by UNESCO and accepted by the 1974 Inter-governmental
Confercnce on the planning of National Documentation, Library and
Archives Infrastructures and by the UNESCO General Conference,
cighteenth session. 27

The main roles of national library in NATIS (National Information
System) have been identified by R.M. Duchesne. These are:

a. to provide necessary central library services;

b. to provide lcadership within the library component of

NATIS;
¢. to participate actively in the planning and overall
deveclopment of NATIS. 28

H. Amtz notes that national libraries, in addition to this important
place in NATIS, generally occupy an important place in international
co-operation. 2%

According to the UNESCO's programme, the concept of National
Information System (NATIS) “implies that the govemment—national,
state, or local— should maximize the availability of all relevant
information through documentation, library and archives services just
as in principlc it takes responsibility for the basic education, at primary
and sccondary levels, of its citizens'3¢

According to Duchesne, "National Librarics have special
responsiblity for what may be termed malional bibliographic control:’
"rational arrangements for the recording of library materials and for the
distribution of these records within the nation™1

IFLA's programme, Universal Bibliographic Control (UBC), has
as ils purposc, "10 make universally and promptly available, in a form
which is intenationally acceptable, basic bibliographic data on all
publications issued in all countries™2

The concept of Universal Availability of Publications (UAP)
"implics both availability of all the world's publications and availability
of publications to all the world."3-*

The national library, as described by Dorothy Anderson, funclions
as the national component of Universal Bibliographic Control (UBC)34
by receiving "all types of published documentary material by legal
deposit and hence maintaining the national collection."5-
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Nationat libraries arc concemied with other projects relied to UBC
such as Intemational Serials Data Sysiem (ISDS); International
Standard Book Number (1SBN) scheme; national Machine Readable
Cataloguing (MARC) projects: and the implementation of existing
International Standard Bibliographic Descriptions [or monographs and
serials, ISBD (M) and ISBD (S).2¢ Universal Availabitity of
Publications or UAP is, like Universal Bibliographic Control tUBC).
'a concept, a system and an objecsive, which derives naurally from
work that has been carricd on for a long time in individual countries. in
IFLA Commitices and elsewhere, and which brings 1ogether in one
concepl a greal varicly of activities and plans?

Universal Availability of publications {UJAP) I8 a new coneept in
intcrmational cooperation among national libraries, UAP is described by
Line ax;

Allecting tegal deposit and other methods of acquisition, the co-
ordination of libraries by such means as union caltalogues, the
organization ol Library systemrs (o offer ready availability,
interlibrary lending and photocopying, the cxchange ol
publications and (e role ol nitional dibraries or nutional

Coeontres "N
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CHAPTER 5

COMPARISON OF DIFFERENT
NATIONAL LIBRARIES IN TYPES
AND FUNCTIONS

5.1 Introduction

Dr. S.R. Ranganathan defined a national library as one which has
the duly of collecting and preserving for posterity, the written
production of that country, It is the central station for the assembling
and service of thought energy!:

National libraries are the only type of libraries which grew rapidly
throughout the seventeenth and cightcenth centuries in EuropeZ,

“ In the 19th century, scveral countries mainly in Europe,
consciously created national librarics, but more often they developed
them from pre-eminent existing collections, or labelled such collections
as national libraries and gave them national status™>,

Some national libraries perform dual roles. G. Bursion mentions
three types of national librarics with dual purposes : national academic,
national-public, and national parliamentary?. The national-public and
national-academic are the most common types of dual purposc national
librarics. M. Rojnic indicates that there are historical and economic
rcasons why University libraries in some countrics were given the
function of a national library.

"In many European countries the former libraries of the
sovercigns have been transformed in course of time into national
librarics. In other countries, national librarics were founded as
compleiely new institutions. In some countries, however, the duly of
collecting and preserving the books of the country concerned was
undcriaken by national muscums. But there has been another solution
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to the problem of national libraries. This was particularly the case with
those small countries which have achicved their independence relatively
late and also with those nationalitics which developed in a nationally
heterogencous country. As a rule in these countrics the most important
university librasizs were given the functions of national librarics”®

5.2 National University Libraries

The economic reason "played a decisive role in promoting a
national or regional library to extend iis services to the university and a
university library 10 become exceptionalty important for a country or a
province””. '

S.B. Bandera lists some national librarics which have functioned
as university librarics and vice versa.® These libraries arc the university
libraries of Oslo (for Norway), Helsinki (for Finland), Goctlingen
(which became the state library of lower Saxony with the creation of
thal state), Strasbourg, Zagreb and Ljublijana (in Yugoslavia).

In general as C. Wormann notes, it is advisable for newly
developing countries 10 have the national library serve as the university
library and vice versa "because it enables them to make the best use of
the usually meagre library resources and limited number of
professional librartans™.

In Sweden, in addition to the nationzl scrvices provided by the
Royal Library, Stockholm, three universitly librarics have the right of
legal deposit and consequent obligations to the nation at large!®. It may
be poinied out here that mere legal deposit right does not, by itself,
conlcr the title of national library on a university library. The Bodlcian
Library of Oxford University and Cambridge University both have this
right but have no reciprocal duties. In South Alrica, in addition (o the
two national libraries, two public librarics and the Library of Parliament
have the right of legal deposit.11

5.3 National Public Libraries

National public libraries, as described by Bursion, are "a feature
of developing countrics™12.

In 2 survey of national librarics in the developing countrics,
published by S. Aje, it is found that almost all of the national tibraries
participating in the survey also act as public libraries, 13
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5.4 National Parliamenlary Libraries

Another form of duat-function, national library is the National
Parliamentary Library. As an cloquent example of this kind of library.
onc may mention the Library of Congress, the Nationut Dict Library of
Japan and the National Library of Australia,

5.5 Other types

In the United Kingdom there is 4 separate institution, the National
library for the Blind. The Library of Congress has division for the
blind and for the physically handicapped.

H. Panofsky suggests that "it should be possible 1o have onc
cffective muliipurpose library in cach country. This one tibrary could
be labelled ‘National Library' at one entrance, 'Public Library® at
another 'University Library' at the third, and perhaps ‘Government
Archives' on a fourth side™14,

C. Penna cautions against doing so, mentioning that there is “a
risk in such cascs that one funclion may be performed o the detriment
of the other, and this must be guarded against”19.

5.6 The British Library
In the United Kingdom a new development is the British Library.
It was established in 1973, The 1971 whitc paper opens with the
statement:
" For many years librarians and users of librarics have recognised
that we have in this country the resources to creale a national
library scrvice without-rival in the world”. 16
S. Green gives an idea of the main objectives of its creators:
"1o weld into a coherent and {lexible entity a variety of national or
para national institutions which had previously functioned
independently, in 2 way which would yicld the maximum benefit
1 the communities they served”!7

H. Hookway gocs into detail on the activilics of the British
Libruary.

The activities arc grouped into three operational divisions:

“Reference, Lending and Bibliographic Services. Of these the

Reference Division is formed trom the former British Muscum

Library and the National Reference Library of Science and
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invention; the Lending Division combines the functions of the
National Central Library and the National Lending Library for
Science and Technology, and the Bibliographic Services Division
is based esscntially on the functions of the former British National
Bibliography together with the Copyright Receipt Office™!3.

"In general, the British Library, according 1o its establishing act,
is responsible for reference, study, bibliographical and other
information services in both science and tcchnology and the
humanitics. The Library's activitics cover all kinds of information
services in all subject fields. The British Library should be well
equipped to provide central services [or other British Librarics and has
the legal power to act as a govemment agent in promoting more
efficient and cost cffective library and information systems. The new
library is the principal national depository for British Copyright
publications, and produces the national bibliography, scrves as the
central loan library, the main source of support for library and
information science, rescarch, and as a major developer or operator of
computcrr based bibliographic and other information services. It is
expected to be the hub of the nation’s library scrvices™!?

5.7 The Library of Congress

The Library of Congress, Washington, is the largest library in the
United States and is among the largest in the world. It performs 10
some degree nearly all of the functions that have been indentified with
national libraries.

The Library of Congress is recognised at home and abroad as the
"de facto” national library of the United States. J. Cole quotes the
Librarian of Congress repon for 1962, The Library of Congress as the
National Library. In that repont Librarian Mumford states that:

While each of the other national libraries of the world carried out
some of the following functions of national library that Library of
Congress was engaged in all of them:

1. Maintains comprehensive collections, especially evidence of
the national heritage, for the use of the Government, the
scholarly world, and the public thereby making it a national
centre for research. ' _

2. Bencfits from official, intergovernmental exchange of
publications.
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3. Reccives through Copyright or legal deposit materials for the
cnrichment of its collections.

4. Reeeives gifts on behall of the National in the form of
cotlections of personal papers, rare books and other valuable
materials and in the form of trust funds and bequests;
arranges uliaral progranunes in such liclds as Hiennure. ant
and music.

5. Develops a comprehensive classification system, which is
widely used by other research institutions, and cataloging
codes, which are nationally accepted standards,

6. Scrves as a centre for cooperative cataloging of books and
other forms of matcrial by the Nation's libraries.

7. Providcs a national catalog card distribution service.

8. Maintains national union catatogs on cards, which scrves as
wuides 10 the Nation's rescarch resources in various forms
(such as books and manuscripts) and in various ficlds (such
as Herbraica and Slavica) and furnishes information aboul
the location of necded materials 10 those who ¢annot
personally consult these 1ools.

9. Publishes in book form a national bibliography, or a major
contribution thereto, such as the Library's National Union
Cutalog.

10. Gives reference services on its premises and provides
extensive information from and about its collections by mail.

11. Panicipates in a nation wide inmterlibrary loan sysiem, which
cnables it to share collection responsibilitics with other
librarics and 10 make rescarch materials gencrally available,
thereby strengthening smaller librarics throughout the
country by supplementing their rescarch resources through
those of the national library.

12. Has an active bibliographic programme and makes the
results of it widely available through publication.

13.  Administers the national books {or the blind program.

14.  Prescnts exhibits selected from the national collections for

- the cducation and enjoyment of the general public, and
circulates exhibits at home and abroad as evidence of the
national history and culture.
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15. Experiments and conducts rescarch in the area of library
technology.

16, Engages in national intcmational co-operative bibliographic
projects, and works with other naiional librarics and
intcmational organisations Lo achicve standardization of rules
in order o increase the accessibility of the matcnials of
knowledge without regard 1o national boundaries and
languagc barricrs. 20

5.8 The Lenin State Library

The Lenin State Library of the USSR, the national library of the
Sovict Union, was founded in 1862 as a constituent of the Moscow
Public Rumiantscy Muscum. From the moment of its conception it
began 1o obtain deposit copics of national publications. In February
1925, it was changed into the national library of the country and was
given its present name. 2!

The library performs the following funclions:

1. Reccives and serves as a depository for all national literature;

2. Collects forcign publications;

3. Offers Reprographic and Translation Scrvices,

4. Renders intertibrary loan at national and international level,

5.  Compiles biblivgraphics of recommended readings:

6. Conducts rescarch in the ficlds of library scicnce and
bibliography clc.

7. Hclps in the exchange of publications; and

8. Provides guidance and assistance on the problems of library
science and on library techniques to other librarics. 22

The library has in ils posscssion the most complete collection of
national publications and the largest collection of foreign publications in
the USSR, In its holdings there are manuscripts from the 6th century o
the 20th cenwry, including the richest collection of old Russian
manuscripts, books, as well as manuscripts of writers, academic and
public workers. 23

5.9 The Bibliotheque National, Paris
The National Library in Paris is a universally recognized "great
grandmother” of the type. It was [ounded as the Royal Library in 1480
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and it has been receiving deposit copies, with some interceptions, since
1537. In 1795 it was declared the national library of the country by the
National Convention.24
The functions performed by this library arc as foliows:
1) Reccives and serves as a depository for all national litcrature;
2) Collects representative literature on all subjects in all
languages produced outside the country:
3)  Offers bibliographic service through the preparation of
natioral bibliography:;
4) Prepares calaloguc;
5) Renders inter-library loan service at national and
intcrnational level; and
6) Helps in forcign cxchange of materials.

This Library conducts broad information - bibliographic activity.
It publishcs The General Catalog of National Library
Publications and Inventory of French Collections of Prints,
Participates in compiling the French National Bibliography and
union catalogs, and publishes the monthly information on new
accessions - Bulletin of French Libraries.

5.10 The National Library of Singapore

The National Library of Singapore traces its development back to
1823 when Sir Stamford Raffles founded the Singaporc institution,
now called the Raffles Institution. The small school library grew into a
subscription library, known as Singapore Library, in 1844. In 1873 the
collections totalled 3,000 books, which were merged into the Raffles
Library and Muscum in September 1874.2

In 1957, the Raflles National Library ordinance was cnacted and
on 1st April 1958 it became the National Library, moving o its present
quarters in November 1960.26

The National Library of Singapore is considered to be the National
and Public library of that small island of only 2,075,0(€) inhabitants.2’

The functions of the Singapore National Library as cited in the
Nationat Library Act are as [ollows:
1. To promolc and to cncourage the usc of library materials
and information by the establishment of lending and
reference libraries and mobile library services;
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2.

12,

13.

ot
p

To acquirce library matcrials generally, and in particular, to
acquire a comprchensive collection of library materials both
current and retrospective, relating o Singapore.

To collect and receive all books required to be deposited in
the National Library undcr the provisions of the printers and
publishers Act and 1o prescrve such books,

To make library matcrials available for reference and for
loan subject to proper safeguard against loss or damages;
To provide reference, bibliographic and interlibrary loan
services 10 Govemment departments and o parliament;

To advisc and 10 co-ordinate the resources and services of
Govemment depariment librarics and other librarics with
those of the National Library;

To obtain and provide central information on the resources
and services of librarics in Singapore;

To participale in national planning for all types of library
service in Singapore, and to conduct research 1o determine
library needs and possibilitices;

To compile current national bibliography and retrospective
national bibliographics;

To compile and maintain a union catatoguc of libraries of all
kinds;

To act as the organizing agency for the national and
intemational lending of library materials;

To act as the organizing agency (or the national and
inlemational exchange ol library matenials;

To initiate and promote co-operation between the National

Library and the other librarics in the discharge of the above
functions.28

5.11 The National Library of India

The National Library of India in Calcuuta is famous for its rich
collcction of books, manuscripts, maps ctc.

The Library has its origin in the establishment in 1836 of a public
library in Calcutta, which the Municipality of Calcuua agreed 1o
maintain in 1890. In 1903 Lord Curzon ¢ffccted the amalgamation of
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the Calcutta Public Library and the Officaial Imperial Library to form
the new Imperial Library, with its first location in the Metcalfe Hall. 2%

Soon after independence, the Government of India decided (o
change the name and functions of the Imperial Library. It became the
National Library in 1948, It is at present housed at Belveders, the
Viceroys' residence before the capital was shified 10 Delhi.

Under an cxecutive order of the Government of India, 1953-54,
this library became entitled to receive one copy cach of all the
publications published in the country under the provision of the Press
and Registration of Books Act, 1867. This Act was replaced by the
cnactment of the Delivery of Books (Public Librarics) Act, 1954,
which came into effcet from 20th May, 1954.3¢

A Reviewing Committee was appointed by the Ministry of
Education in 1968 1o review the working of the National Library,
Calculta, and to suggest mcasures for its efficicnt functioning and
future development.?!

The basic features of the National Library as cnvisaged by the
Reviewing Commiltee are as (ollows:

i) Acquisition and conscrvation of all significant national
production of printed matcrials to the exclusion only of
cphemera,

iy  Collection of printed materials concerning the country. no
matter where these are published, and, as a corollary, the
acquisition ol a photographic record of such materials that
are not available within the country:

i) Acquisition and conscrvation of manuscripts ol national
imporance;

iv)  Planncd acquisition of foreign material requircd by the
country;

v)  Rendering of bibliographical and documentaion services of
current and retrospective materials, both general and
specialised;

vi)  Acting as a referral contre purveying (ull and accurate
knowlcdge of alt sources of bibliographical informaton and
participation in intemational bibliographical activities;

vii)  Provision of Photo-copying and reprographic services; and
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viti) Acting as the centre for intemational book exchange and
intemational loan.?

The basic functions of the National Library, Calcutta are the

following:

iy To act as a depository of all the publications under the
Delivery of Books Act (1954).

iy To provide inter-library loan facility;

iy To be the centre for the exchange of publications between
India and other countrics,

iv)  Toserve as a public library for Calcutta; and

v)  To publish the lndian National Bibliography, **

This National Library has in its possession a number of donated
rare and valuable collections. i also has a Reprography Division which
is concemned with the photocopying and microfilming of the documents
whenever there is such demand. This division has very sophisticated
reprographic equipments. Reading lists or select bibliographies are
compiled for outstation scholars on request. Micre films, photocopics
and Xerox Prints are made available at cost. >

Perhaps lor histordcal and cultural reasens it is this library that
should serve as a model in the planning of the Bangladesh National
Library.

5.12 The National Library of Nigeria

The National Library of Nigeria was established by law in
196433 11 is recognised as a institutional instrument in national
development and in the context of the objectives ol library service to
sociely, This objectives of the National Library ol Nigeria are as
follows:

i) The provision of necessary support for intellectual efforts in
all activities direeted at progress and developments:

i) Ensuring the availability of a comprehensive and as near
compiete a colfection of resources as possible materials of
knowledge in existence in the world, and ensuring full
aceess 1o such resources both within and out-side the
nation’s boundaries: and

B Ensuring a iree flow of knowledyge between this nation and
others, thereby securing o place for the nation in the
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community of nations that depends on recorded-knowledge
and information for survival in a world of rapid
advancement based on competition of ideas .36

The National Library of Nigeria is esscntially for reference and is
open 1o all residents except children. The library collects library
statistics for the country. 1t is also the National bibliographic centre.37

5.13 The National Library of Sri Lanka

Enactment of the legistation for the establishment of the National
Library of Sri Lanka is only 12 years old, Nevertheless. the basic
concepis of a National Library had been conceived over a century ago
and some aspects of National Library Services had begun and been in
operation since then, The National Library of Sri Lanka came into
being through an evolutionary process and in this process a number of
other librasics have contributcd 1o the development ol the basic
funcrions of & Nasional Library ~®

The Ceylon National Library Services Board was set up in 1970
by an Act of parliament as a statutory agency under the Ministry of
Education. The Board consists of 11 members 2 of whom are
appointed by the Minister of Housing and Rescarch and the rest arc
appointed by the Minister of Education from among promincni men in
various walks of life. The Chairman of the Board is appointcd by the
Minister of Education, and the Dircctor, National Library Service, is
the Secretary to the Board. The Board operates on its own fund to
which money is voted by Parliament, besides donations, gifts and
granis received from local and overseas sources.3

*The cstablishment of a National Library to be considered as Legal
deposit library for the purpose ol

a)  preserving the national culture;

b) developing by all appropriate means, systems and
procedures which will make available the total library
resources of the nation for the benefit of the whole country;

<) establishing relations with the librarics of other countrics,
since no country today can be self-sulficient:

and more particularly to mainwin and develop a national collection
of library matcrials, compile the Ceylon National bibliography, provide
other bibliographical services, co-ordinate and assist all Govemment
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Departmental libraries, and to serve as a National Documentation
Centre.30

A Committee on Nationat Library Resources Development made
recommendations regarding the scope of materials to be obtained in the
National Library and the method of their procurement. The scope of
materials according o the commilice should be: Manuscripts, books
and non book materials, periodicals, newspapers, published reports,
audio-visual meterials (gramophone records, tapes, casseties audio-
vedeo, films, photographs, prints, slides, paintings, maps, recordings
of wrilten literature, history etc., Postage stamps, currency notes,
malcrials relating to heraldry, honours, grants etc. , those related to life
and culwure of Sni Lanka and such other materials as deemed necessary
for the achievement of objcctives of the National Library.

Methods of procurement
a)  Legal deposit
by  Copyright

¢)  Gifis and exchange
d)  Purchascs.

a) Legal deposit

i)  The Commiltec obscrved that current legislation on Iegal
deposit is inadequate in respect of the coverage of library
matcrials.

ii) The Committee recommended that the facility of legal
Deposit should be transferred to the National Library (rom
the National Archives Department and the provisions of the
Act be amended 1o suit the needs of a modem Nattonal
Library.

i) Until such time as (i} & (ii) above is elfecied, material not
procured under Legal Deposit should be purchased.

b) Copyright material
As the copyright office will obtain all materials relevant to a
National Library, the Board might profitably ncgotiate co-
ordinating the work of the copyright office with the
Acquisition Department of the National Library. It is
suggested that the Copynight Office be persuaded 10 obtain
all materials in duplicate and transfer the duplicates to the
National Library.
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¢) Gifts & Exchange:
The Commiitce recommends that the National Library
should have a programme of oblaining forcign materials on
Gifis and Exchange as far as practicable, through National
Librancs, Embassics cte.

d) Purchase: .

Materials that cannot be obtained under (), {b) and (¢}
above need o be purchased. Al materials purchased should
preferably be in tripticate {Deposit copy. Relerence copy
and Inter-library loan copy).?!

The National Library Service Commitlee lays panicular emphasis
on 'recording' of traditionat art and litcrary forms —oral traditions,
music, dance, paintings, architectore including important buildings of
artistic or historic value, in view of the fact that what remains is [ast
disappcaring or dying. 1t is recommended that the basic equipmeni
necessary be purchased for this purpose and work commenced carly 42

5.14 Conclusion

Al the national tibrancs of the world are not the same in natre.
They differ in the manncr in which they started functioning. They also
differ in varying degrees in their specilic functions which are related (o
the overall structures of cach country and the Government.
Organizational ¢hants of sclected National Libraries, representing the
developed and developing countries given in appendix Lalso illustrate
this difference.

According to Dorothy Anderson: AL the apex of the library
structure in many countrics of the world stands a national library,
distinguished by the dignity ol the building, the richness of ils
colleetions, the wealth of its resources and the quality of its
scholarships.”*?

In cvery developed country all the national libraries are well
organized and tunctioning well for the service of the people. But no
definition of a national library could be lormulated which would
cncompass and represent all the nationa) libyarics of the world.

The Literature about the types and functions of national Tibrarics
rellects the world's movement ow ands the promotion of library and
information services with (he national libraries playing a keyrole in the
Process.
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CIIAPTER 6

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF
BANGLADESH NATIONAL LIBRARY

6.1 Pre-Independence Period {before 1947)

As the present Bangladesh was part ol the sub-continent of India
prior to Independence in 1947, it ts peninent and usclul 10 make a bricfl
survey of the attempts for the cstabiishment of a National Library in
India.

A cenncction can be traced between the {recdom movement and
library movement as evidenced by the fact that at the ume of the 39th
session of the Indian National Congress held ar Belgaon in 1924, the
third All India Library Conference was also held there on the 261h
Dceember 1924, The importance of setling up tibrarics throughout the
country as centres for providing education and information 10 the
people and making them more politically conscious was realised by the
leaders. As 2 mcans towards this end the question of esiablishing a
fibrary association in cvery provinee and state was also discussed and
the delegates from the then Bengal under the leadership of Deshbandhu
Chittaranjan Das got a reselution passed for the establishment of a
Library Association in Bengal, A generad committee lor this purposc
was constituted in the same session and poct Rabindranath Tagore and
Sushilkumasr Ghosh were clected Chairman and Secretary respectively
ol the committce. Thus the Bengal Library Association was founded in
1925.

6.1.1 Calcutta Public Library

The history of the gradual development of the National Library
will be incomplete without a brict survey of the Calcutta Public Library
which was established inthe [irst hal T ot the nineteenth century.

The Calcuuta Public Library owes its ongin 1o Mr. JLH. Socqueler
(Pscudonym Joachim Heyward Siddoens), the cditor of Englishman I
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In his Mcmoirs he writes: "Finding, by my lcticrs from Bombay, that
the 'General Library' has taken firm root and was {lourishing, T was
determined to attain introduction of a similar establishment in Calcutta,
for that city was cqually desttute of a publi¢ library. The endeavour
had been made some years previousdy and had failed. Recciving o cood
deal of ¢ountenance from the upper classes, my project was now
submitled to a public mecting (1835) over which Sir John Peter Grant,
one of the judges of the Supreme Court, presided and was so well
rcceived that subscriptions rapidly pourcd in and books were
prescnted. 1 was appointed Honorary Sceretary o the library, and
reeeived very gratifying publie tributes 10 my humble endeavours o
supply aveal want"2,

The resolution passed at the public mecting was most significantly
worded and mentioned the necessity for establishing a public Hbrary of
reference and circulation in Calcutta which would be open 10 all ranks
and ¢lasses without distinetion. Prince Dwarakanath Tagore became the
first proprictor of the Calcutta Public Library. In graicful remembrance
of his patronage the citizens of Calcutta installed his marble bust in the
premiscs of the Calcutia Public Library. The bust siill adoms the
cntrance of the National Library, Belvedere, Calcutta.

The generosity ol Dr. F.P. Strong, Civil Surgeon of the 24
Parganas, gave the Calcutta Public Library its first housing. The library
was kept open 1o the public on the ground floor of his residence in
1863. Aficr a temporary shifling to Fort William in July 1841, the
library was finally shifted to the first floor of Mewcalle Hall on the
Strand Road>?.

The Caleutta Public Library was declared open 10 the public on
21st March 1836.

One Mr, Stacy was put in charge of the library and Mr Peary
Chand Mira, the acknowledged father of Bengali Novel was appointed
Sub-librarian.

Sir John Peter Grant, Curator of that Institution rendered
promincnt services to the Calcutia Public Library. He 1ook an active
part in the management of the Institution, specially when it was ot its
very initial stage.

Mr. Stacy, the librarian resigned in 1884 and Peary Chand Mitra
wus promoted to the poxﬁ
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The first Council of the Calcutta Public Library was formed in
1873 and was composed of 14 members and Raja Ramanath Tagore
was one ol its Vice Presidents. The other Indian members of the
council were Jogananda Mookherjee, Joygopal Sen and Jadunath
Ghosh. For the first time an Indian namely Maharaja Narerdra Krishna
became President of the Council of the Library in 1877.°

The success of the Calcutta Public Library was due to the united
efforts of the European and Indian citizens of Calcutta, In the 1830s
and 1840s this was the only public library in the city worth the name,

Mr. A. Mackenzce, one of the proprictors of the library and a high
official of the Government of Bengal, submitted a plan for the
reorganization of the library on the 15th December, 18856 He
suggested that the library should be converted into a Municipal Library
and should be kept open to the public free of any charge. His proposals
were accepted by the Council of the Calcutta Public Library and after
prolonged correspondence with the Bengal Government the
Management of the library was transferred to a new Council dominated
by the nominces of the Municipality.

The formal transfer was effected on 20th April, 1890 and the
library was opened 10 the public in July 1890.

This re-organization of the library did not improve maiters much.
The chief reason was that the Municipality did not take up the full
responsibility of running the library. But the Calcutta Public Library
had a unique position as the first public library in this part of the
coumtry. In those days during the first half of the nincteenth century
such a well-organized and efficient library was rare even in Europe.
The Bengal Social Science Associalion was also founded in its
premises in 1867 and Peary Chand Mitra became its Secretary. Many
banned papers were read under its auspices in the Metacalfe Hall. The
Calcutta Public Library was also instrumental in enacting the Societies
Registration Act of 1860.

6.1.2 Imperial Library

Lord Curzon first conceived the idea of opening a library for the
usc of the public. One of his first undenakings after his arrival in
Calcutta was 10 visit the Govemment offices and public buildings of the
city. He noticed that two libraries which had rich collections of books
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were not being properly used by the scholars and students for want of
necessary facilities. One of these was the Imperial Library which was
formed in 1891 by combining a number of Sccretariat librarics.” The
use of the Imperial Library was restricted to the superior officers of the
Govemment, both central and local. Non-officials could borrow books
provided they obtained permission of the Government of India.

Lord Curzon also visited the Calcutta Public Library and was
shocked to find the miserable condition the valuable books of the
Institution. He decided 0 amalgamate the rich collections of both these
libraries and make them available o the readers.

A preliminary preparation was made which-involved the transfer
of the books of the Imperial Library from Esplanede to Metcalfe Hall,
for proper shelving of books and their cataloguing. In establishing this
library, the Govemment of India had to pay a sum of Rs. 28,000 to the
Council of the Calcutta Public Library as the purchase value of existing
shares, Similarly 1o obtain Metcalfe Hall as a part of the amalgamated
library, the Imperial Library, the Govemment paid Rs. 25,000 as
compensation to the Agri. Horticultural Socicty and agreed to pay an
annual grant of Rs. 6,000 to the Society in the future,

Lord Curzon, promulgated the Imperiat Library Act 1902 (1 of
1902), and opencd the library on 31st January 1903 and stated that the
library had been organized on the same lines as the Reading Rooms of
the British Museurn 8

John Macfarlane, from the British Museum, was appointed its
first librarian (1901-6).9 He introduced the British Museum methods of
cataloguing and classification in the organization of the Imperial
Library. His untimely death in 1906 was a great 1oss o the library. His
successor Harinath DC, scholar and linguist was in charge of the
library from 1907-1911.10 o

It was left 1o Mr. J.A. Chapman to shape the library and give it
status during his period of Librarianship (1911-30). He made many
experiments in how books may be preserved in a tropical climate.

Mr. Chapman mentioned in his Report for 1915-16 that the
proposal to the Imperial Library for a Copyright Library was already
before the Council. This proposal stressed that one copy of every book
published in India should be preserved in the Imperial Library, that the

T



98 National Library o' Bangladesh

privilage enjoyed by the British Muscum and the India Office Library
under the provision of the Press and the Registration of Books Act,
1867, should be offered to the Imperial Library without delay. In 1917
he wrote 10 the Government of India:

“The influence of one man such as Sir Rabindra Nath Tagore
rather the influence of his writing, in changing the general estimate in
which the Indian classical and vernacular literature are held, is hardly to
be estimated, and the more imbibing the prevailing spirit of Europe and
its estimate of the worth of national literature as means of culture, the
higher will grow the estimate in which Indian literatures arc held. The
question in those days will assuredly not be as 16 whether it is right that
of the three "Copyright” Libraries. (I assume that the Impenrial Library
will then have been made one), two should be in England. The
question may then well be whether there should not be four
‘Copyright' libraries in India, at Delhi, Calcutta and Bombay and
Madras in each of which every valuable Indian publication should be
found as in Great Brilain there are in London, Oxford, Cambridge,
Edinburgh and Dublin"!!

It is surprising how prophetic Mr. Chapman had been about the
establishment and the growth of depository librarics in the country. The
Government of India thought it necessary (o provide accommodaion
and staff for the books first and then to effect the legislation. The
Library Council at its meeting held on 21st March, 1933 requested the
Librarian to prepare a scheme for a Copyright library which was
examined by a subcommittee and was forwarded to the Govemment of
Bengal with the Council's recommendations in 1932-33,

In 1923 the Imperial Library was shifted from Metcalfe Hall to a
portion of the Foreign and Military Secretariat Building at 5 Esplanade
East, where the National Library now had a newspaper reading
room:'?

After the retirement of Mr. John Alexander Chapman, K.M.

Asadullah was the librarian from 1930 o 1947, He started library
training classes in 1935.1°

Again the war made it essential to shift the library to a private
building. Jabakusum House, 34, Central Avenue was the home of the
Imperial Library from 1942 10 1947. The Library rctumed 1o §
Esplanade East in carly 1948 and later in the year was shified o
Belvedere,
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6.1.3 National Library

The work of Stocqueler and Curzon and of a series of good
librarians had given India something it could call a National Library
when it became an independent country. The Imperial Library (change
of namc) Act was passed in 1948 and the National Library came into
being. The Vicercgal Lodge of Calcutta with its lovely grounds became
the permanent home of the National Library. 14

So there no real National Library in the pre-Independence period.
The Indepcndence and Partition of India in 1947 gave birth to a
National Library in India. The geographical entity called East Bengal
(later on East Pakistan and then Bangladesh) inherited no national
library in 1947,

6.2. Post-Independence period (After 1947)

It was in 1947 that this subcontinent was divided into two parts
namely ‘Indiz and Pakisian. Then almost all the well-established
educational institutions, research organizations, librarics and muscums,
which were mostly located in Calcutta, came under Indian territory.

After this partition in 1947, with its manifold consequences and
the incscapableimpact of intemational relations, Pakistan had increasing
needs for information at all levels and on a comprehensive range of
subjects. And so, in harmony with the experiences of other developing
countrics, the requircment of a well orgam:red library system was felt
acutely.

The few libraries which were shared by United Pakistan (both
wings) were at the time in a disorganized condition due to lack of
proper carc and accommodation and trained personnel. The
Government could not pay atiention because of various pressing
problems like food, clothings, shelter and especially the refugee
problem. In fact Pakistan was then in a distressed situation and could
not even imagine the merger of two or three libraries to constitute a
national one as New Zealand found it expedient in her situation.

Actually Pakistan wanted to establish the Nauional Library in West
Pakistan.

6.2.1 Nationa) Library of Pakistan

The National Library of Pakistan was established at Karachi in -
1950; in 1954 it was merged with the Liaquat Memorial Library and the
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amalgamated Library came to be known as Liaquat National Library,13
And Liaquat National Library was given the privilege of Copyright
deposits.

Due 10 constant and forceful demands arising from the people of
the then East Pakistan the Central Library in East Pakistan was
established at Dhaka to maintain parity.

The then Pakistan Government also decided to establish a
Bibliographical Unit and it was set up to work in the Directorate of
Archives and Librarics, It was also attached to the Liaquat National
Library at Karachi. However, the Central Library of Dhaka was
designated as one of the three libraries of the then Pakistan with
depository privileges,

"This library during Pakistan petiod, used to receive books and
publications under the section 'Delivery’ of Books and Newspapers of
the 1962 Copyright Ordinance and was called Delivery of Books and
Newspapers Branch, Central Library of Pakistan, Dhaka"'® The
branch was functioning in a hired house at Mohammadpur, Dhaka.

For several years, nothing significant was done by way of
establishing a national library in this wing of the country and the need
became more potent. In 1955 the Ministry of Education arranged the
visit of Mr. L.C. Key, and Australian Librarian, to study the library
condition and situation in the then Pakistan to make proper suggestions
for possible improvements and development. Mr. Key reviewed the
situation and prepared a library development report known as the Key
Report apart from other suggestions, Mr. Key suggested ambitious
plans for the development of the National Library namely, the Liaquat
National Library; but the establishment of a National Library at Dhaka
was not mentioned by him.

The Liaguat National Library was the legal depository for Pakistan
publications since 1960. In 1964, a bibliographical unit was
established to prepare a National Bibliography of Pakistan since 1947.

It was divided into two sections of which the primary one covered
classifed subject list of books in which important information about
books was available.

6.3 Post-Liberation Period (After 1971)

A ncw phase of library movement began in Bangladesh after her
liberation in 1971. A group of educationists and library minded people
participated in this movement with new inspirations. One of the
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dazzling phenomena of library movement was the grand celcbrations of
the Interational Book Year, 1972 on the free soil of Bangladesh.

The citizens of Bangladesh also felt it necessary to prescrve their
ancient national heritage for posterity. They felt the urgent needs for a
national library. So partly- due to this demand and parly for
rehabilitating the repatriated Bengali officers of the Directorate of
Archives and Libraries, the Govemment empowered the Directorate of
Archives and Libraries to perform dual duties of National Archives and
some of the functions of National Libraries. It may be mentioned that
the "Delivery of Books and Newspaper Branch, Dhaka" was
funciioning dirccily under the Direclorate of Archives and Libraries

_under the Ministry of Education, Government of Pakistan, Karachi.
After the emcrgence of Bangladesh the Béngali officers of the
Dircctorate of Archives and Libraries, Karachi, on repatriation from
Pakistan were rehabilitated in that Directorate, 17

The Directorate of Archives and Libraries was accommodaied in a
hired house at 103, Elephant Road, Dhaka-5. But again it shifted to
another hired house at 106, Central Road, Dhaka-5, due to lack of
space. It now forms the nucleus of National Library of Bangladesh. 18

The Dircctorate has two wings - National Library and National
Archives under one Director, It is performing the functions of
Bangladesh National Library.

6.3.1 National Library Sub-Committee
On 10th November, 1973 a National Library sub-committee was
formed to cxamine the present conditions and (10 make necessary sieps
for the cstablishment of a National Library of Bangladesh at Dhaka.
The sub-committee was constituted with the following persons:
1)  Dr. K.M. Karim, *
Director of Archives & Librarics. (Convenor)
2y Mr. A KM, Shamsul Alam,
Ex-Chaimman,
Dept. of Library Science,
University of Dhaka. {Mcmbcer)
3  Mr. Shamsul Hug,
Ex-Dircctor (Library)
Bangla Academy Library, Dhaka (Mcmber)
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Since the emergence of Bangladesh the Copyright (Amendment
Act 1974/L1V ol 1974) is in force. So it makes it obligatory on the part
of the publishers to deposit copies of books to the designated libraries
including the national library of Bangladesh. The three other depository
Libraries are at Chittagong Divisional Public Library, Rajbhdhl Public
Library and Khulna Divisional Public Library.

6.3.2 Bangladesh National Library

The National Library as part of the Directorate of Archives and
Libraries is functioning as the Bangladesh National Library as per
declaration of the Government vide Gazcetie Notification No. LB/IL-
13/75/386, dated 29-8-75. LB/IL-13/75/387, dated 29-8-75 and LB/IL-
13/75/546, dated 8-11-75.1%

6.3.3 National Bibliography .

It is compiling the Annual National Bibliography and Article Index
of daily English and Bengali newspapers. The National Bibliography
of bangladesh covering the periods December 16, 1972, 1973-1977,
have been published.

The volume covering the period from 1978 to 1980 is in the press
and that of 1981-1982 is being processcd. The libsary has 22 staflf
members; one director and four other officers (in the same scale and
status) and other staff.

As in other developing countries of the Third World only a small
percenage of books published are deposited in this library. As a result
many valuable and costly books are nol deposited by the publishers due
1o the negligence of the publishers and laxity in the enforcement of the
law. So the coverage of Bangladesh National Bibliography is only
partial and not comprehensive.

In the Bangladesh National Blbllography. the following
publications are not included:

a) Notcbooks and* made casy text books written for the
students, brochures;

b  Subscquent numbers afier the first issue of newspapers and
periodicals; ‘

¢)  National Assem bly debates and commentary, and

dy  Maps.
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The Bibliography is divided into two main sections; the first
consists of a detailed list of Bengali books and the second provides the
list of English books published in Bangladesh. Each part is divided into
two scctions.. The primary scction covers classified subject list of
books in which important information regarding books are available
and the sccond one covers authors, title and subject index. A bricf
information of books is given in the index. At the end of each part, full
addresses of publishers whose books are included in the Bibliography
are given. In preparing the Bibliography, Dewey Decimal classification
and Anglo-American cataloguing Codes arc [ollowed.

The National Library of Bangladesh is funclioning and trying its
best to serve the readers to the extent permitted by its limited resources,

The success of the National Bibliography depends largely upon
adequate funds and staff and larger deposits of publications by the
publishers. As regards the funds and staff, the Government of
Bangladesh have been trying to provide them. Steps should be taken
through subsidising the ever-increasing publication costs and through
other methods to ensure a substantially higher percentage of deposit of
publicaions than at present so that the National Bibliography will serve
as a fairly reliable index of the litcrary output of the country.
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CHAPTER 7

PRESENT STRUCTURE OF
BANGLADESH NATIONAL LIBRARY
IN TERMS OF LOCATION,
BUILDING, STAFF ETC.

7.1 Building

As already mentioned in Chapter 1, after liberation the
Government of Bangladesh felt the necessity 1o establish a National
Library in the capital city in Dhaka and allowted a plot of land at Sher-¢-
Bangla Nagar, Dhaka.

Bangladesh Government prepared two development schemes for
the National Library, onc for implementation during the Two Ycear Plan
(1980-82) and another during the Five Year Plan (1980-85). The year-
wise sanction of grant is given in Appendix D.

According to the Scheme, "the construction of the building will be
undertaken during the Two Year Plan Period (1980-82). It is designed
to be a seven storied building. The building is to be constructed in
phascs. The first phase of the building was (0 be completed during the
Two Year Plan and the second phase during the 2nd Five Year Plan
period (1980-85)L. But the construction has lagged behind schedule
and is still in progress.

7.2 Cost Estimate of building

The total cost of the project was taka 418.00 lakhs split up into
two phases viz. first phase - Tk. 73.05 lakhs and the 2nd phasc - Tk.
344, 95 lakhs, But in the Second Five Ycar Plan (1980-85: Revised),
the total cost of the project has been increased. Now the total cost of
the project is Taka 465.18 lakhs, the first phase being Tk. 127.24 and
the second phase 337.94 lakhs.2
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7.3 Progress of work

The National Library building is under construction at Sher-¢-
Banglanagar, Dhaka. Land measuring about 4,16 acres was acquired in
1976 and developed. In 1978 M/s. Vastukalabid, an architectural firm
of repute was engaged for designing the building. The firm accordingly
prepared and submitted the blue prints and designs which were
approved by the Govemment. The construction work of the building of
the National Library was undecrtaken in early 1979 and upto the end of
the June, 1983, an amount of Tk. 360. 11 lakhs had been spenl.3

The project was initially approved at an estimated cost of Tk.
465.18 lakhs on 31.12.80. Now the estimated cost of the building has
gone up to Tk. 740 lakhs (including lift and package airconditioning)
because of the escalationof prices of materials and the revision ¢ the
construction prices of materials and the revision of the constru *tion
rates of the Public Works Department (P.W. D).4

The foundation work of the National Library building has a:.cady
been completed. The superstructure of the building has Geen
undenaken and the work of the southem block and the stack block up

10 3rd floor is being completed. Construction of ot!.: = -~ the
building will be undertaken soon. After the compleuct. . . 7w ling

the work of the National Library as an apex library organizatio . « { the
country will commence on proper lines.

The following physical items of work are involved.
1.  Construction of the four blocks of the

building measuring an arca of 61,555 sft.

will be completed. 61,555 sil.
Electrification

Construction ol Sub-station building 900 st
Construction of Water pump house 250 sit.

Sky light and flood light installation.
Internal road, boundary walls, Horticulture werk cle,
Installation of lift and Airconditio:-crs

Sadibe B A

Fumniture.>
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7.4 Scheme for the building of the National Library
of Bangladesh in 2nd Five Year Plan (1980-85)

The following areas will be required for different departments of
the National Library:

“Si.

No. Ground Floor iem Arcain it
I.  Porch 755
2. Sccurity Halt, Check

Information ¢1¢.2400
3.
4,
5. Exhibition 3200
6. Lilt : 200
7. Toilet 200
8. Circulation 1y 705
H) 545 1500
iy 250)
9. Browsing Room FOO0
10. Lobby for conference ' 900
11. Conference 4000

12, Toilel anached
to conference

room i) 250} 370
i) 120

13. Emergency Exit 3150
14. Reading 3150
15, Stairs : 304
16. Toilct ' 100
17, Circulation 71%
18.  Bibliography Section 2830
19, Inicmational Book

Excahage 560
20. Processing Scction 1690
21. Binding, Receiving, cic 975
22, Service Entry 200
23. Fumigation 190

Towd Ground Floor 264055
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First Floor
Sl

No. lcm

National Library of Bangladcsh

Floor Avca in sil.

. Passage above Hall
2. Circulation Spaces
i) 550
i) 6(X)
Reading
Scarch
Lounge & Tea
Tea preparation
Reading
Stairs
9. Admn. Section
0. Proccssing Section
11. Reference Section
12, Toilet

jo L e SR

Sceond Floor

750

1,150
- 2,450
1,600
1,400
500
2,400
300
2,900
1,125
2,300
1600

Total ol Ist Floor 17,025 sft

1. Private Collection 1,050
2. Circultion 1,950
3. Newspapers & Magazine 2,700
4.  Parliamentary Service 1,600
5. Tape-Recording 1,400
6. Photography 1,050
7. Micro-film Section 2,550
§. Stairs 300
9.  Toilct i) 100

iy 200 300
10, Private Books 2,700
[1. Banncd Literature 775
12, Centra Catalogue 900
13, Union Cataloguc 2,000
14, Reprography 2,100
5. Lin 200

Total of 2nd Floor 21,575 sl
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Arca ol Stack Rooms

There arc seven (73 Moors of
stack arcas. There MNoor arcas
arc as follows:

109

51, No., . Arca n sl
1.  Ground Floor (Stack + A. C) 5975
2. Ist Floor 4,375
3.  2nd Floor 3,975
4. 3rd Floor 5,975
5. 4h Floor 5,975
6. 5Sth Floor 5,975
7. 6wh Floor 5,975
40,225 sf.
Therefore, Total of National
Library:
a)}  Main Building : 1y G.F 26,055
2y F.F 17,025
P 3y SF 21,575
b) Stacks 40,225
1.04,880 sN
a) Area

b)

<)

The prime need of a National Library is its stack arca
where the books and other publications will be prescrved.

. Hence a total area of 40,225 sq. ft. is proposed for this

purpose. ]
Conference Room

“The National Library will require an auditorium for
holding conference and seminars and imparting in-service
library training. For this purpose an area of 4000 sft. will be
required.

The binding and repairing section will be responsible
for binding and repairing books, manuscripts, newspapers
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d)

h)

Naticnal Library of Bangladesh

and periodicals stored in the National Library of Bangladesh.
The responsibility covers the cleaning, fumigation, repairing
and binding of books and other library maicrials 50 as 10
ensure proper storage conditions.

Photograph ction

The major function of this section will be to establish
and madntain an efficient service for research scholars and
other accredited persons wishing photostat copies of all
reading materials. For this purposc a total area of 1050 sq.ft.
IS necessary.

Exhibition Hall

In order to educate the people about recent publication,
the holding of exhihition is of prime importance. Hence for
the exhibition for books, documents, manuscripts, chars

.and maps, a room measuring 3,200 sq.ft. will be required in

the National Library.
Processing Section

Books, journals and periodicals received in the National
Library arc to be accessioned, catalogued and indexed.
Hence an area of 2815 sq.fi. is required for this purpose.

cading Hall

The National Library will have reading halls to cater the
needs of scholars, teachers, students, children and other
accredited persons. The Reading Halls, for general readcrs,
researchers, children and manuscripts readers measuring a
total arca of 8,000 sq.ft will be required in the National
Library building.
Bibli hy Seclion

One of the main functions of the National Library is to
compile the National Bibliography out of the book
collections under the Copyright Act throughout the couniry,
S0 a space mecasuring 2830 sq.ft. will be required for the
bibliographical service Section.

International'Book Exchange Centre
Onc of the functions of the National Library is 0
exchange books and publications with other countries under
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D

k)

)

m)

n)

0)

bilateral agrcement and mutual exchange programme. For
this purpose an area of 560 sq.ft. will be required in the
National Library.

r' ther Off !

In the first floor of the building the room for the
Dircctor has been shown and to accommodate other officers
of the National Library, rooms of different sizes will be
required. Hence an area measuring 1,700 sq.fi. has been
earmarked for the purpose.

Administration Section

To accommodate the staff of the administration Section
including cash and accounts as well as diary and despatch
sections, an area of 1,200 sq.ft. will be required.

Staff, Circulation, Liff, Stair Cases, Toilets etc.

To accommodate the technical staff of National Library
the circulation space for counter, catalogue card cabinet, -
fumigation chamber, guard, corridors, lift, stair and toilets a
total arca of 9,795 sq.ft. will be required.

The National Library of Banguldesh receives under
Copyright Act all the daily newspapers and periodicals
published in the country regularly. These papers are required
to be kept in a systematic manner for the use of the
researchers and the general readers of which 2,700 sq.ft.
space area will be required for the purpose.

Research Section
There will be a research Section in the National Library
for the research scholars whercin all sorts of rare and

. confined books will be kept for use. For keeping the

research materials and also for reading space for readers and
circulation desk for the staff an area of 1,600 sq.ft. will be
required for the section.

' Manuscript Section

The National Library will have a manuscript Section for
keeping manuscripts and other materials like maps, chars. It
will have a stack area and a rcading hall along with a
circulation arca for which a space arca of 2,000 sq.f1. has
been shown.
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Private Collection

In the Naional Library there will be a private collection
of books donated volumarily by eminent persons. Usually
they donate their personal collection of books after a certain
pertod of their life-time to the National Library to help build
up its collections. It is expected that the National Library will
receive a good number of books in lerms of donation. To
preserve these collections an area of at least 3,750 sft. will be
required in the library building.

Service 1o the Government Agencics including Natigna)
Assembly

The services 1o the Government agencies including the
National Assemnbly is of grcat importance and as such an
area of measuring 1,600 sq.it. has been shown in the Plan,
This section will extend reading and research facilities to the
members of the parfiament and the Govemment agencies as
well.

Table - 1
List of Furniture According to 2nd Five Year Plan
’ (1980-85)
Sl Rate Total
No. List of Anticles Quantity Tk pn‘TcE
T.  Adustable steel Racks 238 2,500 5,935,000
2. Wooden Almirah 24 4,000 96,000
3. Secrctarial Table for oflicers g 3,000 24,000
4.  Cushion seated amed <hair of
officers _ £ 1,000 8000
5. Table for staff 20 0 750, 15,000
6. Cane scaied armed chair 30 400 12,000
7. Wooden counter with ancillary
malcrials ' 125,000 25,000
8.  Card Catalogue Cabinct 115,000 15,000
9. Stcel Pigeon hole 13000 5,000
10.  Steel visible index card plate
with box 20 2500 5.000
Totul %,00,000

Sourees:

Development Scheme of the Nabonal Library of Pangladosh {1980-85) Rev. p 34
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7.5 MANPOWER REQUIREMENTS

According 10 the Devclopment Scheme (1980-85) on the
manpowcr requirements, one person will be trained every year either in
libray administration or in bibliography/documentation. A post of
Deputy Director was © be created during 1978-80, but it was not donc.

Table 2

Staff According to 2nd Five Year Plan (1980-85)

Num- | Addi- Pay
berofl | tional and
S.  Nuamc of post ¢xisting | post Rae Allow--
No. post requi- of onces
under | red salary under
revenue | deve- Tk deve-
budget | lop- lop-
ment ment
bud- bud-
get grel
1984-
85
Managerial
1. Dircclor 1 - 23502750 -
2. Deputy Dircctlor - 1 1400-2225 | 22,320/-
3. Assistant Direclor ol
Libraries 1 1 750-1450] 13,320/-
4.  Chicfl Bibliographer - | 1400-2225 | 22,320/-
5.  Bibliographer 3 2 750-1450 | 26,640/-
Technical/Professional
1. Scnior Librarian - 1 625-1315] 11,000/
2. Librarian I - 470-1135 -
3. Scnior Technical
Assistant 3 1 425-10501 7.500/-
4. Junior Technical
Assistant 2 4 370-745 1 26,000/-
1. Publication Otlicer ] 625-1315 | 11O/~
2. Office Supenniendent - ] 425-1050 7,400/

8—
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3. Accountan - ] 400-825 7.000/-
4. Stenographer I - 400-825
5. Manuscript Assistanty/

Laminator - 1 J70-745 1 6,500-
0. Stenotypist ] 1 370-745 1 6,500/-
7. Upper Division Clerk 3 - 370-743 -
8. Senior Accounts Clerk 1 - 370-745 -
9. Cashicr - | 370-745 F 6,5004-
i(t. Carc Tuker - 1 370-745 1 6,500/-
I'1. Elcarician (Sub- '

Swtion mechanic-cum- .

switch board attendant) 1 370745 1 6,500)/-
2. Photostat machine

operalor - ] JT0-745 | 6,500/-
13, Plumbcr - 1 325-610 ) 6,000/
14, Littman - 1 300-540 | 5.400¢/-
t5. Drnver ] - 325-610 -
I6. Lower Division Clerk 3 | 300-340 | 5,400/-
17. Bengali Typist - 2 300-340 | 11,000/-
18. English Typist - 2 300-540.1 11,000/-
1. Chicf Dallary - 1 325-6101  6,000/-
2. Gestewner Operaor - 1 300-540 | 5,400/-
3. Dalary 3 - 240-345 -1
4. Book Sorter 3 1 240-345 3,500/-
5. Peon {Messenger) 3 4 225-315 | 17,0004-
6. Farash 2 - 225-315 -
7.+ Night Guard 1 ] 225-315 | 4,000/-
5. Chowkidar i - 225-315 -
9. Gardener | 225-315 4,000
H).  Sweeper ] 2 225-315 8,000
* Themanpower requirements were scrutinised and approved by the 0 & M wing vide thei

letter No EDAOE M (Co-OR1D)-82/79-705 dated 18101979,

7.6 Report of Martial Law Committee

Recentty the Report of the Martiadd Law Commitice on the
organizational set-up of the Dircctorate of Archives and Libraries.
Sports and Cultural Division was submitted 10 the Chicl Martial Law
Adnunistrator afier consideration by the Review Commitice in
consultaion with the representative ol the organization concemned.



Nauonal Library of Bangladesh 115

The Chicf Martia!l Law Administrator was plcased 10 approve the
report and the revised organizational set-up. The Report was printed
under the titde - Report of the Manial Law Committce on Organizational
sct-up phase 1, Vol XIV, Part 3 - chapier 21, March, 1983,

Former Organization of the Directorate of
Archives and Libraries

Nationyd Library
Dircctor (50)

Personnel - 3

[ X Dirccwr

I X Swenographer
I X Pcon

|
Bibliographer (5)  Bibliographer (3)  Bibliographer (5)  Assistam
& Dircctorof
Librarics (14)

Personnel-5 Personnicl-5 Personnel-5 Personnci-14

I X Bibliographer 1 X Bibliographer 1 X Bibliographer 1X  Assistant

. Dircctor of
XSTA Librarics
u.pcC Librarian
L.DC ST.A
Book Sorer J.T.A
u.p.C
Swenographer
Boek Sorior
Faash
Chevwh ik
]')\ vl

mer

FT.A
.D.C
Book Sorwer

I X
SAC IXL

IX

[ X Farash

I
I X
X
I X

PP g G g g P S
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES ;

[ DIRECTOR | 50

Pcrsonnel - 3

1 X Dircclor

1 X Swenographer
1 X Pcon

Duputy Dirccilor of
Archives

18

Pcrsonncl - 18

1X Deputy Dircclor

1X  Junior Microlilming &
Phorostating offwer:

4X S5TA

1 X Phnostating Officer

1X  Stenotypist

1 X Manuscript Assist.

IX 1TA.

1 X Bengali Typist
1 X Daliry

1X  Peon

1 X  Farash

2X  Night Guard
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Revised and Approved Organization Directorate of
Archives & Libraries

| Director | IR

Personng| -
[X Duru.mr
[ X Swenographer
1 X M.LS.
Depy Director
Archives
Personnel- 18
[
gibliographer [ Bibliographer | Bibliographer [ Assistant
Aquisiion (,ompﬂauon Relerence Dircctor
Library
Personnel - 4 Personnel - 4 Personnel -4 Personnel - 7
1X Bibliographer  1X Bibliogra-  1X Biblio- 1X Assistant
her grapher Director of
IX Sr.Tech. Asst. 1X Sr. Teach.  1X Sr. Tech. Librarics
Assistant Assl, 1X Librarian
IX MLSS (Book  1X IDA-Cem-  1X LDA-Cum- 1X Sr. Tech.
sOrLer} Typust Typist AssLl.
I X MLSS [Bnok 1X MLSS IX Jr. Tach.
Sortcr} {Book AssLL
Sorer) IX LDA-Cum-
TypisL.
Administration 2X 'VfLSS (Book
Secuon Sorer).
in¢luding
Farash.

7.7 Books
The National Library acquired ncarly 40,000 books and
publications under the Copyright Law of the country®.

It has complcicd the compilation of National Bibliography upto
1979, It is also compiling the articic index of daily newspapers,
restrospective bibliographics cte. It is trying to maintain contact with
countrics having bilateral agreements relating 10 1the exchange ol
publications.

It is widely known (hat Bangladesh is a country with a long
history ol ¢civilization and a rich culeral heritage. So, the histornical task
of preserving, organizing and making use ol these ancient books and
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records is an arduous onc. The National Library shall have (0 make
grcat ¢fforts 1o accomplish it and 10 provide convenicent conditions for
users, home and abroad.

Under the present conditions, interlibrary loan and internatiomnal
cxchange are imponant means of resource sharing of a country. h will
he possible for hibranes all over Bangladesh 1o borrow books rom
NLB (National Library of Bangladesh). NLB will also have to
cstablish relation with other National Libraries [or borrowing materials.
Exchange of publications will promote and cnhance cultural interflow
arkd Triendship among peoples of dilferent counrics.,

Table 3
Year-wise receipt of Books in the National Library

Yecar Nureher of Books
1971 323
1972 484
1973 849
1974 738
19375 950
1976 1441
1977 1208
1978 1589
1979 . 2028
1980) 2010t
1981 1601
1982 1105

Total No, 14407
Grand 1otal from 1968 10 1982 = 17706
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Table 4
Year-Wise Receipt of English & Bengali Newspapers

Year Daity Number Weekly, Quanerly
Monthiy
Number
1972 T 3480 100
1973 4330) 1330
1974 ' 4700 135()
1975 2600 SO0
1976 1589 1673
1977 2204 2104
1978 2360 2011
1979 2778 2282
1980) 3305 3084
1981 3390 2627
1982 4025 3429

FACTS AT A GLANCE

AsondtstDee 1982

1. Foundution of National Library

in Sher-e-Bungla Nagar ... 21stdan. 1978
2. Numberol working daysinayear ... 292 days
3. Numberol Booksinthe Library - ... 26234
4. Number of manuscripts A K
5. Number ol maps A K4
6. Number ol Current pericdicals
(Thles) R 1
7. Number of Bound votumes of
periodicals . R
8. Number of books received per
month .o HiO approx. PoML
9. Number ol Curmrent periodicals
recorded per day Co A onaverage
0. Nutmiber of Notice from issues
per day/per moenih coL 250 approx. AL
I Number ol St o 22ancluding peens.
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CHAPTER 3

PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS OF
BANGLADESH NATIONAL LIBRARY

8.1 Knowledge Explosion

An enormous increase in the output of knowledge was wilnessed
during the past three decades and that is why the present age is oflen
called the age of "knowledge explosion”. This enormous.outburst has
been noticed particularly in the field of science and technology. In
addition to the increase in the annual production of books, periodicals.
etc., the knowledge explosion combined with the changes in Lhe
character of knowledge, intensification of research and educational
activities etc. have a direct bearing on the size, administrative
organization, objectives, functions, scrvices and vanous other aspects
of the National Library.

8.2 Problems

The Directorate of Archives and Libraries is performing the
function of the National Library of Bangladesh at present. The
Bangladesh Government has allotied a plot of land for the National
Library at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar in Dhaka.

A suitable siie for a National Library is of first and foremost
importance. The availability of sufficient land for the future expansion
of the library must be kept in mind. 1t should be located at the central
point of the city, where all the main roads meet in order to facilitate
easy access for the pecple.

The proposed site where the construction work is going on at
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar for the National Library is not a bad choice. But
though it is the cenire of Governmental and administrative activities in
the country, it is not the heart of the City with the Universities, Colleges
and School around it. It would have been more convenient for the



122 National Library of Bangladesh

pubtic, students and researchers, if the national library had been near
the present Bangladesh Ceniral Public Library in Shahbagh.

AL present the National Library is functiening under the
Directorate of Archives & Librarics in a hired building, Unfortunitely
the National Library is now incapable 10 render the desired services.
Bangladesh needs immediately a fulinedged tunetional national library.
“The need i$ not just of a national library in name as is there on paper
under the Direclorate of Archives and Librarics but one that will
perform functions worthy of its name" 1,

No exclusive plan for deveiopment of ditferent kinds of libraries
has been made in Bangladesh. "A National Seminar on Library
Developmem was held under the auspices of the Ministry of Cultural
Aftairs and Spons and the British Council, between 1-4 February
1982, Mr. Shamsul Huda Chowdhury, the then Minister of
Information and Broadcasting, Govemment of Bangladesh said that the
new demands of the people required that there should be an integrated
national library system.

Bangladesh 2 g developing country shares nroblems with other
ACYeIOPINE CirurnNES WRICH ALl dis DATTiers 1© we ueveiopment of tibrary
services. such as Tack of national planning. lack of trained swatf cic. The
panicipanis of the mecting on the National Library Services in Asia
held av Colombe, Sri Lanka described the library services in their
region as "very unsatisfactory”3. The situation of library services in
Africa was no better according to the opinions experienced by a
Meeting of Experts on National Planning of Documentation and Library
Services in Africa at Kampala, Uganda in 19704 The State of library
services throughout the world was also discussed and the general
consensus was that the provision of library services was inadequaie
and unsatisfaciory.

8.3 Need for National Library

The need for a fullfledged functional national library in
Bangladesh is clearly evident when the following factors are
considered:

1. A large number of manuscripts and books which constitte the
cultural heritage not only of Bangladesh but also of the Islamic world in
general are available in the country, mostly with individuals. There are
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many valuable manuscripts, periodicals and books left uncared for in
different libraries in villages, subdivisions and districis. Those books,
periodicals and manuscripts are very uscful for the researchers. For
proper preservation and conservaiion of those valuable maicrials, there
is an urgent nced for a national library in Bangladesh, According 10
Withers it should acquire, preserve and make available library maicnials
conceming the home country wherever and whenever produced and
should have a comprehensive collection, representative of all
civilizations and providing a comprehensive subject coverage for the
purpose of rescarch, stdy and inquiry?.

2. With the increasing emphasis on education and rescarch,
educational, vocational and research instilutions are being established
and devcloped in Bangladesh resuhting in an increase in the number of
research workers and scholars. (This has been discussed in chapier 2).
Libraries attached 1o economic and research instiutions are also
developing. But with limited book-budget, non-availability of adequate
foreign exchange and rising cost of foreign books and joumals, most
of the academic and research institutions are unable 1o tulfil the
requiremnts of studems and rescarchers. For shanne the Wbrary
resources of the entire country through a co-operative acquisiton,
interlibrary lending facility and maintenance of Union Cataloguc - a
national body i.e. National Library is necessary and it should be at the
apex.

In Bangladesh which has only a small publishing output (sce
Table 2, in chapier 3) and no language problem as in India, one would
expect bibliographic control of materials (o be easy. Unforunately only
four volumes of 'National Bibliography' covering the period up 1o
1977 have so far been published and volumes of 1975 10 19%0) are in
the Press6:

The Director of the Directorate of Archives and Libraries in
Bangladesh pointed out:

“There are some obvious difficulties in the way of enforcing
effective bibliographical control in Bangladesh. They are (a) lack
of knowledge of bibliographical imporance, (b) non-receipt and
irregular receipt of published materials by the depository librarics
under Copyright Act; (¢) lack of coordination among the
depository libraries; (d) absence of an effective bibliographical
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unit in the national library and (e) apathy of the non-official

groups towards bibliographical control and documentation
" 7

work”,

One of the major problems for the compilationa of the National
bibliography of Bangladesh is its printing and circulation. For its
printing and publication Bangladesh National Library is depending on
printers other than its own.

The National Library should hold a monthly or yearly meeting
with the publishers in the interest of book deposits in the national
library. They must realise that they will have to deposit materials in
their own interest and in the interest of the nation. In Bangladesh book
trade is not a very profitable business, because of low income of the
people and high rate of illicracy (discussed in chapter 2) the book
market and book-trade are dull.

In order to make book publishing profitable and alluring,
Government's financial assistance and subsidy are required. This
would encourage the publishers and attract them into book promotion
acuvites, Publishers of Bangladesh are not well off, A further step of
mceentives 10 the publishers is that instead of four free copies, only one
free copy be insisied on and the remaining three copics be purchased by
the Government. 1t is impornant that the National Library, as the
National Depository of all publicatons, has as comprehensive a
collection of them as possible and they are listed in the National
Bibliography. Dr. Luther Evans former Dircctor General of the
UNESCO, has very aptly said that without bibliographies, the record
of civilisation would be an unchartered chaos of miscellancous
contributions and incapable 10 meet human needs.

National Bibliography (current and Retrospective) should be
printed in its own press or in a press which will keep the time schedule
and fix moderate price. The Government Press is very busy printing all
kinds of Govemnment publications; so it takes an unduly long time o
publish the National Bibliography. And the National Library should
provide short catalogues of new accessions promptly after receipt,
- generally within 3/4 wecks for making them known to the library
users. It is necessary that the accession list should be issued
periodically.
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The National Bibliography which is the yard-stick of the
intellectual standard of a naton is lagging far behind in compilation and
publicatinn due to inadequate space in the National Library and statf.

8.4 General Comments

The National Library has long been overdue in Bangladesh.
Thineen years should have been enough for the National Library 10
grew into a fullfledged centre for serving the couniry's academic and
research needs. It has now been recognized by the Govemmernt as an
essential component for preservaiion of cultural heritage,
bibliographical control of indigenous literawre and for promotion of
education and research in the country. Mr. Ahmad Husamn, former
librarian of Dhaka University satutes “We have delayed and delayed the
National Library at our cost. ] repeat, one cannot rule out the chances
of the National Library going inio the melling pot again, as it did 100
often before, with the change of Government. if any. Delay of any
account even for a rosy dream of monumental National Library staning
on a hazardous path through a lapyrinth of scheme, estimate, blue-
print, rod, cement and so on will certainly be costly, may be
dangerous. Would God-help us think and act correcty”s.

In every country the National library should serve as the culral
bridge with the world outside that it should have the responsibility of
bringing out the National Bibliography of Bangladesh that it should
serve as the highest centre for research and so on. National
development of every country needs intellectual, cultural and
informational type of fertilizer. Mr. Ahmad Husain continued "National
Library does itself manufacture this fertilizer, which unfortunately has
no physical dimensions, and help allied organizations 0 manufacture
such fertilizers in their respective spheres”.?

Other difficulties and proplems being faced by the National
Library are the obstacles in rendering adequate library services. Such
as: (a) Population growth; (b) high degree of illiteracy, (¢) insufficient
educational facilities, (d) limited economic resources, (e) limited skilled
manpower.

The National Library is one of the media for the development and
improvement of library services throughout the country. "After the
emergence of independent Bangladesh a Library Development
committee was formed in 1973. They also submitted schemes to the
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Governiment. The aims of the Repon were obviously library
development in our country, but litte significant improvement has been
noticed” 1V, Bangladesh is one of the poorest countries with high
population among the developing countnes. In the developing countries
like Bangladesh where resources are meagre and scanty. there is a great
need for coeperation and coordination in the overall ptanning process
of &ie inforination systems as it will largely eliminate overlapping of

» functions and duplication of efforst in their development. Dr. K.M.
Karim discussed in his article on proper planning and coordination of
Nariena) Information sysiem, "To promote coordination; a vigorous
navonal ibrary iself may also act as the centre for coordination of
technicai services as in Lenin Library for USSR."1! it may also be the
coordinating and policy making body necessary Lo ensure full
coordinalion in the development and planning of library and
information services.

. No Library Legisianon has been enacied in Bangladesh other than
the Copyrighl Ordinance of 1962, as amended by the Copyright
(Amendiment) Act of 1974, which provides for the deposit of copies of
ncw publicabons with the National Library, the Chitlagong and Khulna
Govemment Public Libraries and the Rajshahi (Non-govt.) Public
Library, but not with the Bangladesh Central Public Library.]2

Bangladesh has numerous socio-economic problems which she is
determined Lo solve with whatever resources she possesses.
Nevertheless the socio-cultural sector has not been ignored in the
country's second five year plan and therefore, as a logical outcome,
positive steps have been Laken for the development of information
infrastructure in the country. The construction of the building of the
National Library has madc considerable progress and when completed
will be icmporarily shared by the National Archives. The need for the
establishment of a National Library instead of designating an old one as
such was a positive and jogical step towards the growth and expansion
of library facilites. It was also done as a step for the fulfilment of a
pledge 1o a new nation which remained unfulfilled during the Pakistani
nile.

For betier co-ordination among the organizations inclucded in the
National Information system (viz. National Archives National Library,
Central Public Library and all other Pubiic Libraries, National Science
Library, National Medical Library, Natonal Agriculture Library, Copy
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Right office, BANSDOC, BANBAIS, National Book Centre etc.), a
central co-ordinating agency should be in charge ol establishing
harmonious professional relationship, acquiring resources,
disseminating intormation, distributing responsibitities and many other
fiekds already mentioned. Close co-operation and co-ordination witl
eliminate duplication of functions and overlapping lower administrative
overheads and make small organizations viable through merger
whenever it is necessary.
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CHAPTER 9

MODEL PLAN FOR THE
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF
THE NATIONAL LIBRARY

9.1 Introduction

An attempt is made in this chapter 10 suggest a model plan for the
organizational structure of the National Library of Bangladesh. C.V.
Penna in his book ‘The planning of library and documeniation services'
has outlined the planning techniques for the development of library
services which include the foltowing:

a)  a review of acquired experience;

b)  diagnosis:

¢) determination of requirements and tinancial implications;

d) programming; :

e) publicity;

f)  execution and evaluation.!

Using Penna's planning stages as a checklist, this study for the
establishment of a pational library in Bangladesh has followed the
following procedure:

1. reviewed the experiences of various planners as mentioned
in the literature on Lhe subject. Among other sources this
experience has been collected from

a) the final report on the Meeting of Experts on the
National Planning for Library services:

in Latin America: Quito, Equador, 1966.2
in Asia: Colombo, Sri Lanka, 1967.3

in Africa; Kampala, Uganda, 1970.4

in Arab Countries: Cairo, Egypt, 1974.5
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b)  Questionnaries on the proposed organizational structure
of the National Library, compieled and retumed by
librarians/directors of foreign National libraries
including India and other professionals as well as by
Bangladeshi library professionals and potential national
library uscrs.

¢y the national library acts of selected countries.

2. Made an assessment of {diagnosed) the current siale of
library and information services in Bangladesh and also
summarised the present position and condition ol
Bangladesh National Library [unctioning under the
Dircctorate of Archives and Libraies.

3. Swdicd the goals, objectives and tunctions of dilterent
national Hbraries and with them as guidelines, arrived atthe
soals, objectives and functions ol the proposed national
library.

4. Indicated the financial implications ol the proposed nanonad
library. The linancial implications are as worked out by the
Planning Commixssion and shown inihe Appendix 13,

9.2 Objectives

The National Library should be the premier library of the nation
playing the key role of leadership in the overall library and information
sysicm of Bangladesh. It must be the medium for all co- operative and
co-ordinating efforts in the library and information science ficld. It
must be vested with the power 1o initiate and execute programmes that
will be able to meet national needs to serve targer national interests. It
should be the apex of the entire library and information system and
should be organized with due regard to the distinct geographical,
economic, cuhwral, and administrative conditions prevailing in the
couniry as a whole. In short, the National Library oF Bangladesh, as
any other national library, should be the channel for the nation to
discharge its library obligations and responsibilities, both to the citizens
of the country and to the intemational community. The weaknesses and
deficiencies in the library scene indicated in Chapter 3 should be sought
to be removed by the establishment of a strong library system for
which the Narional Library should be adequately equipped to give the
necessary icadership. The library services required by the people of the
country without any distinction of sex, casie, age, economic or social
9 J—
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stalus, and ail other considerations should be made available 10 all.
Academic libraries, right from school fevel upwards. research libraries.,
and other special libraries meant for different groups of people and the
public Jibrary systern chould be strengihened. The National Library
should function as the umbrella under which all these diferem types of
libraries will flourish and serve as instraments for national progress.

9.3 Organizational structure

The policy of the present Bangladesh government is 1o
amalgamate different units of similar najure into one unil 1o minimise
overhead costs. According (o this policy the National Library of
Bangladesh should be based on a unitary sysiem. There should be a
National Commission for Library and Information Services or
Bangladesh National Library Authority at the 10p of the organizaional
structure. It will be responsible for the developmem of library services
and should be set up through legislation.

The National Library will funciion under the overall supervision
of this commission, As already stmed it will be an agency which is
“essential for the co-ordinated and etficiem development of all types of
libraries in a country”.® The National Library will be headed by an
officer designated as direcior.

There will be an Advisory body constituted of scholars, librarians,
government officers, and others to advise the National Library on
matters relating 1o policies and functions. The chairman of the National
Commission will be the chairman of the Advisory Body and the
Direcior will be its member-secretary. Al adminisirative and financial
alTairs will be directly supervised by the Natnonal Librarian or the
Director. The National Library will be having the following major
divisions which are indicative of its functions.

1. National Bibliographic Division consisting of four sections.

2. Colleciion Development Division (or Acquisiton Division)
consisting of six sections. '
Processing Division with two sections.

Services Division with six sections.
Research and Planning Division with four sections.
Adminisiration Division.

o w
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Each ol the first five Divisions will be headed by a Deputy
Director and under him there will be an Assistam Director in charge of
each of the sections falling under it as indicated in the chart. The
Administrative Division will be headed by a Administrative Officer
who will be on a par with a Deputy Director in pay scale and status.

9.4 Analysis of the guestionnaire
Three questionnaires were framed, one for eliciting opinions from
heads of ditTerem national librarics of the world regarding the
- objectives and organizational structure of the Bangladesh National
Library, one for ascenaining the views ol the nationals of Bangladesh
including liorary professivnals regarding the functions to be undenaken
by the Nativnal Library, and the third for obtaining the views of people
in Bangladesh 10 determine the priorities of the functions. The answers
1o the firsl two queslionnaires were obtained by post and the answers 1o
the third were mostly collected by the investigator afier interviewing the
persons concerned. In choosing the persons for answering the second
and third questionnaires representative samples from difterent sections
were taken. The staetent of objectives and organizational structure
and functions have been so framed in the questionnaire tha they largely
refiect these aspects as they obtain in different national libraries.
Therefore the statements regarding the objectives and functions and
" also the suggested organizational structure are in the nature of
hypothescs 10 be tested by the opinions collected from professionals
and others. The investigation has largely proved the validity of the
hypotheses. '

9.4.1 Questionnaire - 1 : Organizational Sructure

As already mentioned, this questionnaire was designed (o
collected opinions from the heads of different national libraries of the.
world, university librarics and the national librarian and heads of
important librarics in India. Oul of sixty persons 10 whom the
questionnaires were sent 45 (75%) responded.

Question 1{a) and (b)

1(a) Kindly peruse the objectives stated in the Model Plan for
the National Library of Bangladesh

1(a) If they are adequate Yes No

Responses are shown in Table 1.
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Table 1
Answer Number of person Pereentage
Yes oo 4) ht |
No 5 1.
1(b) _Expressed clearly Yes No

The answers 10 this question were also the same as 10 question.. _
1(a).

Therefore the objectives of the National library as stated in the
questionnaire can be regarded as adequate and also expressed clearly,

Question No. 2

Kindly peruse the sistement under the Heading "Structure” and
state if you are in Agreement with it 11 not kindly suggest modification
that you consider appropriate.

It was found 95% of the replics were in agreement with the
suggested structure,

Question No, 3
Kindly peruse the brief description of the proposed organizational
structure of the national library and its activities and services.
i Do you agree with the suggested organizational strucmure?
i} If not please give your suggestions for the organizational
structure.
i)  Give your views regarding the activities and services
suggested.
v)  If additional activities and services are required kindly
indicate them.

About 98% respondents expressed themselves in agreemernt with
the given organizational structure and activities and services. 3% of the
respondents suggested that the Conservation Division may be scparated
and 1% suggesied provision for a Childrens Division.
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sion 4

Any other points relating to the proposed National Library not
covered by the questions above that you consider worth mentioning.

95% of the respondents had no additional suggestions 10 otler.
5% made a few suggestions such as the establishmen of an Extwernal
Services Division and a Dala base Bibliographic Division. A few
wanted the remaining of the Research and Planning Division as
Research and Development Division.

9.4.2 Questionnaire — I: Functions

The questionnaire to elicit opinions about the functions 1o bc
undertaken by the National Library (Appendix-1) was sest 1o 40
Bangladesh library professionals, cducationisis. researchers,
journalists, etc. Number of responses was 38 or 95 per cenl. The
responses to the different functions indicated in the questionnaire are
analysed in Table 2,
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Table 2
Responses to Questionnaire Relating to Functions

Total number of responses : 38

Number Number
of rcs- Per- of rcs- { Per-
Functions ponses in | centage | ponses | conlage
agreement not in
agree-
ment

A. Coliccr all the documents
published in Bangladesh 38 100 nil
B. Collect ail the documents '
pubtished elsewhere but

has relevance 1o Bangladesh 30 94.7 2 5.

e
[N

C. Preserve all documents

connceled with the culture

and life of Bangladesh 36 94.7
D. Provide hostel and other

amenities lor scholers-

Bangladesh and forcign 18 473 20

o stay in Dhaka over a

period of Lime

>
-
i

h
b
|

E. Providc comfortable rcading
room Tacilitics 1O users
within the library 35 921 3 7.9

. F. Provide ducument reproduc -
tion {Reprography) service at

nominal cost 37 97.3 1 27
G. Provide for mailing non-

rarc documents under 37 97.3 i 2.7

sufety 10 users (through

other libraries)

H. Maintain a Natonal Union

catalogue of books,

reponts, periodicals and

other kindred documents 37 97.3 1 27
I, Publish a National

Bibliography ol documents

as \nomhly busis 38 100 Nii -




National Library ol Bangladesh 135

It can be seen from the table thadt funclions A and 1 reccived the
highest score. cent per cent of the respondents having supporied them.
This is indicative of the concem of the people regarding the need for
preserving at one place Lthe entire nationa) bibliographic production and
its proper control through a nativnal bibliography. Two other funcuons
which received the suppon of 37 of the respondents ie. 97.3 per cent
are F and H viz. the provision ol reprographic services and the
maintenance of a National Union Catalogue. The other functions lisied
in the table. except D, also reccived high scores. As regards D only 18
respondents thought that the provision of hostel and other amenities
was essential. This may be because it was ditficult for the respondents
to visualise functions of this kind as essential in the context of the non-
existence of even the more essential functions listed.

The suppon given to function E by as many as 35 respondents or
92.1 per cent that the National Library should provide comfortable
reading room facilities to all types of readers is evidence of the anxiety
of the respondents to have access to a comprehensive collection of
documents which a Nationa) Library is able to build up and organize.
The second part of the questionnaire reads as follows:
The National Library of Bangladesh should be adequately funded
a)  through national legislaion or
b) through a government order for a regular grant.

Responses 1o this questions are shown in table 3.
Table 3

Total number of responses: 38

Numberoi| Poreeni- Numbcerol] Per
Proposal | responses | age of responses | cent-
in agree- FCSPONSCS | NOL N Jee
ment sarecment
Through nautional
legislation 3 895 4 10.5
Through a govemment
order lor regular 4 1.5 34 BB A
o . A iﬁD W oo
L‘n']'nl 4"_ . e
s
L
oA
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The responses are in strong suppon of the funding of the National
Library through legislation so that the National Library is well-fortified
from the possible ill-effects of policy changes when change of
govemment takes place and it is assured of a regular income for its
healthy growth and development.

In order to test the urgency felt by the citizens of Bangladesh for
the establishement of a National Library a question was included 10
ascertain the year for the inaguration of the National Library preterred
by the respondents. 4 years between 1985-2000 were given and the
respondents asked to indicate their preferences.

The responses are shown in lable 4,

Tahle 4

Responses 1o the guestion No, 3
Total number of responses: 38

Ycear lor Number of

Ituguralion ICSPONSes Pereentage
W T985AD 18 47.40
by 1990 AD li 28.90
¢y 1995 AD 0 15.80
Jdy o 2000 AD 3 7.90

The answers provide evidence of the desire of the people 10 have
the National Library inaugurated as early as possible,

Question No. 4 is : There should be a National Library policy
formulaied to guide the function and other libraries. This policy should
be formulated by:

a) the Parliament

by the Govemment

¢) an autonomous Bangladesh National Library Authority
(BNLA)

The responses are shown in table 5
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Table 5

Responses Lo questions No. 4
Towal number of responses: 38

Number of
Ageney TCSPONNCS in Percentige
agreement
The Parliament : 13 42
The Government 8 210
An autonomous Bangladesh
National Library Authority 17 44.70

(BNLA)

The responses show that the establishmem of a Bangladesh
National Library Authority for the development of library services in
the country including the establishment of the Nationa} Library and the
formuiation of a National Library Policy by this authority is mere
favoured than the formulation of the policy by the Parliament or the
Government. This may be because an authonty exclusively created for
this purpose will -be more fully involved in the causc than the
Parliament or the Government with their multifarious responsibilites
could. Ofcourse, this docs not mean that the Parliament or the
Government will not be concerned with the mauer. 1t only mcans that
the primary work relating (o the development of library services would
be the responsibility of an exclusive autonomous authority and the
Government and the Parliament would then take up the matter for
further legal and administrative follow up.

In question No. 5. opinions regarding other functions (other thun
those listed in the questionnaire) were invited and some of the
respondents suggested that the National Library of Bangladesh should
fall in line with the major National Libraries of the world in its
functions and services.

9.4.3 Questionnaire - 1II : Priorities

Questionnaire 111 was meant 10 ascertain opinions regarding
priorities. The investigalor after analysing the replics calcgorised the
functions as first priority functions. second priority functions and third
priority functions as shown below.
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a)

b)

)

National Library of Bangladesh

first priority functions:

Vi)
vii)
viii)
x)
X)

Xi)

acting as the central collection of Bangladeshi literature,

acting as a Lepal Deposit Library,

acting as the National Bibliographic Centre,

producing the National Bibliography,

Collecting foreign literature o

a) about Bangladesh,

by by Bangladeshi authors living abroad,

¢) on particular subjects according 10 the needs of the
counry,

compitation of select bibliographies,

maintaining the National Union Catalogue ,

planning and co-ordinating interlibrary Iending,

providing leadership 10 the country's libraries

participating in the planning of library scicnces in the

country, and

collecting, preserving and organizing Bangladeshi

manuscripLs, )

Second prionity funclions:

b}
i)

i)
iv)

v)
vi)
vii)

providing access to the National Library's catalogue for
other librarics and information agencics,

providing indexing services to articles in Bangladeshi
periodicals and newspapers,

providing services 10 the govemment,

tor acting as 8 centre for exchange of publications, within the
nation and internatonatly,

formulating standards for information handling,

providing reprographic services and

providing translation services,

Third priority functions:

i)
i1}

iti)

conducting research on library techniques,
providing professional training,

providing books for the blind and persons otherwise
handicapped.
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One of the functions not listed but important in the opinion of the
investigator is the maimenance of a Bibliographic Database relevant to
the country. The National Library is the institution which enjoys the
benefits of the Legal Deposit Law, produces the National Bibliography,
and National Union Catalogue. Maintaining a bibliographic database is
clearly a byproduct of this and therefore can be included in the group of
first priority functions.

The functions of a National Library do not remain static. They
would change according 10 changes in the educational and cultural
environment of the couniry. Similarty the prionities of the functions of
the National Libraries can also be different for ditterem countries
according to the social, economic, and political conditions.

The distinction between a developed country and a developing
country is nol a criterion for determining and implementing the national
library functions because it is seen that the National Libraries of some
of the developing countries perform more functions than thosc of some
developed counines. Examples of the former are the National Librarics
ol Bowswana, Piahippines and Singapore and as examples of the later
Belgium, Greece, lreland and the Netherlands can be cited.

9.5 Nationa) Library and National Development Plan

An important step towards the establishment of a National Library
in Bangladesh is the inclusion of the National Library Planning and
Services in the National Development Plan. This is a clear indication of
the official recognition of the importance of the National Library and
_helps to create a concept of librarics as an important elcment in the
overall national development.

9.6 Cost estimate

The financial provision available and necessary for the proposed
National Library needs 1o be examined. Appendiz D gives the financial
schedule of work and the yearwise sanction of grant given by
Bangladesh Government. The Mceting of the Experts on National
Planning for Documentation Services in Africa suggested the cost
norms of National Libraries as $ 5,000 per 1,000 volumes, The same
meeting identified 2 National Library's recurring cost for 1980 as 3
8,500 million for a low 1arget and $ 12,500 million for a moderate
target and $ 17,000 niillion for a high target.” Planning a National
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Library for Ceylon, a Mecting of Asian Experts estimated the
expenditure on a Nalionai Library 1o be .03 per cent of the recurring
expenditure on cducation in 1977, with (.8 per cent of the educatinnal
expenditure collecied for all types of libraries including the Nationaj
Librar_v.ﬁ As an example of an aclual National Library Budget. the
Naticnal Library of Singapore's budgel was $ 5.266.300 or 1.3 per
cent of the Ministry of Education’s Budget ard 0.16 per cent of the
National Budgel for the fiscal year 19799 The African Experis
estimaled the recurring cost required for the development of Library
Scrvices in 1980 10 be 2.9 per cent of the total educational cost for a
low target, 4.9 per cent for a moderate target, and 7.3 per cent for a
high targe1 19, In the case of Bangladesh the (o1l cost of the project for
the cstablishement ol the Nationa Library was extimated 10 be (aka
46518 lakhs ie. $ 3,101.200 approximately!l and this was
subsequently revised as taka 621.4 Jakhs including the foreign
exchange component of taka 45.60 lakhs, 12

9.7 Manpower

A basic requirement 19 be looked inlo in planning the
esiablishment of a National Library is the provision of the required mar
power. The National Library has 1o be manned by well-quatified staft
in adeguate strength. The number of Persons required depends on the
lunctions and duties of the National Library.

The Meeting of Experts on the National Planning for Library
Services in Latin America suggested in 1966 that the minimum staff
required by the National Library should consist of 50 persens: one
director, one technical assistant director, twelve trained librarians, -
sixteen library assistants, and twenty posts for office and maintenance
stall.!3

In the Bangladesh National Library there are now only 22 posts. Ii
is estimated that 110 posts in addition 1o 15 posts for maintenance and
special serviees for staff are required for the efficieni discharge of the
functions and services envisaged by the library. The details are given
below.

Direclor e 1
DBeputy Dircctor ce 6
Assistant Director R 22

Bibliographers ce 4
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Acquisition Libranans 3
Technical Assistants {Senior) e 8
Technicad Assistanis (Junior) R 8
Supervisors (Conservation) 2
Technical Assistants {Conscryvation) C e 4
Technicians R 12
Assistanis (Scervices) R 2
Transiators e 4
Typists v 4
Scerctarial stafl R 10
Maintenance and special

services statl . 15

9.8 Implementation

Now thal the functions of the National Library have been
identificd and their priorities determined the progressive implementation
of these functions may be examined.

9.8.1 Presentl activifies

At present the activities of the National Library are confined (o the
following. Under the Copyright Deposit Law the National Library s 10
get one copy of each publication published in the country. But the act is
not vigorously cniforced as evidenced by the failure of many publishers
10 deposit their publications. The result is that there are many gaps in
the colicction of the national literature held by the library.

1t is not only that the collection is incompiete, the available
collection is subjected 1o many constrainis like inadequacy of space and
staff. Also there are no book funds for acquiring other books published
in forcign countries.

Since 1972 the Bangladesh National Bibliography based on the
publications received under the Copyright Deposit Act is compiied and
pubiished. So far four annual volures covering the peried uplo 1977
have been published. Another bibliographical activity 1s the compilation
of the Annual Index of Articles in the Daily Newspapers. Both these
publications are not uptedate, primarily because of the dependence of
the National Library on the Government Printing Press for this

purpose.
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9.8.2 Action Plan

The building of the National Library Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar is under construction and the first task is 10 complete the first
phase of the buiiding so that the most imponant activities and functions
of the National Library can be started. The construction has lagacd far
behind schedule and all efforts should be made (o expedite the
CONSLIUCLoN.

In discussing the action plan the investigator wishes to divide the
planning process into three terms viz. 1. short term, 2, medium crm,
and 3. long 1cnm.

Short term (1985-87)

ltis likely 10 take, even with the best of etforts, 2-3 ycars for the
~ building to be completed for the first phase of activities to be initated
and organized.
a)  Planning the best use of the available space in consonance
with the present organizational sct up and objectives of the
Narional Library and the recruitment of the siaft in vacant
positions,
by  Vigorous cnlorcement of the Copyright Deposit Act 1o
ensure that the library receives one copy of ecvery
indigenous publication.
¢)  Provision of reading facilities and recurring scrvices.
The following steps necd special atiention
a)  Provision of adequate funds and foreign exchange for
acquinng forcign books on Bangladesh and books written
by Bangladeshics abroad and other publications rcquired for
scholarly pursuils.
by  As regards the indigenous publications two copies should be
acquired, one for current use and one for preservation for
poslenity,
¢}  Filling up the present gaps in the indigenous collection of
publications by soliciting gifts, acquiring several copies, elc.
d)  The seniing up of a printing press and bindery to ensure the
¢ timely publication of the national and other bibliographics
and indexes.
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¢} Sening up astrong reprographic section, panicularly keeping
in vicw the necds of scholars.

The National Library docs not now have its separate identity being
a pan of the Directorate of Archives and Libraries, Time is ripe now for
giving it a separate and distinel identity by being bifurcated from the
Dirccioraie. In this connection the guestion has 10 be examined whether
the library should be under Government control or should have an
autonomous status, Dr. Abdul Huq is of the opinion that "by an
ordinance the National Library be created as a semi-autonomous
institation with the auwthority vested in it to be the pnncipal library of the
nation and the principal organ of the Government on all library and
related matters. It must have the powers (o cflectively co-ordinate all
library and bibliographical activities within and without
Government“ 14, Such auionomous status is enjoyed by almost all
National Librarics of the world.

Side by side with the above sieps immcdiate alention is 10 be paid
10 the implemeniation of the following recommendations by J.S.
Parker,13 an UNESCO expent whose services were made available in
1979 for the development of libraries in Bangladesh with special
emphasis on public librarics,
Recommendations No. 17

The National Library be encouraged 1o develop a national
programme for the preservation and conservation of rare, valuable and
litthe-used library matenals.

Recommendation, No. 26

Provision bec made under the Sceond Five Year Plan for the
establishment for a National Library co-ordinating Commitice,
representing all types of librarics and responsible for ensuring the ¢o-
ordinated development,

Recommendation, No. 29

Provision be made under the Second Five Ycar Plan for the
enactment of library Iegislation which will facilitate the implementation
of the recommendations ol this repon.
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Recommendation, No. 31

Efforts be made 1o achicve improved co-ordination of
bibliographical activity and in particular o publish the National
Bibliography more frequently snd more promiptly.

Moedium tepm (1987- 199th

At the next stage the following activitics may be taken up:
a)  Provision of reference and bibliographical serviees
b)  Standardisation of classification and catadoguing,
¢} Compilation ol the National Union Cataloguc,
dy Preparing a plan for the introduction of new 1echnotogy
i libraries, -~
¢y Providing services (o the Government,
fy  Pianning and Co-ordinating inter-library lending.
g3 Promoting translaiion services.
Long e (1990-1996)
During this period the Library should expand its activities 10
cover;

i) Conducting rescarch on library 1echnigues,

iy Providing prolessional (raining, and

i) Providing books for the blind and persons otherwise
handicapped.

By the end of this period the library should gain the recogmition of
being in a position of leadership in the library and information science
licld in the country and act as the centre for singie. unilicd, and bighly
developed National Information System.



National Library of Banghulesh

REFERENCES

1.

12,
13.
14.

15.

PENNA (C V). The planning of library and documentation
services, rev. and enl. by P.H. Sewell and H. Liebaers. 1970. 2nd
ed. Unesco; Paris. p 49,

Meeting of Experts on the National Planning of Library Services in
Latin America, Qyiio, 7-14 February, 1966, Report. Unesco
Byllctin for Libraries, 20; November-December; 1966; 278-295.
Mecting of Experts on the National Planning of Library Services in
Asia, Colombo, Ceylon, 11-19 December, 1967. Final Report.
1968, Unesco; Paris,

Expert Meeting on National Planning on Documentation and
Libracy Services in Africa, Kampala, Uganda, 7-13 Dc(,ember
1970. Final Report. 1971, Unesco; Paris,

National Planning of Documentation and Library Scrvices in Arab
Countries, Ungsco Bulletin for Libraries, 28; July-August 1974,
182-187.

Meeting of Experts. .. Asia. op.Cil, ,p Y.

Experts Mecting on National Planning . . . Africa, opcit., p 16.
Meeting of Experts ... Asia. op.ciL. p 17.

National Library: Report for the period April, 1979-March 1980,
1980. National Library of Singapore; Singapore. p 28.

Experts Meeting. . . Africa. op. cit. , p 16.

Development Scheme of National Library of Bangladesh: 2nd Five
Year Plan (1980-85). Government of Bangladesh, Ministry of
Sports and Culture; Dhaka. p 1 (Restricied use only).

Ibid,

Meeting Experts . . . Latin America. gp. ¢il. , 288.

ABDUL HUQ (A M). National Library for Bangladesh. The
Eastern Librarian. 10; 1976; 46.

PARKER (J S). Bangladesh Public Library Survey: Vol. 1,2 & 3

submitted to the Ministry of Sporis and Cultural Affairs,
Government of Bangladesh in 1979,

10—



CHAPTER 10

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

10.1 Summary
This investigation presented in ten chapters has attempted the

following:

i)

i)

iii)

)

V)

Established the need for a fullfledged National Library for
Bangladesh. In this connection the effors during the pre-
independence, post-independence, and the post-liberation
periods for the development of library services in general
and the National Library in particular have been traced. The
international effons in this regard in the context of the
development of concepis like Universal Availability of
Publicanons (UAP) and Universal Bibliographic Control
(UBC) have ulso been discussed.

The geographic, adminisirative educational, and culwral
miticu of Bangladesh which have a bearing on the
development of library services with the National Library at
the apex have been described.

The library scenc in Bangladesh comprising all types of
libraries, information and documentation centres has becn
critically evaluated.

The published Iherature which is fairly extensive, as the
bibliography included in this would Ieslify, was perused and
the concept, definitions and functions of National LIbraries,
as far as could be ascertained from the literature, have been
described.

A comparison of a few selecled National Libraries with
regard to the types and {unclions has been made in order Lo
serve as guide lines for arriving at the organizational
structure and functions of the National Library of
Bangtadcsh.
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vi)

vii)

The historical background, present structure, and problems
and prospects of Bangladesh National Library have been
described in Chapters 6, 7 and 8.

On the basis of the ideas formed by the investigator through
her own consultaiton of the relevant literature and experience
of working in the National Library so far, and on the basis of
the replics received to questionnaires regarding the
organizational structure, functions, and priorities from heads
of National Libraries, other library professionals and others,
suggestions have been made in respect of the following:

a) model organizational structure of the National Library,

b) functions 1o be undertaken by the Nalional Library ,

¢) prioritics for the implementation of functions,

10.2 Conclusions and recommendations

i)

jii)

iv)

v)

The National Library which now functions without a
separaie indentity as part of the Directorate of Archives and
Librarics should be bifurcated and put under an autonomous
agency which may be designated Bangladesh National
Library Authority (BNLA).

The building currently under construction for the National
Library should be completed as early as possible and the
National Library shified there.

The organizational structure of the National Library should
be as given in the chart given in Appendix A questionnaire |
with such minor variations as may be found necessary,

Copyright Deposit Law should be vigorously enforced to
ensure the receipt by the National Library of a copy each of
all indigenous publications. While the collection of
publications so built up should be prescrved for posterity,
the library should acquire an additional copy for current use
by scholars. :

The publication of the Bangladesh National Bibliography
and the Index to Articles in Newspapers should be brought
uplodate. '
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vi) The other functions of the National Library enumerated in
Chapter 9 should be implemented in three phases with 1996
set as the target year for the Library to become a full-fledged
one performing all its functions and playing an cffective
leadership role in the library and information science ficld in
the country.

viii) The manpower necessary for the effective working of ihe
National Library should be provided according (o a phased
programme corresponding to the implementation of the
funcuoons.



Nationad Library of Bangladesh 149

BIBLIOGRAPIIY

ABDUL HAI {Kazi Md). Computer based library and intormation
service. The Bangladesh Obscrver, March 28, 1983,

ABDUL HUQ (A M), Librarianship as a profession and the need [or
library planning in Bangiadesh. Herald of Library Science. 17:
April-July 1983: 159-63.

______ . Library development in Bangladesh., The Bangladesb
Obscrver. Februrary 17, 1976,

_______.National Library for Bangladesh. Inicrnasonal Library
Review, 9; January 1977; 95-112.

ABIDI (S A H). The concept of national library. JASLIC Bullcun. 14;
June 1969; 4348,

ABU SAYED (Muhammad). Public librarics in East Pakistan:
yesterday and today, 1968. Green Publishing House; Dhaka.

AGARWAL (S N), KHAN (R R} and SATYANARAYANA

(N R), Ed._ Pcrspective in library and information science. VL
1982. Print Housc; Lucknow. 408 p.

AGNOLU (C C). The cvolution of the National library in Nigeria :
antgcedents, establishment and recent developmenis. Joumal
of Library History, 13, 4; 1980.

AHMED (N). Education for librarianship in Bangladesh, Intemational
Library Review, 13; Junuary 19835; 1)3-15.

AHMED (Nalis). New cconomic geography ol Bangladesh. 1982
Universily Press; Dhaka.

AJE (S B). National librarics in developing countrics. In. Advances in
Libranianship. V 7. 1977, Academic Press; New York. p 105-
43. :

ALA World Encyclopedia of Library and Information Services, IS0,
American Library Association: Chicago.



National Library of Bangladesh 151

AYRES (F H). The British Library and the University library : a view
from a Beleaguerced Ivory Tower. Jounal of Documeniation,
37; December 1981; 171-77.

BAKER (Leigh R). National Regional Bibliography in the Pacific : a
development appraisal. (N.d). Papua New Guinca University
of Technology; Papua New Guinea. 30 p.

BANDERA (S B). Can University library scerve the national library
rolc in developing countrics. Libri. 29; June 1979; 127-43.

Bangladesh Planning Commission, Annual Development Programme
1972-73. Government of Bangladesh; Dhaka.

Bangladesh Statistics in brief - 1982, 1983, Bangladesh Burcau of
Statistics; Dhaka,

BANNETT (Hazel). National Library development plan [or Jamaica.
In INGRAM (K E) and JEFFERSON (Albertina A), Ed.
Librarics and the challenge of change. 1975, Mansct: Jamaica,
p 208-15.

BARUA (Pulin). The libraries of the Mughai rulers. Herald of Library
Scienges, 14; October 1972 - March 1973; 89-95.

BEAUDIQUEZ (Marcelle). Bibliographical scrvices throughout world,
1970-74. 1977. Uncsco, Paris.

BERRY (P L). National librarics in general and in the United States, In
INGRAM (K E) und JEFFERSON (Albertina A), Ed.
Libraries and the Challenge of Change. 1975, Manscll;
Jamaica. p 34-46.

BHATTACHARIEE (K K). Modemn trends in Fbrarianship in India.
1979, The Workd Press; Caleutta. 203 p.

BJERREGARD (Estrid). Legal deposit. . . purpose and scope. Libri,
23, 1973; 33146,

BLALOCK (H M) and BLALOCK {A B), Ed. Mcthodology in Social
Sciences. 1968, M¢ Graw Hill; New York.

BLOOMFIELD (B C). British Library, 1973-80. Journal of
Documentation. 37, 3; Scpiember 1981 1607-24.

BORNE (R). Navional librarics. In. TAYLOR (L J). Ed. British
librarianship and information work, 1976-80. V 1. 1982,
Library Associaion: London. p 48-67.




152 Nauionat Library of Bangladesh

BOURGEOQIS (Pierre). Foreward. In National librarics: their problems
and prospects. 1960, Unesco; Paris. p 5-8.

BRAULT (Jean Remi). La Bibliothcque Nationale de lavenir. (The
National library of the future}. Documentation cl.
Bibliotheques. 27: March 1981. 11-17.

British Library. Sccond annual report. 1974-75. 1975, British Library
Board; London. p 14-16,

BRY AN (Harrison). Why a national library? Australian Academic and
Research Librarics. 13; March 1982 15-28.

BURKETT (Jack). Library and Information networks in the United
Kingdom. 1979. ASLIB; London. 261 p.

BURSTON (Godfrey). National libraries : an analysis. Inicmational
Library Review, 5: April 1973; 183-94.

BUSHA (Charles H) and HARTER (Stephen P). Rescarch methods in
librarianship : technique and interpretation, 1980. Academic
Press; New York.

CAMBELL (William Giles). Form and style in thesis writing, 1967.
Honghton Mifflin; Boston.

CARTER (Charles F) Reports ol the National Librarics Commiuce :
national and ¢conomic aspects. Journal of Documentation. 25,
4; December 1969; 283-87.

CHANDLER (George). Intemational and national library and
information services : a review of some recent developments,
1970-80), 1982, Porgamon Press; Oxford. 275 p.

. Imicrnational aspects of national libraries. nernational
Library Review. 7; April 1975; F15-17.

. Librarics in the East : an intemational co-operative study.
1971. Seminar Press; London. 214 p.
__ . Librarics of the modern world. 1965, Pergamon Press;
London.

.The rolc of the national library in developing countrics. In
COREA (ISHVARI), Ed. Librarics and pcople. 1975,
Colombo Public Library ; Celombo. p 84-86.

CHAKRABORTI (M L). Bibliography in theory and practice. 1971,
World Press; Caleutia. 45 p.



Natonal Library of Bangladesh 153

CHATTERIJEE (Amitabha). National librarics : their scope, structure
and functions. Indian Librarian. 20; March 1966; 173-77.

CHAUDHURY (Sibdas). National library for developing countrics,
with special reference (o India. In BHATTECHARIJEE (K K),
Ed. Modcrmn trends in librarianship in India. 1979, The World
Press; Calcutta, p 83-103.

CHOPRA (Hans Raj). Automation in librarics in West Europcan
countries and its implementation in developing countrics.
Intemational Library Movement. 4, 2; 1982 33-40.

. Special librarics in West European Countrics and adoption
ol their tecchnigues in a developing country like India. |JFLA
Journal. 8, 2; 1982; 187-91.

COLE (John Y), Ed, Thc Library of Congress in Perspective. 1978,

R.R. Bowker; New York. 281 p.

COLLISON (R L). Bibliographical scrvices throughout the world :
fifth annual report, 1956, 1958. Unesco; Paris. 198 p.

. Bibliographical scrvices throughout the world, 1950-59.
1961. Unesco; Paris. 228 p.

Commonwcalth Univcrsiliés Ycar book. 1984. Association of
Commonwcalth Universitics; London.

CURRIC (Clifford). Prospects in libradanship : a guide carrics in
modem librarianship. 1963. 2nd cd. Philosophical Library:
New York. 123 p.

DANI (A H). Dacca : a record of its changing fortuncs. 1962, 2nd ¢d.
Safia S. Dani; Dhaka. 276 p.

DAS GUPTA (Kalpana). New role of libraries in a developing society
with particular reference to India. JELA Bulletin, 16; January-
Junc 1980; 37-42. _

DAS GUPTA (R K). India. In ALA World Encyclopacdia ol Library
and Information Scrvices. 1980. Amcrican Library
Association; Chicago. p 246-77.

DAS GUPTA (R X). A note on the resource sharing in India.
Intcmational Library Review. 12; 1980; 291-94,

. Library system in India. Indian Journal of Library Seicnce.
2 January-December 1977 3-5.




154 National Library of Bangladesh

DATTA (E). Library in search of an identity (National Library at
~ Calcutta). Herald of Library Science, 18; January 1978; 269-
71.

DAVINSON (Ronald Edward). Bibliographic control, 1975. Binglcy:
London. 124 p,

DEVADASA (Rajammal P) and KULANDAIVEL (K). A hand book
of mcthedology of research. 1976. 2nd ed. Sri Ramkrishna
Mission Vidyalaya Teachers' College; Coimbatore, 47 p.

Deveioping libraries (Editoriah. The Bangladesh Times, Scpiember 3,
1975.

Devclopment of National Library and Informalion Scrvices : Papers
given at the first Library Association Interational workshop.,
London, 1931, cd. by Edward Dudly. 1983, The Association:
London. 202 p.

Development Scheme of the National Library ol Bangladesh : Sccond
Five Year Plan (1980-85). 1979. Government of Bangladesh,
Minisiry of Sponis and Culure; Dhaka, (For restricied use
only). )

Dircctors of National Librarics : Summary Report of the 4th Mecling,
Brussls, Scpiember 7-9, 1977, IFLA. No. 1; January 4, 1978:
55-56.

d' OLIER (J H) and DELMAS (B). Planning national inftastructures
for documentation, librarics and archives. 1975, Unesco;
Pans. 328 p. .

DOLLARD (P). My child, the librarian: a report on the National
Librarians Association, Wilson Library Bultetin. 53; May
1979; 636-38.

DONNELLY (F Dolores). The National Library of Canada, 1973,
Canadian Library Association; Ottawa.

DUCHESNE (Roderick M). The rele of nalional librarics in national
and intemational information system. .. Unesco Bulletin (or
Librarics. 31; January-February 1977; 7-25.

ESDAILE {Arundell). National libraries of the world : their history,
administration and public services, rev, by F.J. Hill, 1957,
2nd ed. The Library Association: London.




National Library of Bangladesh 155

ESDAILE (Arundcll). Swdents manual of bibliography. 1958. Allen
. and Unwin; London. 392 p. _

" Expert Meeting on National Planning of Documentation and Library
services in Africa, Kampala, Uganda, 7-15 December, 1970.
Final Report. 1971. Unesco; Paris.

FILSON (S P L). The National Central Library : an ¢xperiment in
library co-operation. 1979. The Libtary Association; London.
300 p.

FLOOD (M Memill). The systems approach 10 library planning. Library
Quarierly. 34; Oclober 1964; 326-28.

FRANCIS (F C). The contribution of the national library to the modem
outlook in library scrvices. ASLIB Proceedings, 10: 1958;
267-75.

FRANCIS (F C). The national library as the basis of national library.
Joumal of Documentation, 21; 1965; 244-47.

. The organization of national librarics. In National libraries:
their problems and prospects. 1960. Uncsco; Paris. p 21 - 26.
GANG (Ding Zhi). Towards a wider library resourccs sharing.
_ Inicmational Library Review, 12; January 1980; 3-6.

GARRISON (G), Ed. Research methods in librarianship. Library
Trends. 13. Suly 1964, ’

GIDWANI (N N), Ed. Comparative librarianship. 1973. Vikas
Publishing Housc; Delhi. 245 p.

GOOD (C V) and SCATES (D E). Mcthods of rescarch. 1954,
Applelon; New York.

GOODRUM (Charles A). National librarics. ln ALA World
Encyclo.-edia of Library and Information Scrvices. 1980.
Amcrica- Library Association; Chicago. p 391-402.

GOVI (K M). The gencsis and growth of India's National
Bibliography. Libn. 27, 2; 1977, 165-74.

Great Britain. National Libraries Commitce. Report of the National
Library Commitice. 1969. HM.S.0; London. 158 p.

Great Britain. University Grants Committee Report of the Commiltce
on Librarics. 1967. HM.S.0: London. 81 p.



Natiomal Library of Bangladesh 157

HUMPHREYS (K. W) . National library functions. Ungsco Bulletin

[or Librapies, 20k July-Aungust 1966, 158-69.

_ The role of the national fibrary: a preliminary stalement

Libri; 14; 1964; 356-68.

HUSSAIN (Ahmad). National librarics. The Easicm Librarian, 4,1,
1969; 35-41.

HUTCHINES (F G B). Librarianship: a shornt manual with special
reference 10 developing countries. 1969, Oxford University
Press; Kualalumpar. 135 p. :

INGRAM (K E), Ed. Librarics and the Challenge of change. 1975,
Manscll; Jamaica. 266 p.

Intergovernmental Conference on the Planning of National
Documentation, Library and Archives Inlrastructures, Pans,
23-27, Scptember, 1974. Uncsco Bulletin for Libraries. 29;
January-February 1975; 2-15.

International Association of National Libraries (Proposcd).
Intemational Library Review, 7; July 1975; 381-414.

International Confcrence of Directors of National Libraries on Resource
Sharing in Asia and Occania, Canberra, 1979: Resolulions.
Intemational Library Revicw. 43-47.

International Librarianship: Surveys of Recent Developments in
Developing Countrics and in Advanced Libraianship submitted
1o the 1971 IFLA Pre-session Seminar for Developing
Countries, sponsorcd by UNESCO.

IRWIN (Raymond). The English Library: source and history. 1966.
Allen and Unwin; London. 312 p.

ISLAM (N). Development planning in Bangladesh : a study in political
cconomy. 1973. Mowla Bros., Dhaka.

. Development planning in Bangladesh. 1977, Government
of Bangladesh, Planning Commission; Dhaka.
ISTASI (Cecile Wesley). Planning guide lines for a National Scientific
and Technical Information System in Sudan. University of
Pitisburg. Ph.D. 1970. (Unpublished).

JACKSON (William V). A Nationai Plan for library devclopment with
special reference o Latin Americe. In INGRAM (K E) and



158 National Library of Bangladesh

JEFFERSON (Albertina A}, Ed. Libraries and the Challenge of
change. 1975. Manscll; Jamaica. p 198-207.

JAIN (V K). National Library of India. mn GUPTA (B M) and othcers,
Ed. Handbook of libraries, archives and information centres
VI. 1984-85. Information Industry Publications; New Delhi. p
3.23. y

JEFFERSON (G). Library co-opcration. 1968. Rev. c¢d. Andre
Deutsch; London. 172 p.

JOHNSON (Elmer D) and HARRIS (Michael H). History of libraries
in the western world. 1976. 3rd ed. The Scarecrow Press;
Metuchen, N.J.

KAIJBERG (Leil). Librarics and librarianship in Denmark. |[FLA
Jouranl. 5; 1979; 78-90,

KALAIDZIEVA (N). Tasks and duties of the modern nauonal library
in building up stocks of foreign literature and documentation
for the country’s library systcm. In BARR (Keith) and LINE
(Maurice), Ed. Essays on information and libraries. 1975.
Clive Bingley; London. p §9-103.

KALIA (D R). Librarics in Founh Five Year Plan. Indian Library
Association Bulletin. January-March 1965. 1-4.

KALTWASSER (F G). Universal Bibliographical Control (U B C).
Unesco Bullgtin for Librarics. 25; Septemtber - Oclober 1971,
252-59.

KARIM (K M). National library and resource sharing. The Bangladesh
Obscrver. February 2, 1980,

KASER (David) and others. Library development in cight Asian
countries, 1939, The Scarccrow: Mcetuchen. 243 p.

KAULA (P N). The National Library of India: a critical study. 1970.
Somaiya Publications; Bombay. 175 p.

KAULA {P N). National Library of India : functions and activities.
Herald of Library Science. 20); July-Ociober 1981; 190-99.

KESAVAN (B S). The concept of th: national fibrary as a nct work
institution and as a national documentation base. Tungless
Feltowship. 120 1978-79: [-15.




National Library of Bangladesh 159

KESAVAN (B S). The Indian National Library, Library World, 63,
74, 1962; 216-21. .

. India’s National Library. 1961. National Library; Calcunta.
300 p.

KESHANI (ZS). National Library of Iran. Pahtavi University. M.L.
Sc. 1977, (Unpublished).

KHAN (A M M A) and KARIM (K M). Bibliographical scrvices in
Bangladesh in 1973, Bibliography, Documentation,
Tcminology. 15; March 1973; §1-82,

KHAN (Azizur Rahman). The cconomy of Bangladesh. 1972,
Macmitlan; Londoen. 196 p.

KHURSHID (Anis). Librarics and librarianship in Pakistan. Libr. 21,
4; 1971; 301-27.

. Standards for library cducation in Burma, Ceylon, India
and Pakistan, University of Piusburg. Ph.D. 1969.
{Unpublished).

KISHIDA (Minoru). The role of National Dict Library in sharing
national library resources. Intgmational Library Revicw. 12;
January 1980; 7-§.

KNIGHT (Doughlas M) and NOURSE (E Shipicy), Ed. Libraries at
large. 1969, RR. Bowker: New York.,

KOOPS (W R H). A Centre for statistical data on national librarics.
Libri, 22, 2; 1972: 153-54.

KRISHAN KUMAR. Rescarch libraries in developing counirics.
1973. Vikas Publishing Housc. Delhi. 464 p.

KURIAN (George Thomas). Encyclopedia of the Third World. 1978,
- Facts on File; New York.

LANDAU (Thomas). Encyclopedia of Librarianship. 1958. Bowes
and Bowes; London. 884 p.

LIEBAERS (Herman). The need of national librarics as regards
professional training. In National tibraries: their problems and
prospects. 1960, Unesco; Paris. 27-33,

LINE (M B). The developing national library network in Great Britain,
' Library Resources and Technical Serviges, 16: Winter 1972:
61-73.




160 National Library of Bangladesh

LINE (MB). The role of national librancs: a reassessment. Libri. 30;
March 1980; 1-16.

LINE (MB). Universal Availability of Publications. Unesco Bullelin
for Libraries, 31; May-Junc 1977; 142-51.

LINE (Maurice B) and LINE (Joyce), Ed. National librarics. (Ashb
Serics. 1), 1979, Aslib; London.

LIVINGSTON (Lawrence G). National bibliographic control: a
challenge. Library of Congress Information Bulletin. 33; Junc
1974 A 109,

LOCKE (W N). Do we nced a national library 7 American Libranan.
27; Seplember 1973; 262-64.

LORENZ (John G). National library scrvices, In HARVEY (John F)
Ed. Comparative and intcmational library science. 1977, The
Scarecrow Press; Metuchen, N.J. p 68-90.

Main conciusions and recommendations. In National libraries : their
problems and prospects. 1960, Unesco; Panis. p 112-13,

MANGIA (P B). The concept of a national library. Joumnal of Library
and Information Science, 3; Junc 1978; 1-15.

MARCUS (Russell). Laos and library development. College and
Research Libraries. 28; November 1967; 398-402.

MEARNS (David C). Current trends in national librarics. 4; July 1955,
96-105.

Meeting of Experts on the Nalional'Planning of Library Scrvices in
Asta. Colombo. Cylon, 11-19 December. 1967, Final Report.
1968. Uncsco: Pans.

Mceting of Experts on the National Planning of Library Services in
Latin Amecrica, Quito, 7-14 February, 1966. Report. Unesco
Bullctin for Librarics. 20; November-December 1966; 278-95.

MIRDAH (Abdur Rahman). Library movement in East Pakistan with
special reference 10 East Pokistan Library Association 1947-
69. The Eastern Libragian, 4, 1; 1969; 11-19.

MUHITH (A M A). Bangludesh; cmergence of a nation. 1973,
Bangladesh Books Intcmational; Dhaka.

NAGRAJ (M N). The National Library of India. In AGARWAL (S
N). KHAN (R R) und SATYANARAYANA (N R), Ed. .



National Library of Bangladesh 161

Perspective in library and information science. V 1. 1982. p
76-83.

NAGRAJ (M N) and GOSH (A K). National Library of India: a
pictorial history. 1978. National Library; Calcuita.

National Commission on Libraries and Information scicnce. Towards a
national program for library and information scrvices : goals
for action. 1975. N.C.L 1.S; Washington, D.C. 38 p.

The National Dict Library Organisations, functions and activities.
1982. N.A.D.L; Tokyo.

National libraries : extracts from the procceding of the University and
Research Scciion Conference beld at Bangor, April 1963. The
Library Association; London.

National Libraries : their probiems and prospects. Symposium on
National Librarics in Europe, Vienna, 6-12 Sepicmbcr 1958.
1960. Unesco; Paris.

National Library, Calcutia: annual report for the year 1982-83, 1983,
National Library; Calcuua.

National Library of Australia: 23rd annual rcport 1982-83. 1983.
' National Library of Australia; Canberra.

National Library of Canada: report annual 1982-83. 1983. office of the
National Librarian; Otawa.

National Library of Singapore: annual report 1973, 1974, Singapore
National Printers; Singapore.

National planning of documcntation and library scrvices in Arab

countrics. Uncsco Bulletin for Librarics. 28 July Aucuxl
1974; 182-87. '

National Seminar on Library Devclopment in Pakistan : resume and
recommendations. 1975. Pakistan Socicly lor the Promotion
and Improvement of Libraries; Karachi. 38 p.

NORTIER (M). Inter library loans : some problems and possibic
solutions. Unesco Bulletin for Libraries, 28; March-April
1974, 67-72.

OMAR (Badruddin).- Politics and socicity in East Pakistan and
Bangladesh. 1973, Mowla Bros; Dhaka.

19~



162 National Library of Bangladesh

PANOFSKY (Hans E). National librarics and bibliographics in Africa.
In JAKSON (Miles M), Ir Ed. Comparative and intemational
librarianship. 1970. Greenwood Publishing, Wesport,
connecticut. p 229-55. :

PANWAR (B S). Story ol a national library. Herald of Library
Science. 11, 4: 1971; 368-75.

PARKER (J 8). Bangladesh public library survey: final report, V L
1979. Library Development Consultants; London.

. Imtemational librarianship : a reconnaissance. Journal of
Libraganship. 6; 1974; 227,

. Organizational structure and legislation for public library

service in Bangladesh @ memorandum. 1981, Library

Development Consultants; London.

PENNA (C V). The planning of library and documentation services,
rev, and cnl. by S.H. Sewell and Herman Licbaers. 1970, 2nd
¢d. Uncsco; Paris. 157 p.

PENNA (C V). FOSKET (D J) and SEWELL (P H). Ed. National
library and information Scrvices. 1977. Buuicrworths; London,
231 p.

Proceedings of the 4th Annual Conlerence of Pakistan Library
Association, December 26-29, 1961, Lahore, ¢d. by Anis
Khurshid. 1962, Pakistan Library Association; Karachi.

Public librarics for Asia : Delhi Seminar. 1956, Uncesco: Paris.

Public library development plan [or [ousth plun period. Library Scicnee
wilh a stant 10 Documeniation. 1, 4 1964 281-308.

QUAISON (5). Some pointers on resource sharing in Asia and
Oceania: the Philippines. Intemationa) Library Review, 12:
April 1980; 151-54.

RANGANATHAN (S.R). The five taws of the hbrary scicnce. 1963,
Asia Publishing Housc; Bombay, 449 p.

RANGANATHAN (SR}, Library administration. 1960, Asia
Publishing Housc. Bombay. 674 p.

- Library development plan : thiny year programme for India

with dralt tibrary bitls Jor the Union and the constitsent stales.
nad. University o Delhi: Dethi. 462 p.




Nationa) Library of Bangladesh 163

. Library developmcemt plan : with a draft library till for the
province of Bombay. 1947. Aundh Publishing Trust; Aundh.
128 p.

. Modect Union librarics act. In RANGANATHAN (S R)
and NEELAMEGHAN (H), Ed. Public Library sysiem. 1972,
D.R.T.C; Bangalore. p 230-40.

. Oraanization of librarics. 1963, 3rd ed. Ox!ord Universily
Press; London.

. System of national ceniral librarics, Herald of Library
Scrcncc 25 July 1972; 247-249.

Regional Seminar on the development of Naional libraries in Asia and
Pacific Arca, Manila, Philippincs. 3-15 February, 1964,
Unesco Bulleun for Librarigs, 18; July-August 1964: 149-59.

Report for the year 1982-83. University Grants Commission of
Bangladesh; Dhaka. 136 p.

Reports of the National Librarics Committee Presented 1o Parliament by

“the Secretary of State for Education and Science by Command
of Her Majesty, Junc 1969. H.M.S.0; London.

RICHNELL (D T). First thought on Dainton: a review of National

Librarics Committce. Journal of Documcentation. 25;
Scplember 1969, 185-96.

. The national library problem,
70; Junc 1969: 148-53 p.

ROBINSON (JOYCE L). National plunning for librarics in developing
countnics: the Jamaican situation. In VOSPER (Roberty and
NEWKIRK (Lconc I), Ed Nationat and Intemational Library
Planning: kcy papers prescited at the 40th seszoomof the IFLA
General Council, Washingion D.C., 1977 1976, Verlag
Dokumentation; Munchen. p 69-77.

ROINIC (MATKO). University Libraries in a double lunction . . |
Libri. 16; 1966: 140-47,

The role ol national librarics in national and inernational infonmation
systems ;2 policy staiement approved by Dircetors of National
Librarics Meceting'in Lausanne, 20-21 August, 1976, Unesco

Bullewin lor Librasigs, 31: January-Februarny 1977:7-25.

Associntion Record.




164 : Natignal Library of Bangladesh

RONNIE (M). Intemational resource sharing : a New Zealand view.
Inlernational Library Review. 12; October 198(); 359-61.

RUPEL (M). Bibliographical activities on national libraries. [n National
libraries : their problems and prospects. 196{0). Unesco; Paris.
p 49-55. .

SAUNDERS (W L), Ed. British Librarianship today. 1976. Library
Association; London. 378 p.

Seminar on the role of the National Library of India, organised by the
National Library Employces Association, Calcutla, 23rd
November 1978, 1978. N.L.E.A., Calcuua.

SENGUPTA (B). Bibliographical organization and control of rcport
literature (technical and scientific reports). In
BHATTHCHARJEE (K K), Ed. Modern trends in
librarianship. 1979. The World Press; Calcutta. p 159-64.

SHAFA (Shojacddin). Pahlavi National Library of Iran - its planning,
aims and future : summary report. 1979. Pahlavi Library;
Tchran. _ .

SHAMSUL ALAM (A K M). Libraries and library problems. Ungsco
Bulletin for Libraries, 27; Sepiember-October 1973, 262-64.

SHARMA (R N), Ed, Indian Librarianship: Pcrspectives and
Prospects. 1981, Kalyani Publishers: New Delhi.

SHERA (Jesse H). Documentation and the organization of knowledge.
1966. Lockwood; London. 185 p.

SIDDIQ KHAN (M). The library situation in Bangladesh: Yesterday
and Tomorrow. The Eastem Librarian. 7; January 1973. 9-19.

SIDDIQ (Muhammad). National Library in Bangladesh. The
Bangladesh Observer February 28, 1976.

SIDDIQUE (Abu Bakr), Librarics and librarianship in Bangladesh. The
Eastem Librarian. 6; March-June 1972; 41-57.

SIMSOVA (S). Sovict Library planning. Library World, LXVL;
January 1965; 171-75.

SOOSALI (I S). Universal Availability of Publications : a Third World
Perspective. IFLA Journal. 4; 1978; 146-49.

Statistical pocket book ol Bangladesh 1983, 1984, Bangladesh Burcau
of Suatistics; Dhaka.



Nattonal Library of Bangladesh 165

Siatistical profile of education in Bangladesh, 1979, Bangladesh
Bureau of Educational lnformation and Statistics; Dhaka.

Statistical Ycar Book 1982. 1983. Bangladesh Burcau of Statistics;
Dhaka.

STEELE (Colin). Major librarics of the world : a sclective guide, 1976.
Bowker; New York. 479 p.

STEWART (R A). The develepment of national library functions in the
British Museurn Library and the Library of Congress. 1978,
Chicago University. 149 p.

SUBODH (K M). Devclopment of librarics and library scicnce in
India. 1969. The World Press; Calcutia.

SWINDLEY (LR). Cataloguing in publications : an international
survey, 1975, Unesco; Paris.

SYLVESTRE (G). The devcloping national library nciwork of Canada.

Library Resources and Technical Services. 16; Winter 1972;
- 48-49.

THOMSON (Anthony). Some trends in national library buildings.
Libri, 24, 1974; 69-77.

THOMSON (E H). ALA Glossary of library tcrms, 1943, American
Library Association; Chicago. 159 p.

THOMSON (J W). Ancient librarics. 1962, Archon Books; London.
120 p.

TYULINA (N). National Librarics. In Encyclopedia of Library and
Information Science. V 19. 1976. Marccl Dekker; New York.
p94-112.

. O tipologicheskom razvitii nagsional noi biblioteki. (On the
typological cvolution of the national library). Bibliowckovedenii
Lbibliografiyaza subezhom. 79; 1980; 3-19.

UNESCQ. Bibliography, Documengation, Terminglogy. XVII: May-
June 1977; 149,

UNESCO. Bibliography, Documentation. Teminology. xviii; July-
August 1978; 194,

UNESCO Intergovemmental Conlerence on the Planning of National
Documentation, Library and Archive inlrastructure. Final
Repont. 1975. Unesco; Paris.

UNESCO Statistical year book, 1985-84. 1984. Uncsco: Paris,

U.S. Advisory Group on National Bibliographic control. Working
practices of the Advisory Group on National Bibliographic




166 National Library of Bangladesh

Control. Library of Congress Information Bulletin, 34,
September 1975; A 219,

U.S Library of Congress, The Library of Congress as the National
Bibliographic Centre. Library of gzongm;g» lnfgrmang
Buiictin, 34; June 1975; 265-67.

VATSYAYAN. Mcthods and technigues of social survey and rescarch.
198(). Kedar Nath Ram Nath; Mcerut. 214 p.

VOSPER (Robert). National and intemational library planning. In
VOSPER (Robert) and NEWKIRK (LIONEL 1) Ed. National
Intcrnational Library Planning : Key papers presented at the
40th session of the IFLA General Council, Washington, D.C,
1974. 1976. Verlag Dokumentation; Munchen. p 9-14.

WAKINS (T D). The National library of India should be Dclhi. Indian
Libraran. 24; Scptember 1969, 78-79.

WARNASURIYA (W M A). Ceylon National Library Services Board:
Act No. 17 of 1970. Library Herald. 13; July-Scptember 1971
144)-44.

WARREN (Stafford). A proposcd national scicnce library system. [n

Library planning for automation. 1965. Sparian Book Inc;
Washington. p 3-33.

WHITE (C M). Acceleration of library development in developing
Countrics. In Advances in librarianship. V 1. 1970. p 241 -
WIJASURIYA ( D E K). The Barcfoot Libraian : library development
in South-cast Asia with special reference Lo Malaysia. 1975.
Clive Bingley; London. 99 p.
WILLIAMS S (R V). National Library Association : a 1972 view
(Editorial). Joumal of Library Hisiory. 7; October 19725 291-
92,
WITHERS (F N). Standards for library services: an international
survey. 1974, Unesco; Paris, 421 p.
World of Lcaming, 1983-84. 1984. Europa Publications; London.
WORMANN (C D). Co-operation of national librarics with other
librarics in the same country and in other countrics, Unesco
Bullctin for Librarics. 28: July-August 1964; 165-83.
. National librarics in our time : the Unesco Symposium on
National Libraries in Europe. Libri. 9. 4: 1959; 273-307.




APPENDIX A

QUESTIONNAIRE I - WITH
COVERING LETTER |
‘ February 6, 1984

Dcar Sir,

Fam a student of Doctoral Degree from Bangladesh pursuing my
studies at the Department of Library and Inlormation Scicnee.
University of Kerala, Trivandrum. 1 am preparing my Doclora)
disscrtation on "National Library of Bangladesh: Retrospect and
Prospect,” under the supervision of Prof. K.A. Isaac, Head of the
Department of Library and Information Scicnce, University of Kerala,

In this disscnation } shall seck o identify the objectives, services
and the functions of the National Library in Bangladesh and (o ¢stablish
a model plan of the organizatuonal structure lor this national fibrary. |
am using Bangladesh as an example of a devcloping country.

AL presemt, the National Library of Bangladesh is in a stawe of
disarray and confusion. The Direclorate of ‘Archives ard Librarics is
tcmporarily performing the functions of the National Library. This
library au present is housed on rental premises and is functioning with
inadeqguate space and with inadequate staff. Foundation has been laid at
Sher-c-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka, for (he permanent housing of the
Bangladesh National Library. Although the construction of this
burlding is in progress, it is still uncertain as 10 when the national
livrary will be shilted there and will start functioning with adequate
sp-ce and adequate stadl.

In addition to the above problems, there is a scrious lack of co-
opcration among the librarics ol the country. Furthermore, the Library
service in Bangladesh in general, is besct with innumcrable problems
such as lack of recognition, the absenee of accurate naional library
planning, the absence of library legislation and inadequate library
service. These problems, however, are not cxclusive 10 Bangiadesh.
bul appear 10 be common among the libraries of the developing
COUNLNCS,
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In preparing this dissertation, 1 would like to scek your valuable
assistance, It would be of utmost help if you could kindly provide me
with any published material regarding the national library. These
malerials will go along way in helping me (o prepare my disscrtation.

I am enclosing herewith a copy of the model plan along with the
objectives, functions and standard scrvices of the Bangladesh National
Library as well as questionnaires for your valuable comments and
observation. This information is required very urgently and thercfore |
would appreciate it greatly if it is scnt early (o the address of the
undersigned.

Looking forward 10 your kind co-operation and thanking you.

Yours sincerely,

Sd/-

(Nurun Nahar)

Rescarch Scholar

Dept. of Library & Information Scicnce.
University of Kerala , Trivandrum.

Dear Sir,

On February 6, 1984, I sent you a questionnaire on a proposcd
organizational structure of a national library for Bangladesh in
connection with my Ph.D. disscnation titled 'National Library of
Bangladesh: Retrospect and Prospect’.

I have not reccived any response (rom you, as of this date. [ know
you are busy, but the information sought from you will be of great help
to me in my work I request you 1o kind cnough (o spare a little time for
me from your busy scheduled and send a reply (0 my questionnaire as
carly as possible.

Scliciting your kind coopceration.

Yours sincerely,

Sd/-

(Nurun Nahar)

Rescarch Scholar

Dept. of Library & Information
Trivandrum “Scicnee
18-4-1984 University of Kerala

P.S. Pleasc ignore this letter if you have already send your response,
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QUESTIONNAIRE 1
Model plan of the Organizational structure showing major -
function for the proposed National Library of Bangladesh

The National Library should be the apex of the entire library
system and information centres. In other words, the Natienal Library
should play the role of lcadership in the overall library system and
information nctworks in Bangladesh.

Stmcture

The National Library of Bangladesh should be based on a Unitary
system in consonance with the present Government Policy of
amalgamating different units of similar naturc in one unit 1o minimisc
overhcad cost, provision being kept for co-ordinating the library
resoruces of the whole country through Union Calalogue and inter
library loan facilities.

rganization :

A National Commission for Library and Information Scienee to be
responsible for the development of hibrary scrvices will be sct up
through Icgislation. The National Library will function under the over
all supervision of this commission.

The National Library will be headed by an Officer designated as
National Librarian or Dircclor.

. There will be an Advisory Body constituted of schotars,
Librarians, Govt. Officers and others 10 advise the National Library on
mauers related to policics and functions. The Chairman of the National
Commission will be the Chairman of the Advisory Body and the

“National Librarian (Dircclon) will be its Member Scerctary.

The National Library will have the following divisions which are
indicative of its lunctions:

1. Bibliographic Division
Colleetion Development Division or Acquisition Division
Processing Division
Scrvices Division
Rescarch and Planning Division
. Administrative Division

Each of the first five Divisions will be headed by a Deputy
Librarian with an Assistant Librarian in charge of cach of the scetions
falling undcr a Division as indicated in the chart enciosed. The
Administrative Division will be headed by an Administrative Officer
who will be on a par with a Deputy Librarian in pay scale and statux.

s W
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Dear Sir

National Library of Bangladesh

QUESTIONNAIRE AND INTERVIEW

Kindly peruse the objectives staied in the model plan for the
National Library of Bangladesh.

a) Is it adequale Yes - No

b) Is it exressed clearly Ycs No

if not kindly lct us have the possible points for claboration in
a scparate sheet.

Kindly perusc the stalement under the heading ‘Structure’

and state if you arc in agrecement with it. If not kindly
suggest modifications that you consider appropriate.

Kindly peruse the brief description given of the

organizational structure of the National Library and its

activities and services as indicated in the chart.

i) Do you agree with the suggested organizational
structure,

iiy If not please give your suggestions for the
organizational structure.

ii) Give your views regarding the activities and services
sugucsted.

iv) If additional activities and services arc required kindly
indicate them.

Any other points relating to the proposed National Library

not covered by the questions above that you consider worth

mcnloning.

Questionnaire - 11 With Covering Letter
October 10, 1983

It is a wel aceepled lact that the Nationa! Library of a country isa
prestigious institution that receives the flow of information and the
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intcllectual productions from both within and outside the country. 1t is
the duty of the National Library 10 conscrve, organize and make
available the national literature 10 its own nation on a priority basis, and
subscquently to other nations.

To arrive at the salient feartures of a National Library and a model
plan showing the structure, major functfons and scrvices is the focus of
my Ph. D. dissertation on which I am currenily working at the
Department of Library and Infermation Science, University of Kerala,
Trivandrum under the direction of Professor and Head, KL A, Isaac.

I would appreciate your contributing o this study by completing
and rcturning the enclosed questionnaire as soon as possible. Your
answer will be a valuable contribution to my swdy.

Thank you deceply for.your kind co-opcration.
Yours sincerely

(Nurun Nahar)

Bibliography Officer,

3/H, Sobhanbag Govt. Estate,
Dhaka-7.
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Questionnaire 1

Your Opinion for Developing the National
Library of Bangladesh

1. Personalia
il  Name
12 Octupation
13 Address wilh
designation
1. The National Library should do Lthe lollowing;

" Please put (Tick mark) in the apprepriate blocks

1 Collect all the documents published o Bangladesh

T Colleet all the documenis published clsewhere bul has
relevance W Bangiadesh

T Preserve all the older documents connecled with culture and
life of Bangladesh.

T Provide Hostel and other amenitics for the scholars of
Bangladesh and foreign countries to consult and read
literature. )

1 Provide comtonable reading room facilities to users within
the tibrary

3 Provide document reproduction (Reprography) at a nominal
COSLL

T Provide for Mailing of non-rare documents under salcty 10
uscrs {through other libraries)

I Maintain a National Union Catalogue of books Reports,
peniodicats & other kindred documents

3 Publish a Natonad Bibliography of Documents on & monthly
baasis
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2. The National Library of Bangladesh should adequalcly bc'
funded ;

7 through a national legislation
7V through a Govemiment Order for regular grant

3. The National Library of Bangladesh should be developed into
alarge institution like Dhaka Unjversity in finance as well as working
Latest by :

1985 A.D )
1990 A.D
1995 A.D

2000 A.D

N N e |

4. There should be a Nauonal Library Policy formulated 10 guide
the functioning of the National Library & other librarics.
Policy is 10 be formulated by :
T The Padiament
T The Government
T An autonomous Bangladesh National Library Authuorily
{(BNLA)

5. Any other opinion (in brief 1000 words)

QUESTIONNAIRE - I1;FOR THE PERSONAL INTERVIEW
FUNCTIONS OF THE NATIONAL
LIBRARY

Kindly put the No. 1,2,3 ¢ic. according (o the prioity:

Functions Rank
I. Acting as the icgal deposit library sl
2. Acting as the Central collection of Bangladeshi literature 7
3. Collecting forcign literawre L

¥ about Bangladesh

* by Bangladeshi authors living abroad

* Onspecial particular subject according io
the needs of the country.,
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A

e %

Il
12.
13.
14.

15.

16.
17.

18.
19.

20.
21

National Library of Bangladesh

Acling as a National Bibliographic Ccnire
Producing the National Bibliography
Producing the National Union Catalogue
Participating in the ptanning of libsary setvices
in the country

Providing leadcrship 1o the country's libraries
Providing scrvices for the sclect Bibliography
Acting as a centre for exchange of publications,
nationwide and imemationatly

Planning and co-ordinating interlibrary lending
Providing services 10 the Govemment
Providing profcssional training

Providing indexing scrvices to the anticles

in the naiton’s periodicals and newspapers
Formulating intemational standards for information
handling

Conducting rescarch on library wechnique
Providing books for the blind and persons
othcrwise handicapped

Colleciing, preserving andOrganizing

the country's manuscriplts

Provide transiation services

Provide Reprograph and Memcograph scrvices
Providing access to the National library's
catalogue for other librarics and information agencics

200 000

a3

Q iagg

i3 QO3

B

2



APPENDIX B

COUNTRIES, NAMES, TITLES, AND ADDRESSES
TO WHOM THE QUESTIONAIRE 1
WAS SENT

1. ALGERIA
Mr. Mahmoud Bouayed,
Director de 1.a Bibliotheque
National d' Algeria
Bibliothcque National
1 Ave Franwiz Fanon, Algiers.

2. AUSTRALIA
Dr. Harrison Bryan,
Director General '
National Library of Australia,
Parke Place, Canberra, ACT 2600 Australia

3. AUSTRIA _
Dr. Welfgang Duchkowitsch,
National Librarian
Cesterreichsche National bibliothek
Josefsplatz 1, A-1015 Wien, Austria.

4. BHUTAN
Mr. Lopen Pemala
Dircclor,
National Library of Bhutan, Bhutan.

5. BRAZIL
Yera Maria Furstenau.
Librarian Head, S1B (Secao de Informacoes Bibliographicas)
Bibliotcca National de Rio de Janeiro .
AV Rlo Branco, 219-31 ZC-21 Rio de Janciro GB Brazil.

6. CANADA
Dr. B. H. Anderson,

12—
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~ Chief, Library Documentation Cenire.
National Library of Canada, 395 Wellington Stre®,
Ottawa, Ontario KIA ON4, Canada,

7. CHINA
Mr. Tan Xiangjin,
Deputy Director. '
National Library of China, China.

8. FRANCE
Mme. Francoise Finelli, |
Conservateur an Cantre Bibliographique,
National Bibliotheque National,
58 Rev. Richelieu, F-75084,
Paris, Codex, O2, France.

9. GREECE
Mrs, Antigone Dourdoune,
Director National Library of Greece,
Panepisiemiou Strect,
Athens, Greece.

10. INDIA
Mr. M.N. Nagraj,
~ Deputy Librarian, Indian National Library,
Belvedere, Alipore, Calcutta- 700027.

11. Mr. Anandaram,
Librarian,
Central Reference Library, Calcutta.

12. Librarian,
National Library, Belvedere, Alipore,
Calcunta- 700027.

13. Padmasri B.S. Kesavan,
Ex. National Librarian
39 Anandlok, New Dclhi-110049,
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14. Mr. D.R. Kalia,
' Indian Institute of Technology.
Hanzkhas, New Delhi- 110027,

15. Prof. P. N. Kaula,
Depaniment of Library and Information Science,
Benaras Hindu University.
Varanasi-221005, India.

16. Prof. P.B. Mangla,
Profcssor,
Depanment of Library and [nformanon Science, University ol
Deihi, Delhi.

17. Mr. AAN. Raju,
~ Profl. and Head,
Depariment of Library & Information Science,
Osmania University, Hyderabad S00007.

18. Mr, Noorul Hasan Khan,
Reader and Head,
Dept. of Library and Information Science,
University of Kashmir, Srinagar, [ndia.

19. Dr, G. Bhattachariyya,
Professor and Head,
Documentation Rescarch Training Centre,
DRTC, 31 Church Street,
Bangalore, India,

20. Prof, P.K. Patil,
Profecssor and Head,
Dept, of Library and [nformation Science,
Universily of Mysore, Mysore, India.

21. Mr. Usmani, S.A.
Scnior Librarian,
National Botanical Rescarch Institule
Rara Pratap Marg, Lucknow 226001, Indi.
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23.

26.

27.

National Library of Bangladesh

Dr. A.K. Ohhedar,
2114, Co-operative Road, Bansdrani (P.O)
24 Paraganas 743501, India.

Mr. K.C. John,

University Librarian,

Kerala University Library.
University of Kerala, Trivandrum.

Mr. T.S. Rajagopalan,
Scicntist in charge, INSDOC
Hillside Road, Ncw Delhi 110012, India,

Mr. P.V. Varghese,
Statc Librarian,
Trivandrum Public Library, Trivandrum.

The Librarian,
Kerala Grandhasala Sanghom, Trivandrum-33.

Mr. S.P. Aggarwal,

Dircctor, i

Social Scicnce Documentation Centre.

ICSSR 35 Ferozsha Road, New Delhi-1 10001,

Mr. Girja Kumar,
Librarian, Jawaharial Nchiu University.
New Mchrauli Road, New Delhi- 110067

Inamdar, N.B.,
Librarian, Osmania University Library.
Hydcrabud-:’a()()()()?. India.

Mr. Mittal Rahan Lal,

Universily Libranan,

Himachal Pradesh University Library.
Summal Hill, Simla-171005.
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Al

32.

33.

34.

35,

37.

Mr. Razvi §. Mahammed Hussain,

Umiversity Librarian and Head,

Dept. of Library Science, Aligarh Muslim University.
A-6 Profcssor's Bunglow, M.C. Colony, Aligarh, India.

Naqvi Gulzar Ahmed,
Libranan, Indian Council for Cuitural Relations.
Azad Bhavan, New Delhi.

Thiru P.A, Moharajan,
Librarian,

Madras University Library.
Madras-600095,

Prof. P, Gangadhara Rao,
Professor of Library Science,

Dept. of Library & Information Scicnce,
University of Madras,

Madras-600005.

Mr. §. Parthasarathi,
Librarian, British Library, Y. M.C.A. Building,
Trivandrum,

IRELAND

Mr, Alf Maclochlainn,

Director, National Library of Irclund,
Kildare Street, Dublin, Republic of Ireland.

JAPAN

Mr. K. Okamura,

Dircclor,

Division for Interlibrary Scrvices,
National Dict Library,

10-1. 1-chom¢ Naaga-cho,
Chiyoda-KY Tokyo, Japan,
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238, JORDAN
Dr. Ahmed H. Sharkas,
Director General, Documentation and
National Archives, Amman-
Tabal Amman- Third Circle,
New Ins, Bldg, 44h Floor B.O.
Book 6070 Amman, Jordan,

39, KUWAIT
Mr. Suliman Kalender,
Director of Libranes,
Kuwait University, Kuwail.

40. MALAYSIA
Dr. D. E.K. Wijasuriya,
Depulty Director General,
National Library of Malaysia,
7th Floor, UM.B.C Bldg.
Jalan Sultan Suliaman
Kaulalumpur 01-33, Malaysia.

41. Mohamed Hashim,
Director General,
National Library of Malaysia.

42. NIGERIA
Mr. A. Olu Olafioye,
Chiet Mechanised Services Division,
National Library of Negeria.
4 Wesley St P.M.B.O. 12626,
Lagos, Nigeria,

43, PAKISTAN
Mr. Abdulhafeez Akhtar,
Projeet Director,
National Library of Pakistan,
C/o Depll. of Librarics, Staduim Road,
Karachi-3. Pakistan.
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44,

46.

47.

48.

49.

Dr. Anis Khorshid,

Chairman,

Dcpt. of Library & Information Scicnee,
University of Karachi, Karachi.

PHILIPPINES

Dr. Serafin Quiason, bDircctor.
The National Library of the Philippings,
T. M. Kalaw St. P.O.B. 2926 Ermila
Manila, Republic of Philippines.

SINGATORE

Mr. Cheogn Kwai Liew,
Services Librarian lor Director,
National Library of Singapore,
Stanford Road, Singapore— 6

Hedurig Anuar
Dirccior
National Library ol Singapore.

SR1 LANKA

Mr., N. Amarasinghe,

Dircctor, National Library of Sri Lanka,
S Lanka,

SUDAN

Mr. Abde! Rahman El-Nasri,

Librarian, Library of the University Khartoum.
P.0.B. 321, Khartoum, Sudan.

SPAIN

Mr. M. Carrion,

Bibliotcca Nacional

Pascode Calve Sciclo 20, Madrid 1, Spain.

SWEDEN

Dr. Lars Tvnell,

National Librarian. Kungl. Bibiiolckel,
Box 5039, S-1024}, Stockholm, Sweden.
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52.

53.

th
w

57.

Nauonal Library of Bangladesh

SWITZERLAND

Dr. FC Muaier,
Director, '

Bibliothcque National Suisse,
Hallwystrasse 15, CH-3003,
Bermn, Switzerland.

THAILAND

Mrs. Kullasap Germankit.
Director,

National Library of Thailand,
Samscn Road, Bankok 3, Thailand.

TURKEY

Mr. Atinay Serndli,

Assistant Dircetor.

Milli Kuwphanc (Turkish National Library)
Ycnischir Andara, Turkey.

UNITED KINGDOM, SCOTLAND

Dr. E.F.D. Roberts

Librarian

National Library of Scotiand.

George 1V Bridge, Edinburg EH 8 9 Scotland,
United Kingdom.

UNITED KINGDOM, WALES
Dr. R, Geraint Gruffydd,
Libranan, '

National Library of Walcs,
Alerystwith

Dyfed Sy 23 Walcs, 38 U

Wales, United Kingdom.

The Secretary.
The British Library
(Reference Division)
Great Russell Street. London, WG-IB 31 G,
England.

K
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58. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (U.S.A)
Dauiel J. Boorstin,
The Librarian of Congress,
Washington D.C 20402,

59, Mr. Warren Tsueish,
Dircctor, Arca Studics,
Library of Congress,
Washington D.C. 20540,

60. Dr. George N. Atiyeh,
Hcad, Near East Scction,
Library of Congress,
Washington D.C. 20540.
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APPENDIX C

NAMES AND TITLES OF BANGLADESHEE PROFESSIONALS AND NON-
PROFESSIONALS TO WHOM THE QUESTIONAIRE WAS SENT.

Dr. K. M. Karim,
Dircetor
Dircciorate of Archives and Librarics
Dhaka-5

Mr. N. Lack,
Librarian
British Council Library.
Dhaka-2

Dr. A.M. Chaudhury,
Profcssor of Hislory,
Librarian in charge,
Dhaka University Library, Dhaka-2

Dr. A. Biswas,
Dircclor, BANSDOC, Dhaka.

Mr. Zaki Uddin Ahmed
Chicl Librarian
Nauonal Health Library and Documentation
Centre, Dhaka.

Mr. Alanddin Talukder,
Librarian, Rajshahi University Library,
Rajshahi.

Mr. AK.M. Abdun Nur,
Librarian Mymensing A gricubtural University,
Mymensingh.

Mr. M. Shamsul Islam Khan,
Hcad, Library and Publication Branch,
Intcenational Cemtre for Dearthocal Discase Rescarch.
Bangliadesh,
GPO 128, Dhaka-2,
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Mr. Shamsul Alam,
Librarian, University of Chjtagong.
Chiuagong.

Mr. Abu Baker Siddique,
Librarian in Charge,
Bangladesh University of Enginecring and Technology, Dhaka,

Mr. Nasiruddin Ahmed,
Ex-Chairman and Assistant Prodcssor,
Dept. of Library and Infor. Science.
University ol Dhaka, Dhaka.

Mr. M. Wahiduzzaman,
Librarian,
Bangladesh Administraiive Stafl Coilege, Dhaka.

Mr. Abdul Khaleque Khan,
Joumnalist,
Dainik BANGLA, DIT Avenue, Dhaka.

Mr. Nurul Amin,
Ex Librarian and Adviscr,
Amernican Cultural Cenire Library,
Dhaka.
Mr. Motahar AL Khan,
Ex. Librarian
Bangladesh Central Public Library. Dhaka.

Mr. Sirajul Haque,
Acting Chiel Librarian,
BIDS (Bangladesh Institute of Development Studics)
Dhaka.

Mr. Shafigul Islam Khandaker,
Documcntation Oificer,
Bangladesh Bank, Head Otlice, Dhaka
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br. Al Ahmed,
Member Directing Staff,
Administrative Staff College,
New Gana Bhonan, Dhaka-7.

Mr. M. Zahirul lIslam,
Principal Scicntific Ollicer,
Bangiadesh Agricultural Research Council,
(BARC) and National Agricuttural Library and Documentation
Cenire (NALDOC) Phaka,

Mr. K. R. Rahman,
Assistant Professor and Rescarch Schotar for Ph.D.
Dept. of English, University ol Dhaka, Dhaka.

Mr. Humayun Kahir Chowdhury,
Assistant Director,
Documentation Division,
Lepl. of Rescarch Library, Bangladesh Bank, Dhaka.

Mr. Ahmed Kamrul Hasan,
Library Development Planning Officer,
Dircctorate of Sccondary and Higher Education, Dhaka.
Mr. Sarwar Hossain,
Chaimman,
Dyept, of Library Science,
University of Dhaka, Dhaka.
M. A.K.M. Shamsul Alam,
Ex. Chairman and Associaie Professor,
Dept, of Library Scicnce,
University ol Dhaka, Dhaka.

Mr. A.F.M. Badiur Rahman,
Assistant Chief, Planning Celi,
Spons Culture Division, Govt. of Bangladesh. Dhaka,

Md. Abhdur Rezzague
Ex. Librarian, Bangla Academy Library. Dhaka.
1
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M Syed Fashl Hoque,
scenior Librarisn, Stonue Encigy Cenure, PO Box 164, Dhaka

Mr. Abdul Jalil, Librartan, Rescareh (Library)
Bangludesh Bank. Dhaka.

Mr. S.8.M.A. Kharassani,
Assist. Dircctor,
Bangludesh Central Public Library, Dhaka.

Mr. Syed Azizur Rahman,
Dyirector and Chicl Librarian,
Bangladesh Central Public Library, Dhaka.

vr, Md., Nomaun,
Prncipal, Dhuka Gy College, Dhaka,

Mr. Jalal Uddin Ahmed,
Chiel Librarian,
Nuational 1ssutute of Public Instruction, Dhaka.

Mr. Mozzammel Huy,
Libranan and Docunentation Officer,
Bangladesh Food und Sugar Indusiry, Dhakat.

Md. Abdus Sattar,
Librarian, Press Instie of Bangladesh, Dhaka,

Mr. Md. Sualam, .
Librariun anid Research Officer,
University Grants Commission, Dhaka.

Mr. Abdul Awal,
Librarian, Bangladesh Central Public Library. Dhokg

Md. Abdul Hyee Sameni,
Librarian. Instilute of Engineers,
Bangladesh, Dhaka.
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Mrs. Saleha Sudana,
Assist, Libranian
Bangladesh Instiluie of Intemational and Straicgic Studics,
Dhaka.

Mr. Sultan Uddin Ahmad,
Librarian, Bangladesh Burcau of Educational Information &
Statistics, Ministry ol Education, Government of Bangladesh,
Dhaka.

Mr. Md. Safwllah,
Librarian, .
Civil Otlicer's Trmining Academy. Dhaka-1.
: APPENDIX D
FINANCIAL SCHEDULE OF WORK

Yeur (Financial year) Local  Forcign] Totad JRemarks il any
1975-76 N.L. -
1.92
N.A 197 1.92 - 1.92
1976-77 N.L  3.00
1.00
N.A. 4. u) 4.{}{) - 4.(){}
107778 N.L 4.50)
s
NLA, éTJ% Q.00 - 9.00
1978-79 N.L 26.68
217.60
NA. oo [ 3428 -] 5428
1979-80 (Combincd) 84.45 -1 K445
1980-R81 107.22 - 107.22
1981-82 75.42 -{ 7542
1982-83 2145 « 1 2146
1983-84 _ 131.89 -1 131.89
1984-85 235.36 | 4000 | 275.36
Totd 7253.00 | #).00 | 765.00

YL 8
A

National Library
Natonal Archeves
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APPENDIX E

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC
BANGLADESH
PLANNING COMMISSION

(Education and Training Sector)

Minutes of the mecting of the Project Evalution Commitiee hold on
24.11.1978

A meeting of the Project Evaluation Committee was hold on 24-
11-1978 in the Conference Room of the Planning Conunission. Prof.
Innas Ali, Member, Planning Commission presided.

(List of Panticipants Enclosed)

1. Scheme: "Revised scheme [or establishment of Nationa) Library
of Bangladesh,

(Taka in Lakh)y
Local Currency  ~ PEC Towl
263.13 7.30 270.34

2. Scheme : Revised scheme of development of National Archives

Locat Currency PEC  Tow
97.90 .00 108.90

DISCUSSION

Opening the discussion, the Secretary, Ministry of C.A. , Spons
cxplaimed at length the necessity for the establishmenm of 2 National
Library and National Archives. He was unable (0 share the vicew that
the 2 organizations should be housed in onc building. He informed that
though both the institutions would be set up on the same plol of land,
the designs were for Iwo scparate buitdings according 10 specific
requirements of cach. He funher said that it would not be possible 0
housc both the institutions in one building even for a temporary period.
He pointed out that 2 scparate schemes under reference had been
prepared on the basis of an carlier desision. He attribuied the delay in
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the implementation of the schemes to inadequacy of funds provided in
the ADP.

Division Chicf (SEI), Planning Commission felt that there was
considerable scope of reduction in the cost of the scheme. The
Chairman cnquired if the costs could be minimiscd by providing
common scivices for both the instiwtions.

Joint Scerctary, Finance Division, submitted that the [inancial
requircments as indicated in the schemes were much more than which
were provided in the TYP. 1 the amounts as indicated in the scheme
were 10 be made available, the concemed Ministry would have 1o
provide funds by intra-sceteral adjustments. He further submitted that
schemes might preferably be implemented in two phases. In the lirst
phasc only these items of theschemes should be taken up which were
absolutely nceded 1o make the completed portion of the projects
functional. He suggesied that the schemes should be revised within the
TYP allocation so as to complete the first phase by Junc, 1980.

Drawing pointed attention of the Chair, Chicf, Education Section
submiued that i) ‘Education is acquired and culture grows'. So
¢ducational development should precede and not be preceded by
cultural development, (i) these two schemes ran counter 10 the strategy
ol the TYP which attached op most priorily 10 the ongoing projects and
should bc completed by June, 1980, (iii) the progress of
implementation of the scheines were exasperatingly slow and sinee the
revised cost of both the schemes were more than double and absorption
capacity low, he felt that the consideration of these two schemes might
pend 1ill approved costs were fully spent. .

Decisions
[ was decided 10 retum the shemies Tor further revision dmong
othtrs, on the following lines: )
a)  The scheme should be implemented in two phases. The first phase
should include only those items which were indispensable 10 make
these organizations lunctional and should be completed by June,
1980. Additional funds beyond TYP allocations should be made
available by the Minisiry concemned through intra-sectornial
adjustments.
) The cost should be teducced by providing common services for
both the schemes as far as posaible.
¢1 The revisced schemes should be placed belore the PEC lor
consicdderation at an early date. .
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APPENDIX F

GOYERNMENT OF THE PEOPLLI S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
MINISTRY OF FINANCE & PLANNING,
© PLANNING COMMISSION

No. P/EDN/ DGS-13/74 PT 11 Daied: 22.2.1983
Subject: Minutes of the mecting held on 1-2-1983
The undersigned is directed o enclose herewith the minutes of the
mecting held on 1.2.1983 on the project "Combined Scheme of
National Library and National Archives” for kind information and
necessary action. Sd

(Khaleda Akhter)
Research Officer,

Distribution:

1. Secrelary, Sports and Culture Division Ministry of Education and
Religious Alfairs Central Public Library Building Shahbag,

" Dhaka,

2. Secrelary, Implementation, Monitoring and Evaluation Division,
Gonobhaban, Sher-c-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka. (Atiention: Group
Cap. (Rutd) Syed Ahmed, Director-General).

3. Dircctlor, Direclorate of Archives and Librancs, l()6 Central
Road, Hatir pool, Dhaka.

Copy forward for information 1o:
1.8.P.S. to Member (SEI), Planning Commission.
' Sd- 23.2.83
' (Khaleda Akhier)
Research Officer.

Minutes of the Meeting Held On 1.2.1983

A mcceting was held on 1.2.1983 in the Planning Commission on
lhe project "National Library and National Archives” Mr. M. Mujibul
Huq, Mcmber, SEI Division, Plunning Commission, PI'C‘-.ldCd (Listof
panicipants is atiached).

13—
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Discussion

Al the invitation of the Chairman, the Secretary of Sports and
Culture Division said that the original P.P. had cnvisaged a cost of Tk.
465.18 lakh (approved by EC NEC) but subsequently, the scheme had
1o be accommodated- within the rauonaliscd cost of Tk. 305.50 lakh
and, as a result, plan for construction and other ttems had o be
reduced. 1t was mentioned that in the original P.P. there was proposal
for construction of four three-storyed blocks with raft foundation, Later
on, as it appcared, construction of all the blocks could not be done
within Tk. 305.50 lakh and S_MCC{] plan for raft foundauon of all
four blocks, one ground iivor of one block, two blocks upto second
(toor and one stack block upto third floor was taken up but even then
total cost far excecded the rationalised cost. The Chairman asked the
Dircctor of National Library and National Archives 10 state if there was
any aucmpt to find out how much of the envisaged construction could
sctually be completed within the rationalised cost. In reply, the Direclor
said that efforts were made 10 revise the construction programme but
the minimum requirements could not be accommodated within the
rationalised cost and so some modifications were stipulated in regard Lo
the construction of a number of blocks and loor and ¢ven then, the
¢Ost cov’ 4 not be kept within the rationalised cost. The Chairman said
that th, " PWD was expected 10 have adequate capability 1o make proper
est wate for construction of the whole complex and they should have
pomited oul the rhinimum cost required for the construction work even
though such esuimale could cxeecd the rationalised cost prepared by the
Plunning Commission. PWD representative said that raft foundation
originally designed by the architect was found not suitable for iechnical
rcasons and insicad pile foundation was taken up as a restilt of which
the total cost had increased. He continued 10 say that cost ol electric
Huings, installations et¢. was not included in the estimate of
construction cost and when cost of fittings was included, the wotal cost
ol the project shot up. The Chairman asked how the PWD could
cstimate cost of construction leaving aside cost of clectnic fittings ¢ic.
The PWD olficial said that he looks afier the civil side and as such his
department could give estimaie of only civil side of the work while
there is another section of PWD which gives estimate of etectrical
fitings ete. The Thaimman commented that it was nomal that cost of
the buildings should include the cost of clectrical tittings cte. also and



National Library of Bangladesh 93

someone should have co-ordinated the matter in the PWD and advised
the Ministry about the total cost required. The Chairman wanted 10
know how ;nuch work the Ministry was now expecting (0 complele
and at what minimum cost in order to make the National Library
functional.

The Secretary said that an amount of Tk. 29.31 fakh in addiion
to what was atready provided in the ADP (1982-83) would be needed
to make the project functional without, ol course, a number ot items
such as electric sub-station, tood light cte. for which Tk. 5.00 o
10.00 takh more would be required. Both the Dircctor ol National
Library and the PWD representative said that clectic sub-station was
nceessary and without which it would not be possible 10 get electric
connection from PBD.

The Chaiman suggested that Implementaion, Monitoring and
evaluation Division should check with the PBD whether cleciric
connection was possible without installation of a sub station Group
Cap. (Retd.) Syed Ahmed agreed to do this. The Secretary intreduced
the laicst cost estimate of the project prepared by the Ministry, which
was then discussed item-by item. The Chairman said that the cost ol the
project had already increased much beyond what was provided Tor and
s0 the P.P. should be revised within a reasonable limit of the increased
cost so that it would be possible to arrange for the required funds. The
Consultanis, Planning Commission, drew the atention ot the
Chairman to the Ministry’s teuer regarding minimum cost o b
requirced 10 make the project functionnal; this leucr was then read oul’
and discussed, The Secretary said that the 1otal cost of the revised
project would not be more than Tk, 426.00 lakh including the cost ol
Nood light, clectric sub station, elc. which would mean an increase ol
about Tk. £21.00 lfakh over the rationatised cost ol the project. The
Chairnian said that the PEC should discuss the matier and eke decision
on different ilcms as well as on the wotal cost of the project.

The Scerctary suggested that meanwhile work should comtinue.
The Chairman agreed 10 this suggeston.

Decision
The P.P should be revised in the tght ol the discussions hetd in
to-day's meeting and the revised scheme should be submined for
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constderation of the PEC. In revising the scheme the following
conditions should be complied with:
i) The cost should be limited within a reasonable amount, not
excecding Tk. 426.00 lakh in any case.

iy Cost of books and fumniture should be reduced as much as
possible.

i) Therc should be no provision for staff salary during the
construction work as there could be no need for staff until the
project starts functioning, when also, the staff salary could
preferably be met from the Revenuce Budget.

iv)  Implementation, Monitoring and Evaluation Divistion would
check with the PDB whether clectric sub-station will be at all
necessary for the project. '

Sdf-

(M. Mujibul Huq)
Mcmber

SEI Division.
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APPENDIX G
Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Ministry of Finance & Planning
Planning Commission
Social Welfare, Sports, Culture & Media Section

No. P/SP & C/C-6/83 Dated 25-10-1983

Subject: Minutes of the PEC meeting held on 29-9-1983

The undersigned is direcied 1o enclose herewith the minutes of
the PEC meeling held on 29-9-1983 on the project "Combined Scheme
of National Library and National Archives”, for kind information and
necessary action.

Sdy-
{(N.N.M.A, Ghani)
Rescarch olficer,

Distribution

a. Secretary, Finance Division, Ministry of Finance & Planning,
Bangladesh Sccretariat, Dhaka. (Attention: Dr. Mashiur Rahman,
Joint Sceretary (Dev.)

2. Sccretary, Establishment Division, Bangiadesh Secretariat, Dhaka.
(Aucntion: Mr. Fazlur Rohman, Assignment Otficer).

3. Secrctary, Sprots & Culture Division, Central Public Library
Building, Shahbag, Dhaka.

4, Secretary, Implementation, Monitoring and Evaluation Division.
Gonobhaban, Dhaka.

5. Sceretary, ERD, Ministry of Finance & Planning, Sher-c-Bangla
Nagar. Dhaka.

6. Brig. Fazlur Rahman Miuh, P.S.C., Ordinance Scrvices, Army
H.Q. Dhaka.

7. Chicf, P&A Division, Planning Commission, Sher-c-Bangla
Nagar, Dhaka.

8. Dircctor, Directorate of Archives & Libraries, 106, Central Road.
Hauir Pool, Dhaka-5.
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9. Copy lor information Lo
i P.S. o Mcmber (SE). Planning Commission.
2. P.S. 1o Addl. Secretary, Planning Division.
(N.N.M:A. Ghani)
Research Officer
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Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Ministry of Finance & Planning
Planning Commission
Social Welfare, Sports, Culture & Mass Media Seclion.
Minutes of the PEC mecting held on 29.9.83

/

A mceeting of the Project Evaluation Commitice was held on 29-
9-83 in the Planning Commission 1o discuss the foliowing scheme Mr.
M.Mukibul Hug, Member, Planning Commission presided (List of
participants is atiached). :

Name of the Scheme @ "Combined schemg of the National
Libraries and National Archives
Cost. (Takainlakh) . Local Forcign Total
currency curmcney
575.82 45.60 621.42
Discussion

On being asked by the Chairman, Chicf of Education Section of
Planning Commision traced at length the history of the project and said
that in an inter-ministerial mecting held on 1.2.83, it was decided that
the project cost should be limited within Tk. 426.00 lakh. Laer on, in
the meeting ol the Programming Commillee, (he project cost was raised
to Tk. 492.0¢ lakh with the request o complele it by June, 1984, he
added.

Director, National Archives and National Librarics pointed out
that the original cost of-the project was Tk. 465.00 lakh out of which
Tk. 355.00 lakh was meant for construction. Subscquently, at the time
of rationalisation the cost was reduced to Tk. 305.50 lakh by curtailing
the construction of the stack block. But due 10 price escalation, the
proposed construction could not be completed. Besides, from the
architectural point of vicw some additional work as found 0 be
necessary. As a result, the project had been revised covering minimum
construction arca and for this purpose Tk. 621.42 fakh would be
necessary. On a query of the Chairman, the Dircctor informed that

construction arca of the original project was 1.05 lakh sfi and arca
proposed under the revised project was 75,000 sft.
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The Chaisman observed thal construction rate upto ground floor
was Tk. 531.00 per sft and cnquired of the basis of calculation of the
rate. Representative from PWD informed that the cost already incurrcd
and tender accepled for the remaining work was taken as the basis in
calculating the rate. In the present scheme, Tk. 530.00 lakh would be
needed for construction alone and rest of the amount would be required
for other items to make the project functional. In repiy to another
query, Director, National Archives and National Librarics informed that
the activities of the Archives would be accommodaicd in the National
Library building temporarily. The Archilcct of the National Library
submitted that total cost of the building was estimated at Tk. 465.00
lakh a1 1979 prices which had almost become double by now. If
implermentation of the project was further delayed tolal cost would go
much higher. In this connection, the represcniative of the PWD
informed that if the project was Lo be complcted as per originat scheduie
cost of construction would come to Tk. 700.00 takh al current prices.
Besides, Tk. 65.00 lakh would be required for lift (Tk.20.00 lakh),
air-conditioning (Tk.20.00 lakh) and for other items (Tk. 25.00 lakh).
A threadbare discussion was held and conscnsus of the mecting was
that the project should be compleled as early as possible because further
delay would only cscalate its cost. It was found that if ithe project was
10 be completed an additional amount of Tk. 450.00 iakh over and
above the SFYP allocation would have 10 be provided. The Chaimman
asked Sports and Cultire Division o provide Tk. 230,00 lakh by intra-
scctoral adjustment so that atempt could be made for the rest of the
amount 1o be arranged for by Planning Commission by adjusiments
from the defaulling sectors. Regarding air-sondittoning only two floors
of the stack blocks would be airconditioned with package airconditioner
in order 10 preserve delicate instruments, non-traditional items of

- Archives and some important books of the Library it was stated by the
Dircctor. Air-conditioning would not be used for administrative of fices
and rcading halls and for normal book stacks, il was clarified.

Represcentatives from Establishment and Finance Division
submitted that there were some discrepancics in designation as well s
in pay scale of the manpower proposced. They argued that standard
designations and pay-scales should be followed as per NNPS and stafl
position should be vetted by the O & M Wing of the Eslablishment
Division.
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Decision
The project was recommended for approved subject to the
following conditions:
i) the projcct should be completed within SFYP period (by June
'85) at a cost of Tk, 765.00 Jakh out of which Tk, 700.00 lakh
would go for construction,

i) Spors & Culture Bivision would provide Tk. 250.00 lakh by
intra-sectoral adjustments, ,

i) Air-conditioning should not be used for administrative offices
and reading rooms/halls,

iv)  Nurmber of typists should be four instcad of six. Pay-scales and
designations shouid be as per new national pay-scales and
staffing patterm should be veued by O & M Wing of the
Establishiment Division.

(M. Mujibul Hug)
Mecmber.
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APPENDIX 'H

Government of Bangladesh
Public Works Department

Dated: 14-11-1983

Namc of work: Construction of National Library Building at Sher-c-
* Bangia Nagar, Dhaka.

Major Head : ‘
MinorHead :  Constn. of National Library at S.B.Nagar, Dhaka.
Detailed Head:
Estimate framed by: ~ Mr. K.M. Zainu! Abeden,

Exccutive Engineer, Dhaka P.W.D.

Divn. 11l Sher-c-Bangla Nagar,  Dhaka.
of the probable cost of Tk. 7.40.00,000/- i.c. D.C.

REPORT

Hislory

This preliminary estimate amounting 10 Tk. 7.40,00,000/- i/c
D/C has been framed 10 mceet the probable cost of the above cited work,
The scheme was administratively approved for Tk. 27.77 lacs and Tk.
465.18 lac vide Ministry of Sports and Culiure Affair's Memo No.
LB/II-15/75/119 dated 6/12/76 and respectively. M/S. Vastukalabid
was appointed by the Ministry of Sports and Culwural Affairs as
consultant of this project.

The building comprises of 4(four) blocks i.c. stack block (7-
storied with normal floor height of 10'-0" in cach storey), South, East
and West Block (3-storicd each with floor height of 17-5" in each
storey) on R.C.C., cast-in-situ pile foundation. Accordingly, the pile
foundation of al! the block superstructures of stack and South Block,
Compound wall and site development of both the National Library and
the National Archives were taken up as desired by the requisitioning
Authority based on the consultant’s design and cstimates cither
technically sanctioned for N.LT. , approved by the Chief Engineer time
to lime.
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The project proforma of this project for an amount of Tk. 465.18
lac was prepared and submitted o the Planning Commission by the
Minsitry of Sports and Cullural Affairs. At the time of preparation of
P.P , P.W.D, was ncither consulted nor P.W.D's approved rates
were incorporated in it. The Planning Commission rationalised the cos(
alongwith the climination of some storcys from the stack block. In the
light of 1he rationalistion of cosl, the Sccretary, Ministry of Sports and
Cultural Affairs in the Co-ordination meeting held on 12.5.82, in his
olfice Chamber instrucied 10 submit the estimate for stack block, upto
3rd floor and other three blocks as per original plan including all
scrvices. As per that instruction an cstimatc amounting o TK.
6,04,89,000/- ife. D.C. was submitled by P.W.D. for Administrative
approval, cxpdr. to sanction and allotment of fund.

Subsequently a meeting was held in the Planning Commission
on 1.2.83 and it was decided that 10 make the project functional the
stack block will be constructed upto 4th floor the south block as per
original plan, the cast block upio ground floor and west block will nol
be constructed at all exact the foundation which has alrcady been
completed. 4 preliminary estimate was prepared submiticd on the basis
of that discussion held on 1.2.83 amounting to Tk. 5,30,76,000/- i/e.
D.C. vide D.O.No.D. XII/w-27(A)/1367 dated 16-3-1983.

A PEC mecting was hcld in the Planning Commission on 29-9-
83 10 discuss the scheme on Lhe basis of the estimate comprising the
stack block upto 4th floor, south block as per original plan, the ¢ast
block upto ground floor and the west block foundation only already
completed. After thread bare discussions it was decided in the meeting
1o complete the whole scheme within June 85 as per the original plan
comprising stack block upto 7 storeys, East, West & South block upto
3 storeys cach (Minutes enclosed) at a cost of Tk. 700 lakhs. Besides
the meeting considered and addl. amount of Tk. 40 lakhs for lifts and
airconditioning stating that airconditioning should be used for stack
block only.

According this preliminary cstimate for Tk. 7,40,00,000/- i/e,
D.C has been framed and is submitted for favour of obtaining revised
Administrative approval, Expenditure sanction and allotment of fund
from the competent authority at a very carly date.
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Design & Scope: The estimate provides for construction ol stack
block upto 6th Moor and south block cast block and
west block upto 2nd foor as per drawing, design
and specitications of the consultant stated in detail
in the body of the same.

Rate The rates have been based on the approved plinth
are rates ol P.W.D schedule effcctive Trom 151h
Dee. 80 plus 109 for difference of cost of
maleriats and 456 cxtra cost for fullilting the
special provisions and requirements ol the
consuliant stated in detail in the report as well as in

the nomenclature of itcms of the cstimate. Y
Cost Tk. 7.40.00.000/- i/c D.C. ’
T&P: 1% has been kept in the estimale.
Land * As ¢xisting at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka

originaily 380 acres of land were carmarked for
this project. But subsequently the Sy Architeet
P.W.D., reviscd the original allocation to 4.43
acres Development of a portion of land could nb’N

completed for the reasons stated in the report e
referred o above.
Mcthod By Comaract.
W/C Estb. 29% has been kept in the estimaie.
Contingency : 5% has been kept in the cstimate
Charges : 9% has been kept in the cstimale,
Time : Upto Junc, 1983.
Sd/- 13-11-83

Excculive Engincer,
Dhuaka P.W.D. Divn. HI
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka.

BANSDOC Libraye

s v LE 9
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APPENDIX - ]
Organizational charts of :

1. The British Library

2. The Library of Congress

3. The National Library of Singapore.
4. The National Library of India.
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